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Dear Fellow Owls

THE 1340™ MEETING OF THE OWL CLUB, PRECEDED BY DINNER, WILL
BE HELD ON TUESDAY 19" JULY 2022, 6:00 PM FOR 7:00 PM START, IN THE
GRILL ROOM, KELVIN GROVE CLUB.

Chairman: President Owl Mike Bruton

Guest Speaker: John Maytham
Of naked women and the need for hope
John Maytham was the first voice heard when Cape Talk Radio station opened its
airwaves, 25-years ago. He will present a talk that is part reminiscence, part performance
and part impassioned disquisition. John is renowned for his extraordinary general
knowledge and many accomplishments, including great skill as an interviewer as well
as his career passion for South Africa.

Music: Alexandros Vavatzanidis
Solo guitar recital — both classical and emotional

Alexandros Vavatzanidis is both an avid composer and classical guitar performer.
He has been fortunate enough to participate in national and international competitions
and performances of a wide variety. His love of interdisciplinary fields manifests in
his blended style of composition and his interest within the arts (generally involving
the human spirit). His began playing the guitar at the age of 9, taught and inspired
by Peter Muhl. Alexandros’ highest goal is to create, perform and inspire highly
emotional and personal music.

WPB: Owl Nigel Gwynne-Evans
Halcyon days at the Annual Hermanus Camp

The AHC (as it is known) was started in 1908 and had managed to have an
uninterrupted run up until 2021, when Covid sadly intervened. The Camp is run
on relaxed scouting lines but is primarily geared towards getting boys away from
their digital devices and into the great outdoors. Past and current campers include
leading politicians, clergy, businessmen, medical specialists and many others.
Nigel will add some texture as to why, in today’s frenetic and disconnected world,
the AHC is even more important than before. He will identify some close links
with The Owl Club and may (if he gets too excited) even break into song!

Dinner price: R290 for Owls and guests alike.
Dress: Black tie (or similarly elegant attire).

RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS:

Any Owl who does not have internet access is welcome to telephone the Secretary
Bird at 082 440 8204 or 021 671 3121 to book a perch.

All other Owls are encouraged to use the Pay’n’Perch procedure by paying their
dining fee into the Club’s bank account by EFT and instructing the bank (using the
option provided) to send a remittance confirmation email to secretary@owls.capetown
whereupon their perches will be booked.

No further emails will be needed from you unless you have special dietary needs
or if you are using a dining credit.

In all cases, bookings will close at 6:00 pm on Saturday 16™ July 2022.

All bookings will be acknowledged.



A total of 49 Owls and 7 guests met for
the 1339" meeting of the Owl Club, held
in The Grill Room at Kelvin Grove Club,
Newlands on Tuesday 21* June 2022.

The gathering was called to order at
19:00 sharp, with President Owl Mike
Bruton welcoming all and inviting Owl
Denis Le Jeune to deliver the Grace (of
which he contributed two, not just one!).

The dinner started with a tasty cauliflower
and broccoli soup served with blue cheese
cream. This was followed by a delicious
lemon and thyme roasted Chicken Supreme
served on Rissoto Milanese with fresh
Mediterranean style vegetables and pesto
emulsion. The dessert was a lemon cheese-
cake with orange sauce. The meal was
accompanied by fine red and white wines
from the Hawksmoor (at Matjieskuil) estate
and the meal ended with a welcome cup of
filter coffee

The President then asked Owls and
guests to charge their glasses and to rise
for the Toast To South Africa, which then
led into a short break whilst the tables were
cleared.

The 1339 meeting of The Owl Club
commenced with President Owl Mike
Bruton congratulating those Owls who had
celebrated birthdays earlier in the month of
June, viz: Owl Glenn Babb and Owl Peter
Sutherland, following which he advised
that the committee had decided that the
long-postponed display on ‘What Owls
Collect’will now be held at the AGM
meeting, on 21**March 2023 (more about
this under ‘Members’ News).

The President, requesting that guests
remained seated (as the lights were dimmed),
then proposed the traditional Toast To Our
Guests, following which he introduced the
guest speaker for the evening.

Dr Kevin Winter, the lead researcher
of the University of Cape Town’s Future
Water Institute and a member of the City of
Cape Town’s Section 80 Water Resilience
Committee who, during the 2017-18

heYune2022 meeting

water crisis, was one of the experts most
frequently asked to contribute to the
understanding of the public (and of government
officials) in relation to its origins and
possible solutions, presented an interesting

Grace ‘A’
For this
and all we are about to receive,
Make us truly grateful, Lord.

dissertation on ‘Is Cape Town s water crisis Through Christ, we pray.
over?’which focussed on the main reasons Amen.
for the water crisis and offered possible

1> Grace ‘B’

solutions to ensure
that the crisis
would not be
repeated.

Bless, O Lord,

This food to our use
And us to thy service,
And keep us ever mindful
Of the needs of others.
In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.

A5 Nevertheless, Owl Geoff Everingham
reminded the parliament that, cruel and/or
humorous as these nicknames might have
been, they were indeed descriptive and
this served as a reminder of the richness of
European history and of times and places
which, for many, are long forgotten.

To conclude the evening, the President
then invited all present to charge their
glasses and to rise as he proposed the Toast
to The Owl Club and subsequently wished

, all Owls, and their guests, a )
safe flight home.

Liid

The musical entertainment for the
evening was performed (in two separate
sessions) by one of Cape Town’s most
accomplished young pianists, Gerhard
Joubert. A third-year BMus (Performance)
student at UCT, Gerhard has appeared as
soloist with the Cape Town Philharmonic
Orchestra on several occasions, and has
also collaborated with Cape Town City
Ballet as the pianist for performances of
Les Sylphides. For The Owl Club he
performed a selection of
varied works for solo
piano.

After a fifteen-
minute bar interval, pianist
Gerhard Joubert completed
the second session of
his accomplished
musical contribution,
which earned him
a standing ovation.

Owl Geoff
Everingham
was then invited
to fill theWaste Paper
Basket which he
did with a light-
hearted look at some of the
lesser-known European
monarchs, particularly those
dating back to the Middle
Ages. Despite their obscurity
they had left their mark on history,
not always for the best of reasons.

For the first &l ¥ time since the
Declaration of the State of
National Disaster (on 19" March 2020)
Owls were able to perch together and to
socialse without hiding
behind masks!
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DriKevin Winter

Introduction: President Owl Mike Bruton

Last week, when the rain gods heard that
the Owl Club would be hosting a talk on
‘Is Cape Town's Water Crisis Over?’, they
decided to dump over 150 mm of rain on
the city, but we were not fooled. We have
become accustomed to the vagaries of the
weather, and we still think that it is
necessary to address this topic.

Our invited talk this evening will be
given by Dr Kevin Winter, the lead
researcher at UCT’s Future Water Institute
and a member of the City of Cape Town’s
Water Resilience Committee. Kevin’s PhD
explored public involvement in environmental
sustainability and resource management,
and he also has a Master’s degree in Education,
s0 it is not surprising that Cape Town’s
water challenges, and what we must do
about them, are issues about which he is
passionate. I have pleasure in inviting
Kevin to address us on the topic, Is Cape
Town s Water Crisis Over?

.00o0.
Guest Speaker: Dr Kevin Winter

Thank you for inviting me to speak to
you on a topic about which you are familiar
and likely to have an opinion because you
lived through it: “Will Cape Town’s water
crisis happen again?’ You are an astute
audience who will already know that there
is no conclusive answer to the question
because it depends on several factors, of
which climate variability is a factor but

W)
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S'Water crisis over?

perhaps not an overriding one. What I want
to explore in this short talk is what factors
should be considered to reduce risks of
another ‘Day Zero’ occurring?

Dr. Max Price, the Vice Chancellor of
the University of Cape Town, invited me
to make a short presentation on the future
of Cape Town’s water situation in January
2018. I was leading a UCT Water Task
Team at the time, which was attempting to
understand UCT’s water usage. Looking
back now, it’s evident that the institution
was completely ill equipped to deal with
a water crisis. We were taking water for
granted. UCT is one of the city’s top ten
water users and had accepted the City’s
and Western Cape government’s chal-
lenge to lower its water usage by 50%. In
my presentation to the UCT Executive, |
highlighted the regional water crisis and the
possibility of the city becoming the world’s
first large city to run out of water. When I
finished my presentation, Max Price, asked
the single, most important question, which I
recall vividly: “Kevin, if you were a betting
man, what are the chances that ‘Day Zero’
will force UCT to close its doors?” 1 must
have paused for a second or two before
firmly responding that there was no way
we’d reach ‘Day Zero’ and that UCT’s
operations would be unaffected. It was a
bold and perhaps overly confident response,
but I had good reason for giving this
answer. | did however leave that meeting
wondering if I would have to eat my words.
I am pleased to say that UCT was able to
reduce its water use by 55%.

I was also a member of the City of Cape
Town’s Water Resilience committee at the
time, which had convened every month
since August 2017 to hear from city officials
about the state of the water crisis and the
efforts being taken to avoid Day Zero. 1
learned a lot from these talks and gained a
better understanding of the difficulties and
pressures that City officials faced at the
time. These engagements left me with no
doubt that once you’re in a drought, there is
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little you can do to build your way out of
it. The only way to manage in a crisis is to
manage the demand and if you address this
too late in the day, like some other cities

in South Africa right now, then ‘Day Zero’
becomes inevitable in some cases. It is odd
that we depend on water, yet ‘only place a
value on water when the well is dry’.

On 14" April, 2018, the first significant
rains occurred, alleviating the situation and
pushing ‘Day Zero’ out initially by a few
days and eventually by weeks. In the end,
Cape Town managed to avoid disaster. In
an unusual turn of events, the Berg River
catchment received above average rainfall
in the same year, even causing the Berg
River dam to overflow in October. We
moved from a state of despair to elation
within 6 months! With hindsight, we have
to wonder if the ‘Day Zero’ fanfare was
truly warranted but let me remind you of
the events that occurred in the run up to the
crisis. The aggregate storage levels of the
main dams serving Cape Town, adjacent
municipalities and the agricultural sector held
less than 40% of the total stored water on
15t November, 2017. November marks the
start of the South African hydrological year.
The city was using 680 MLD at the time.
Only by lowering demand to below 500 MLD,
ideally 450 MLD, could Day Zero be avoided.
Because citizens were unwilling to budge,
it appeared to be an insurmountable task to
bring the use in line with the model
that would enable us to escape the inevitable.
The pattern of water demand had to be
drastically changed. Mayor Patricia de Lille
sparked a media frenzy on 18" January,
2018. She cautioned that ‘Day Zero’ was
only 90 days away and that, by mid-April,
the city’s taps would be cut off and we’d
be queuing for water. The public’s reaction
was instantaneous.

Following her announcement, bottled
water was sold-out, over the weekend, in
several large supermarkets but, importantly,
water demand was reduced to about 500
MLD in little over three weeks following

1340 : Page 3 of 9



the announcement. The substantial reduction
in water could be linked to the Mayor’s
announcement and the subsequent media
coverage. We’ll never know if the approach
could have been done better or differently,
but the impact of the messaging worked.
Citizens ultimately saved the city whilst, in
the Berg River catchment, the agricultural
sector took the hit. The irrigation boards
were forced to shut off the water supply to
farmers.

I want to illustrate the situation in a
slightly different way. Imagine you are in
your car driving on a long trip having taken
some winding roads and precisely navigating
your journey. When you look in your rear-
view mirror, you feel confident, even proud,
because you have done so well. It has been
a comfortable trip so far. Then you
inadvertently stray onto the wrong side
of the road because you are distracted by
what you see in the mirror. All of a sudden,
a massive pantechnicon truck is heading
straight for you, lights flashing, hooter
blaring, and you have less than 90 meters to
get out of the way to avoid a collision. It’s a
gruesome image that could lead to disaster.
May this experience never happen to any
of us - it remains just a story. Here is the
purpose of the analogy. The municipality
established a water demand management
program in 1999, and by 2014, it won the
award for best water demand managed city
at the C40 International Conference. The
award recognised that despite a significant
rise in population, Cape Town’s water
demand has remained relatively stable,
thanks in part to a tiered or stepped tariff
system for the price of water, ensuring
revenue collection, applying water pressure
management throughout different zones
in the city, and supporting education and
awareness raising initiatives. The City’s
water management team could be proud of
their accomplishments. The journey was
successful. The City of Cape Town had a
bumper year in 2014, collecting the C40
award and receiving above-average rainfall
throughout the year. Nonetheless, the city

Theewaterskloof Dam

and its residents were lulled into a false
sense of security too. Water was being used
at a rate of 1.2 BLD, or 237 litres per person
per day on average, which far exceeded the
global average of 120 to 160 Ippd.

Until 2015, there was no sign of any
pending water crisis, but what followed was
three years of below-average rainfall,
culminating in the driest year on record
and a 1:300-year drought in 2017. It was
totally unprecedented, and it occurred in a
flash. The red flag should have been raised
sooner. When the amount of stored water
supplying a large metropolitan city like
Cape Town approaches 30%, it is time to
act. The city was slow to take a lead. This
was not helped by the ambivalence of the
national Department of Water and Sanitation
(DWS). By March 2018, the total storage
level of the dams was less than 20%. There
are several pressing factors that contributed
to the water crisis:

- Drought was caused by climate variability.
The lowest rainfall on record was observed
in 2017.

- The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) reported that the Western
Cape’s temperature will continue to rise - a
high degree of certainty in the forecast.

Beautiful Theewaterskloof Dam

The climate will become hotter and dryer.

- Water demand will continue to rise due to
rapid urbanization and population growth.

- The national government are stewards

of all water resources and the City of Cape
Town has no mandate to act independently
of national government.

- Reduced revenue collection from water
use puts the City’s ability to maintain and
run key infrastructure at risk.

- Water supplies are fed by large storage
dams that are vulnerable to climate change
and environmental conditions.

- Investing in new municipal infrastructure
is contingent on the city’s resource base.

- Water governance politics is plagued by
contested political positions.

I was invited to join a small group of
Cape Town officials on a helicopter journey
from Cape Town to Theewaterskloof Dam
on 3" March, 2018. We flew in a twin-engine
helicopter funded by Mike Bloomberg,
the media mogul of Bloomberg News and
three-time mayor of New York City. We
accompanied him to the dam and stood on
the shores of what water was left in the dam
- amere 13% of muddy water.

Contractors were on the job, building a
weir to hold back the water that could be
pumped up by the dam’s well head. Mike
Bloomberg was with us because he had
been assigned to the United Nations as an
envoy for climate change and action. He
used his media prowess to reach out to
the globe by showing the consequences of
climate change in Cape Town. He didn’t
say much when we were there, but he did
give me a signed copy of his book, ‘Climate
of Hope’which he co-authored with Carl
Pope, former Sierra Club director. Mike
makes two key assertions in his chapters.
‘Cities are the key to saving the planet’. It’s
a bold statement, and you might disagree
with it since it contradicts conventional
thinking. Mainstream thinking suggests that
the key to protecting the planet is

=
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by conserving Amazon rainforest. Or the
coral reefs off Australia’s Gold Coast? The
second point is that “rather than scaring
citizens about the future, we should
demonstrate the immediate benefits of
taking action.”

I’ve woven these few stories and
anecdotes together partly to entertain you,
but mostly to illustrate the complexity of
water resource management. You gave
me a difficult question to answer tonight.

I hope you are willing to accept the answer
of ‘it depends.’

Let me try to make sense of what this
‘depends’ response could look like. I want
to make a few observations that will help
perhaps to prioritise some of the factors that
will enable Cape Town to avoid another
water crisis. At the top of my list is good
governance. It will take tremendous skill
and leadership on the part of Cape Town
city authorities and elected officials to
avoid a repeat of another ‘Day Zero’
scenario. It will require a new breed of
people to fill these positions. The skill set
requires a combination of systems thinkers
who are able to see the bigger picture, but
also demonstrate technical skills and
emotional intelligence among others.

I believe we are witnessing some of
these qualities in the city’s leadership right
now, and trust that this will be sustained
and improved further. We are fortunate in
South Africa to be living in Cape Town.

The key to averting a new crisis is
undoubtedly good governance. The second
factor is a stronger economy and a growing
of middle- and lower-income population
who benefit from economic growth. This
growth is necessary to support services and
expansion of infrastructure. Perhaps, in the
long term, desalination will save the city,
but this is going to be an expensive invest-
ment. We ought to start saving up for this
one especially if the technology becomes

|

Gerhard Joubert

more sustainable. Desalination is scheduled
for 2032. It will significantly bolster our
water resources by 300 MLD. In ten years,
the technology might be less expensive,
less energy intensive, and less polluting,
while allowing the process to recover
resources from treated sea water. There

are several other projects that are at the
planned and intervention stages. The new
Faure Water Treatment Works, for example,
promises to be a leading and innovative
treatment plant that can convert wastewater
into drinking water quality.

My final point in response to the ‘depends’
position is one I’ve only mentioned in
passing. It is obvious that bolstering
supplies and diversifying the supply is
necessary in a city with growing water de-
mand. We need more water but bringing
in additional water supplies means more
treatment. There’s a problem here.

Throughout the drought in Cape Town, I
brought up this issue in numerous talks and
media interviews, saying that I was more
concerned about water quality than supply.

Surface and groundwater quality, not
necessarily drinking water quality, is a
developing concern that threatens to
undermine the city’s recreational, amenity
and ecological value.

Out of a crisis comes opportunity.

Sadly, it always seems to take a crisis to
bring about action. The cities of eThekwini
and Gqeberha are the latest to make head-
lines for all the wrong reasons. What
proportion of these crises are caused by
climate change? I don’t know exactly,

but there is enough evidence that climate
change is responsible for weather and
climate variability, but it is not the primary
cause of the devastating drought impacts
in Cape Town and other cities too. Good
governance, leadership, economic growth,
and the experience and skillset of a new
generation will all play a role in Cape

Town’s ability to reduce water risks and
adapt to changing conditions. It will also
rely on citizens using their democratic right
to hold authorities accountable as well as
their active engagement in the reshaping
of the city. Finally, the greatest challenge
is that poverty is a serious environmental
threat to the development of a strong and
resilient city.

Future proofing of Cape Town’s water
outlook depends on several factors and
circumstances. Your own viewpoint and
experience will determine how you order
them. Most of you are in the glorious
position of living in a post-career era, but
I encourage you to continue to use your
voice and influence to shape the city. If
the City can be held to its commitments,
as stated in its Water Strategy and to build
a water resilient city by 2030 and a water
sensitive one by 2040, then we are on track
to avoid a potential ‘Day Zero’.

Finally, I return to the meeting that I had
with the UCT Executives which occurred
some months before the likely occurrence
of ‘Day Zero’.

I would like to leave you with a similar
sentiment tonight: this city will not run out
of water if we can be assured of effective
leadership and good governance.

.00o0.
Thanks: President Owl Mike Bruton

Our responses to climate change, and
its ecological consequences, will require
us not only to adapt to new environmental
conditions but also to take immediate steps
to mitigate these changes. You have clearly
shown that Cape Town still faces a water
crisis and that future proofing our city
against further water shortages remains a
top priority. You have also made the very
important point that crises create
opportunities as they tend to heighten
awareness of critical issues. Thank you for
this most insightful presentation.

Introduction: President Owl Mike Bruton
Gerhard Joubert is no stranger to The
Owl Club, having recently performed at
one of our online meetings during the hard
lockdown. Gerhard is a third year BMus
(Piano Performance) student of Professor
Francois du Toit at UCT’s College of
Music. In September 2021 he recorded
the full Schumann Piano Concerto with
Bernhard Gueller conducting the CPO.
His recent performances include a sold-out
solo recital in the Baxter Concert Hall in
February 2022. He has already won many
accolades and awards during his young but
illustrious career.
Gerhard’s recital will be in two parts,

between which we will enjoy a bar interval.
The first part will comprise two keyboard
sonatas by Scarlatti, an intriguing piece by
our own Peter Klatzow, and a selection of
preludes by Chopin. The second part will
be quite different and includes pieces by
Schubert and Gershwin.
.00o0.

Piano recital part1 ...

Two Keyboard Sonatas
Domenico Scarlatti (1685-1757)

Sonata in E major, K. 162

Sonata in F sharp major, K. 318
Peter Klatzow (1945-2021)

Makoemazaan:
1340 : Page 5 of 9
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on a poem by A. G. Visser (1879-1929) and
portrays the mythical creature Makoemazaan,
a water sprite living among the willows
near a river. Makoemazaan can only be
seen by children under the age of ten and
they become enchanted by his suit of green
and gold. The children allow him to take
them on a mysterious journey underground.
He now becomes Mamlambo, a friendly
snake who they do not fear. He shows them
secret paths and where the water boatmen
hide. Only their mothers’ tears can return
them to the normal world, but they never
escape the memory of Makoemazaan and at
night, in the moonlight, they hear his call.

A selection from Preludes, Op. 28
Frédéric Chopin (1810 — 1849)

No. 8 in F sharp minor

No. 15 in D flat major (Raindrop)

No. 24 in D minor

These three miniature compositions are
from a set of 24 Preludes in all the major
and minor keys, influenced by J. S. Bach’s
two sets of 24 Preludes and Fugues (The
Well-Tempered Clavier, books 1 & 2).

Owl Geoff Everingham

Introduction: President Owl Mike Bruton

Owl Geoff always comes up with
tantalising titles and fascinating talks and
we look forward to hearing his light-
hearted take on some lesser-known European
monarchs in a WPB entitled ‘Of Cabbages
and Kings’.

WPB: Owl Geoff Everingham

The title of my WPB will, I expect, have
had you thinking of Lewis Carroll’s poem,
part of which goes as follows —

The time has come, the Walrus said,

To talk of many things:

Of shoes and ships and sealing-wax,

Of cabbages and kings ...

My choice of title is explained if I take
you back to Bulgaria of which we heard
recently in Owl Sheila Camerer’s WPB.

I must go back to the years 1277-1279. A
peasant by the name of Ivaylo appears to
have led an uprising, taken control of

an army of largely disaffected peasants and

Chopin’s set of Preludes would, in turn,
inspire composers such as Scriabin, Debussy,
Rachmaninoff, and Shostakovich to write
sets of Preludes, some of which are also
twenty-four, in all the major and minor keys.

Piano recital part 2 ...

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Impromptu in G flat major, D. 899 No. 3
George Gershwin (1898 — 1937)

A selection of songs arranged for the piano.

Gerhard Joubert’s virtuoso performance
earned him a standing ovation.

Gerhard Joubert playing on TheTOwl 1CIub’s treaszlJred Bliithner grand piano

.00o0.

Thanks: President Owl Mike Bruton
Thank you, Gerhard, for this wonderful
selection of music played with such panache
and sensitivity. Your virtuosity inspires me

to try harder at everything I do, and I am
sure that you have inspired others as well.
We wish you all the best with your future
studies and career and thank you most
sincerely for your outstanding performance.
We look forward to hosting you again at
The Owl Club.

proclaimed himself tsar following his defeat
of the Tsar Constantin I who Ivaylo
apparently killed in his chariot. Ivaylo’s
humble origins caused him to be given

the nickname ‘Cabbage’, hardly flattering
for a tsar — and so it is that this evening I
shall talk of some of the more interesting
nicknames that have been bestowed over
monarchs in history.

Let me immediately provide a couple
of qualifications — firstly, I have focussed
largely on Western history; secondly, [’ve
only taken cases where the epithet is quite
simply a single adjective such as ‘fat’ as
in Louis the Fat (who ruled France from
1108 -1137) so “The widow of Windsor’
as Queen Victoria is sometimes known,
wouldn’t qualify, nor would the Virgin
Queen for Elizabeth I, though you might
regard that as a borderline case — in terms
of my limitation of choice rather than
virginity — which leads to the third point
— these descriptions are what historians
give us and may be inaccurate, I expect
definitely so in the case of the virgin queen
Elizabeth I.

Naturally, historians of the era of the
monarch concerned had to be careful with
their choice of words, and consequently
we have many ‘the great’s’ - think also of
Alexander, Alfred, Frederick, Peter, some
more warranted than others.

Reflecting on the many descriptions I
found, it’s striking how few of the English
monarchs have a description — after
William the Conqueror, we have Richard

the Lionheart and also William Rufus, or
the Red — it’s not clear whether this rather
unimaginative description referred to his
complexion or his temper; following
his death in 1100 in the New Forest in a
suspicious hunting accident, his brother
Henry dashed off to Winchester in haste to
seize the royal treasury and have himself
crowned king. He became known as Henry
Beauclerc, or good scholar, but thereafter
not one of the subsequent 7 English Henry’s
has, to my knowledge, attracted a nickname
— though Henry VIII could justifiably been
called Henry the Fat based on his size in
later life, as was the case with Louis the
Fat who apparently started off perfectly
well, as did Henry.

Equally disappointing are the 8 English




Edwards, though there is of course Edward
the Confessor who predates the sequencing
of England’s post-conquest kings and
Edward I was known as ‘Longshanks’ so
we might call him Edward the Tall, also
unimaginative — at 6 foot 2 inches he would
have been much taller than most men
around him. I suppose we could describe
Edward VIII as Edward the Disappointment
or Edward the Abdicator, but that would
just be me usurping the historians’ role.

Let us therefore trek eastwards in our
search for nicknames, to what may be an
improbable place, Gniezno, where in 1025
Boleslaw the Brave was crowned king of
Poland. Two kings of the same name
followed, the first one known as Boleslaw
the Bold and then after the Brave and the
Bold which sounds like the basis for a
promising TV series, we have Boleslaw 111
called not Beautiful, but Wrymouth — there
are conflicting explanations for this name,
the one I prefer, by a 15" century chronicler
being — “He had a mouth on one side slightly
bent, and for this he was called Wrymouth;
however, this not marred his face, and even
added to him some charm”.

The Wrymouth divided his kingdom
between his widow Salomea and 4 sons with
names of varying Polish un-pronounceability,
all fortunately nicknamed - the Exile, the
Curly, the Old and the Just, but as they
were Dukes of Krakow rather than kings
of Poland, I will spare you 200 years of
Polish history. Suffice to add that Poland
reappears as a kingdom in 1386 following
union with the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
to create the largest state in Europe under
the Jagiellon dynasty, but one particularly
sparing in nicknames.

You will have noticed that I have by-
passed Scandinavia and it would be remiss
of me to do so for one of the nicknames is
relevant to 21st century; I refer to the man
who was the son of Gorm the Old who died
around 958 AD, and father of Sweyn the
Forkbeard, both named as such for obvious
reasons, a man who it would appear had

a bad and thus darkened tooth, known as
Harald Bluetooth. Generally regarded as
the first king of Denmark, Harald Bluetooth
is ancestor of the present Danish Monarch
Queen Margrethe I1.

Harald united the tribes of Denmark and
then united Denmark and Norway — thus,
when the Ericsson companyinvented the
technology enabling us to connect or unite
our mobile phones to our laptops, and so
on, they named it Bluetooth.

After our meeting you can look on your
phones and locate the Bluetooth symbol
the phone should have ... and you will see a
symbol which looks rather like a horizontal
arrowhead touching the midpoint of a
capital B; this represents the letters HB of
the runic alphabet, for Harald Bluetooth.

The nearby neighbour, Russia, of course,
produced Ivan the Terrible who was Ivan I'V.

Time won’t permit me to catalogue the
sordid deeds which led to him being so
named and with which most of you are
probably familiar, but you may not know
that Ivan III was, like Catherine and Peter,
known as the Great, due to his role in
unifying Russia, and that Ivan I may have

@

been Russia’s first chartered accountant as
he was known as ‘Moneybags’, due to his
financial shrewdness and prudence.
Turning south, I thought I might find
some interesting nicknames among the
Byzantine emperors, after all covering
a period of some 1100 years. Few nick-
names are to be found, nevertheless I want
to use two of them to illustrate the point
that these nicknames are often dependent
on the views of the historians of the time,
coloured by political expediency. These
are Michael the Drunkard, and John the
Handsome.

& o
Flvan thexTerrible

Michael III, the Drunkard, was murdered

in 867 supposedly while insensible after a
drinking bout, at the behest of his favourite
courtier, Basil the Macedonian. Basil duly
became the first emperor of the Macedonian
dynasty, whose historians then unfairly
labelled Michael as the Drunkard.

Before I deal with the second case, allow
me to digress for a moment to Basil’s’
successor, also nicknamed, Leo V, known
as the Wise or the Philosopher as we might
consider his nickname somewhat inaccurate
too. After the death of his third wife and
her baby in childbirth, Leo, with 3 wives
having failed to produce a son, was
desperate for an heir.

Knowing that the church absolutely
forbade a fourth wife, he took up with a
mistress, Zoe Karbonospina (black-eyed

luck would have it, this fertile mistress
produced a son.

Leo the Wise then unwisely bribed a
priest to marry them, which led to his
excommunication by the Patriarch of
Constantinople, Nicholas I Mystikos.
Things were eventually patched up and,
after some glitches, the boy became
Emperor Constantine VI, but that is another
long story.

The second Byzantine example of the
potential for misunderstanding nicknames
by reason of historians’ prejudices or
otherwise, is clearly illustrated in the case of
John II Komnenos known as John the
Good or John the Handsome. A contemporary,
William of Tyre, described John the
Handsome as “short and unusually ugly,
with eyes, hair and complexion so dark he
was known as ‘the Moor’; the nickname has
to do with his character, not, obviously, his
physical appearance. John the Handsome
succeeded his father in 1118 and is noted for
his piety, the mildness of his rule — he is said
never to have condemned anyone to death
or mutilation — very unusual for the time,
and perhaps even more unusually, he was a
faithful husband. So the nickname was well
deserved despite his appearance.

Should there be an award for monarchs’
nicknames I think we must give it to the
French — because in contrast to the pathetic
performance of England’s 16 Henrys and
Edward’s combined, France’s 16 Louis have
numerous nicknames. Some have even
more than one, so that Louis XI is variously
called the Prudent, the Cruel or the Universal

Spider. He was the
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the Victorious who was largely responsible
for removing the English from France to-
wards the end of the 100 Years’ War, hence
the name Victorious. Louis, the Spider King
of France from 1461 — 1483 clashed with
Charles the Bold of Burgundy. Though the
Burgundian rulers were dukes rather than
kings, I could not resist their nicknames for
Charles the Bold was the son of Philip the
Good, the offspring of John the Fearless, the
son of Philip the Bold. The Burgundian dukes
wonderfully flattering nicknames were to no

avail for the dynasty was done in by Louis the

Spider, the prudent etc, indirectly of course,
paying the Swiss to administer the coup de
grace; this Louis succeeded in extending
French territory considerably, preferring to
use diplomatic means, bribery, treaties (which
he frequently broke), spying, whatever was
needed to further his aims, hence the nick-
names.

Unsurprisingly the first Louis to have a
nickname was Louis I, known as Louis the
Pious or Louis the Debonair, an experienced
ruler having been appointed by his father
Charlemagne — or Charles the Great - as ruler
of Aquitaine at the age of 3 and who succeeded
him as king and Holy Roman Emperor in due
course, his elder brother who should have
inherited the throne, Pepin the Hunchback
having been disinherited — but that’s also
another long story.

Louis II, known as Louis the Stammerer,
was the son of Charles the Bald, whereas
Louis II1, his son, seems to have been lucky
enough to have avoided a nickname.

.00o0.

Post Prandial Owls

Several Owls have expressed surprise that
the Club makes provision for Post Prandial
Owls, that is Owls who for one reason or
another either do not wish to dine with the
Club before our meetings or are for schedule
reasons unable to do so but are able to arrive
at just after 8pm for the start of the meeting
proper. A very small number of Owls have
taken advantage of this ancient provision in
our ways of working.

Owls who wish to attend as Post Prandial
Owls must notify the Secretary (preferably
by email) of their intention to do so, so as to
secure a post prandial perch (and a glass of
wine) no later than the Sunday preceding the
meeting. No dinner or other fee is payable.

But, of course, Owls who do make use of
this option will miss dinner and the conviviality
that accompanies the meal

.00o0.

Aspirant Owls

The Committee has reviewed proposals of
membership for Martin Hess (category
Science, proposed by Owl Ashmead and
seconded by Owl McClure) and Dallas Reed

n _»C-‘harles’ the Simpie

Louis IV had the misfortune to have as his
father Charles the Simple, defeated at the b
Battle of Soissons in 923, following which
Louis fled with his mother across the channel
to Wessex; on being recalled to France as
king he gained the nickname D’Outremer or
‘from overseas’. You’ll realise I could have
used all my time just dealing with the French
Louis’; we have in sequence the Lazy (or Le
fainenant, the do-nothing as the French call
him), the Fat (interestingly, the son of Philip
the Amorous), the Young, the Lion, the Saint,
the Quarreller (who died in 1316 after a
particularly exhausting game of tennis, appar-
ently the first person we know of who played
the game, and also therefore its first known
casualty), Louis the Just, Louis the Beloved
and, unsurprisingly, Louis the Last.

Members News
(category Art, proposed by Owl Peter
Sutherland and seconded by Owl Duff) and
believing that both would make worthy Owls,
publishes these two nominations for the
information of Owls.

Any Owl who might wish to raise any
matter concerning these proposals is invited
to do so by contacting the President or the
Secretary Bird before 25 July 2022.

.00o0.

Welcome to Owldom

The Committee is pleased to report the
election of Gabriel Clark Brown to be an
Owl. Owl Clark Brown has wide interests
as a practising artist, editor of an arts paper,
and involvement in heritage work. We look
forward to seeing him as a regular at our
meetings, and hope that both he and recently-
elected Owl Norton Tennille will be
presented for induction at the July meeting.

.00o.

Keeping Owldom records up to date

In this digital era a person’s home address
is often of less importance than it was when
communication was by post. The Secretary
Bird has noticed that the Club’s records
suggest home addresses, for several Owls, that

It seems a bit unfair to give so little
attention to Louis XIV, the Sun King, because
he does have the distinction of being the
longest reigning monarch in European history,
some 72 years, having had the advantage of
coming to the throne aged 4. Incidentally,
the distinction of being the youngest king
of France does not belong to Louis XIV, but
to the son of the quarrelsome tennis player
whose wife Clementia of Hungary was
pregnant when he died and duly produced a
son; the hapless baby died 5 days later and is
thus France’s shortest reigning monarch, as
well as its youngest, rather drolly known as
John the Posthumous.

This little romp through European history
is inevitably incomplete. I tender apologies to
those of you of Portuguese descent who must
feel that my journey should have been assisted
by Henry the Navigator, without whom most
of us probably wouldn’t be here tonight. In
like vein, Owls of Dutch descent will feel
aggrieved that I have not referred to him who
brought about the Netherlands as an
independent state, and whose memory I must
now invoke and follow, William the Silent.

.00o0.
Thanks: President Owl Mike Bruton

Thank you, Owl Geoff, for these fascinating
tales, delivered in your own unique style. It
is always intriguing to hear some of the back
stories of history, and your ability to relate
history to modern technology is remarkable.
As far as [ am concerned you are ‘King of the
Wastepaper Baskets’, so perhaps we should
anoint you as ‘Geoff the Eloquent’!

seem to be out of date. If you have moved in
the past five or so years and may not have
advised the club of a change of address,
please notify the Secretary.

An Owl who lives in Hermanus and is
a regular at dinners/meetings would wish
to know of others in the area. We have an
Owl whose address is in Grabouw but no
other Owl is recorded as living beyond Sir
Lowry’s pass. If you live in Hermanus, or in
some hamlet between the pass and Hermanus,
please let the Secretary Bird know.

.00o.

The Third Tuesday and Club regalia

The Club has a small stock of Owl Club
clothing (ties, cravats, cuff links, etc) and a
stock of copies — in mint condition — of The
Third Tuesday, Eric Rosenthal’s account of
the Club for the years 1951 — 1981. These
will be on sale before the July meeting. Owls
who will not be at the July meeting may
secure a copy of The Third Tuesday by making
payment by EFT into the Club’s account
with reference < name, 3 Tuesday>. Out-
of-town Owls who wish a copy sent to them

should add R120 for

Postnet courier costs.



.00o0. particular ideology (although it could be). What Owls collect.

Members’ publications. Instead, its members are independent thinkers The committee has decided that the long-

Past President Owl Geoff Everingham and doers who offer wisdom, common sense ~ postponed display on ‘What Owlis Collect’
who has recently read — and thoroughly and, in general, moderation on a wide range ~ will be held at the 2013 AGM meeting. This
enjoyed - our indefatigable President’s recent  of fopics.” and the author carries on to claim  display will showcase the many and varied
publication, Curious Notions. Reflections of ~ that “Their [our] interdisciplinary, ‘blue sky’  collections that Owls have made, either
an Imagineer (Footprint Press, October 2021)  musings can and do trigger novel ideas and ~ professionally or as hobbies, over the years
and observes that this publication includes insights that are potentially useful to soci- and will be accompanied by short talks on
reference to The Owl Club. ety.” and that the Club: “is a forward-looking some of the collections.

President Owl Mike Bruton records that  institution based on strong traditions that is We thank those Owls who have so willingly
“The Owl Club does not aspire to be a formal constantly re-inventing itself.” contributed to this forthcoming exhibition.
‘think-tank’ or ‘brains trust’that promotes a .00o0. .00o0.
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