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Dear Fellow Owls

     THE 1342nd MEETING OF THE OWL CLUB, PRECEDED BY DINNER, WILL 
BE HELD ON TUESDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2022, 6:00 PM FOR 7:00 PM START, 
IN THE GRILL ROOM, KELVIN GROVE CLUB.

     Chairman: President Owl Mike Bruton

     Guest speaker: Dr John Roos
          When Rolls met Royce
               John Roos is currently the Clinical Head of the Department of Anaesthesia
          at Mitchell’s Plain Hospital and he has a general interest in most things historical.
          This is the story of how Charles Rolls met Henry Royce, and how their quest
          for excellence led to their international dominance on land, in the sea and in the
          air. Motoring buffs will no doubt find this presentation to be of special interest.

     Music: Gabriele Von Durkheim and Jana van der Walt
          Flute and harp duo
               Gabriele Von Durkheim is the long-standing principal flautist of the Cape Town
          Philharmonic Orchestra.  She is one of South Africa’s leading exponents of the 
          instrument and is also active as a soloist, ensemble musician and a teacher.  Jana 
          van der Walt has wide international experienceas as a soloist, chamber musician
          and orchestral participation. Owls can expect a varied programme of music from
          this heavenly duo.

     WPB: Owl Dirk Durnez
          Art as an agent of change
               Owl Dirk Durnez is a Belgian Diplomatic Advisor and owner of Art@Africa
          (which invests time and enthusiasm in young artists, offering them a platform
          from which to work). He has the talent to recognise good art and the ability to
          identify and unlock promising emerging artists. Owl Durnez’s WPB will be
          supported by a display.

     Dinner price: R290 for Owls and guests alike.

     Dress: Black tie (or similarly elegant attire).

RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS:
     Any Owl who does not have internet access is welcome to telephone the Secretary 
Bird at 082 440 8204 or 021 671 3121 to book a perch.
     All other Owls are encouraged to use the Pay’n’Perch procedure by paying their 
dining fee into the Club’s bank account by EFT and instructing the bank (using the 
option provided) to send a remittance confirmation email to secretary@owls.capetown
whereupon their perches will be booked.
     No further emails will be needed from you unless you have special dietary needs
or if you are using a dining credit.
     In all cases, bookings will close at 6:00 pm on Saturday 17th Septmber 2022.
     All bookings will be acknowledged.

“An archaeologist is the best husband a woman can have.
The older she gets, the more interested he is in her”

Agatha Christie



Vuuren (accordion). The repertoire for the 
evening was strictly Parisian, evoking misty 
memories of the banks of the River Seine, 
the Eiffel Tower, the Notre Dame and the 
streets of Montmartre. 
     Following the first half of the musical 
programme, a 15-minute bar interval was 
called for.
     The second half of the musical programme
continued in the same genre and ‘Ooh La La’
soon had their audience clapping along in 
unison with some nostalgic Parisian ‘oldies’.
     Owl Frank Raimondo was then invited 
to fill the Waste-Paper Basket which he 
did with his very thought-provoking talk on 
‘Challenges of managing a coastal private
nature and marine reserve in the new 
South Africa’. He was well-qualified to talk 
on this subject as, besides his ownership of 
the Whale Coast Private Nature Reserve, 
he is also a Director of the Peace Parks 
Foundation, a Trustee of WWF, a Patron of 
the Wilderness Leadership School and a 
Patron of Whale Coast Conservation
     To conclude the evening, the President
then invited all present to charge their glasses
and to rise as he proposed the Toast to The 
Owl Club and, at 22:18, subsequently
wished all Owls, and their guests, a safe 
flight home.

guests were asked to rise in his memory.
     Owl Richard Rosenthal was then invited
to deliver the Toast To Our Founders, 
Arnold Matthews And Other Benefactors 
which he presented most graciously.
     A new Owl was then inducted into the
fellowship, with the President formally
welcoming Owl Norton Tennille and 
inviting him to take heed that he dwell in 
harmony with his fellow Owls and that he 
be ready, at all times, to bear his part in the 
Club’s assemblies
     The President, requesting that guests
remained seated (as the lights were 
dimmed), then proposed the traditional 
(hauntingly hooted) Toast To Our Guests, 
following which he introduced the guest 
speaker for the evening.

     Renowned academic, Leonard Suransky,
in his interesting talk entitled ‘Putin’s
wager to overturn the post-Cold War 
international order’ discussed the war in 
Ukraine, Putin’s rise to power and his
aggrieved perception of an US/Nato/Western
agenda to undermine the restoration of
Russia as a major power, and he also gave 
an incisive observation on Putin (the man) 
as an archetype authoritarian strongman.
     The musical entertainment for the evening
was presented (in two separate sessions) 
by Matthew Reid and the ‘Ooh La La’ 
ensemble, consisting of Brydon Bolton 
(double bass), Kerryn Torrance (violin), 
Matthew Reid (clarinet) and Andre van 

     A total of 56 Owls and 13 guests met for 
the 1341st meeting of The Owl Club, held 
in The Grill Room at Kelvin Grove Club, 
Newlands on Tuesday 16th August 2022.
     The gathering was called to order at 
19:00 sharp, with President Owl Mike
Bruton welcoming all and inviting Owl 
Kevin Rorke to deliver the Grace.
     The dinner started with a tasty tomato 
and bell-pepper soup drizzled with basil oil. 
This was followed by (surprise, surprise, 
not chicken!) roast sirloin steak served with 
garlic baby potatoes, seasoned vegetables 
and mushroom sauce, The dessert was an 
apple crumble served with ice cream. The 
meal was accompanied by fine red and 
white wines from the Hawksmoor estate 
and the meal ended with a welcome cup of 
filter coffee
     The President then asked Owls and 
guests to charge their glasses and to rise 
for the Toast To South Africa, which then 
led into a short break whilst the tables were 
cleared.
     The 1341st meeting of The Owl Club 
commenced with President Owl Mike Bruton
congratulating those Owls who were 
celebrating birthdays during the month of 
August, viz: Owls George Ellis (83),
Edward Coetzee (80), Maciej Soltynski
(80), Grant Tarr (78), Alan Lindhorst (73)
and Roxane Mather (35).
     On a sadder note, the President announced
that Owl Piet Westra (elected in 1988) had 
flown to a higher perch, and Owls and 

 

Grace
For soup, and wine,

and cheese, and bread,
and Bœuf à la Lyonnaise;

We, your overweight disciples,
give you humble thanks and praise.
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The August 2022 meeting

Owl Richard Rosenthal

Leonard Suransky

Owl Frank
RaimondoOwls clapping in time to the stirring music of ‘Ooh La La’



and expelled, jailed or killed any opponents 
to the Putin way and policy.
    Ironically, this former communist and 
atheist, also promoted the Russian Orthodox
Church to channel state funds to radical 
parties in Europe, and to spread the word of
‘true’ Christianity against the secular,
immoral, consumerist and decadent West.
    Putin was justified in feeling that NATO 
had not heeded his warning not to expand 
into his ‘back garden,’ and particularly not 
into Ukraine which, he said correctly, had 
been a critical part of Russia for many cen-
turies.   Is it true that NATO itself was
intent on expanding?  Or rather was it 
principally the former Soviet satellites and 
colonies who had reason not to trust Russia 
to respect their new found independence. 
    These newly independent nations were 
determined to seek safety under the NATO 
and EU umbrella.   Hence the war.
     Putin’s plan for a quick victory failed.  

 

     Putin is the archetype strong man, a 
model for others like Erdogan, Modi, 
Trump, Zuma etc.  He is not a gentleman.  
He is not a nice guy. He is a dictator who 
claims that Russia needs (and always had 
needed) a strong leader.
     His career started as a KGB operative in 
Dresden, East Germany where, despite
official denials that this era was significant,
that saw him involved in smuggling Russian
minerals and oil for dollars; compromising 
Western businessmen to spy for the KGB; 
and spying on NATO.
     As the KGB foresaw the imminent 
demise of the Soviet Union, the big push 
was to funnel huge amounts of money to 
‘friendly firms’ abroad. This was done with 
a view to continue the war against the West.
     As deputy mayor of St. Petersburg, Putin 
and is colleagues developed a system that 
was to be the caste for his career.  In St. 
Petersburg, the KGB joined with organized 

crime (Tambov) to take over the economic 
core of the city, the central harbour and the 
oil refinery.  Supposedly their operations 
were intended to bring in food for oil.
     The food never came.  The money was 
placed in friendly businesses and banks 
abroad, possibly even in some of Mr. 
Trump’s businesses.
     Putin’s rise to take over Yeltsin’s 
presidential mantle was meteoric.  First, 
he managed the Kremlin’s huge domestic 
and foreign properties, then he headed the 
FSB (the new KGB).  He was (mistakenly) 
chosen as a competent, safe, modest, trust-
worthy pair of hands.  Not the case! But he 
had been trained to dissemble, and once in 
power, his Machiavellian character took 
hold.   He rapidly installed the KGB and its 
criminal networks into positions of power,    

He has had to resort to an old-fashioned 
grinding World War style, destroying town 
after town by levelling them completely 
in the same vicious way that Russia had 
destroyed Chechnyan and Syrian cities.   It 
is a horrendous and brutal war.   Will Putin 
stop at taking the Donbas region, the
richest part of the Ukraine, both agriculturally,
industrially and mineral-wise?  Will 
Zelensky have to accept this huge loss, or 
will Puttin go grinding on to re-take all of 
Ukraine? And beyond?
     I believe that Putin and his men are 
serious about creating a Eurasian empire, 
possibly to replace the EU in time.  Is this 
a joint long term plan in conjunction with 
his ally President Xi of China?  Xi’s huge 
Belt and Road infrastructure is a rail and 
harbour ‘invasion’ of Eurasia.   They are 
both convinced that the western liberal 
democratic system is steadily failing. Have 
they been taken aback by the unity and 
support Biden has built against the war, and 
European realization of what a Russian
victory could mean?

    Who amongst us would rather live under 
a regime such as that of Putin or that of the 
other strong men who bestride parts of our 
world.   It would be a world with none of 
our democratic and legal freedoms, which 
even exist in our shambolic South Africa.
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Guest speaker:  Leonard Nuransky 
Putin’s wager to overturn the post-Cold War international order 

Leonard Nuransky

Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin

Russia’s war in Ukraine



 

     The story begins on Boxing Day 1983, 
almost 40 years ago, when we were having 
a picnic on the beach at Bekvis Baai in 
Vermont, near Hermanus.  We learned that 
the nearby farm, Hoek van de Berg, was for 
sale.  We had recently moved from Pretoria 
to the Cape and purchased a house in Cape 
Town, and were looking for a piece of land 
near the sea in Hermanus.
     This farm, now known as the Whale 
Coast Private Nature Reserve, runs along 
the seafront from Hawston to Vermont and 
forms a triangle which runs up to Hoek van
de Berg at the corner of the Onrus Mountains
(see map).  The main road to Hermanus – 
the R43 - runs through the farm.  The total 
area at the time was 450 ha, but is now 
closer to 500 ha.  There were no fences 
along the boundaries at the time so anyone 
could enter and drive all over the farm in 
4X4s and motorbikes, which is what was 
happening regularly.  There is a rocky shelf 
jutting out along the coast into the sea.  
A limestone cliff runs along most of the 
coastal zone and a large sand dune covers 
the rest.  Rain seeps down through the sand 
and runs out at various sections along the 
coast.  Originally, most of the farm was a 
series of dunes which move back-and-forth 
with the prevailing winds, but after the war, 
the authorities planted Rooikraans and

 

    Matthew Reid and the Ooh La La ensemble
have performed as far east as Mossel Bay
and as far north as Nelspruit and their musical
peformance for The Owl Club was warmly 
appreciated (especially in the second part 
of the evening which saw Owls and guests 
enthusiastically clapping in unison to the 
stirrng Parisian music).
   Matthew Reid (clarinet), Kerryn Torrance
(violin), Andre van Vuuren (accordian) 
and Brydon Bolton (double bass) took the 
Owls on a nostalgic trip down memory
lane, evoking misty images of Monmarte, 
the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame, Moulin
Rouge, Pigalle, Folies Bergère and the River
Seine,  Well-known melodies including: La 
vie en rose; Non, je ne regrette rien; Les 
Champs-Élysées; Under the bridges of 
Paris; Ne me quitte pas; Tous les garçons 
et les filles and the well-loved caberet Can-
can kept the audince smiling throughout.
     Overall, an evening of truly entertaing 
musis and The Owl Club looks forward to 
being entertained by Ooh La La again.

critical role in linking the mountains to the 
coastal area.
    The question we faced was how best 
to go about preserving this very special 
property.
     The first thing we did was to set about 
having this property declared a Private
Nature Reserve and this was followed some 
years later by having the coastal zone
declared as the Mudge Point Marine 
Protected area.  Both of these areas were 
subsequently gazetted and officially 
proclaimed.  We had a formal ceremony 
at which Albie Sachs, who was the ANC 
Environmental Affairs person at the time, 
presided and included in the gathering were 
Ian Player and Advocate François Junod 
from the Mountain Club of South Africa 
(which was a great support to us in the 
early days).  At that time we did not realise 
that proclamation is one thing, but that
law enforcement is entirely another!
     One of the first things we did was to 
stop all kelp collecting along the coast so as 
to restore the ecological balance and this
resulted in a big improvement in the fish, 
bird and seal populations over the years.
     Next, we decided to rectify all around 
the property to stop people driving in.  We 
chose an 8-foot fence
with wooden poles

Port Jackson from Australia in order to
stabilise the dunes.  We decided to set about 
the removal of these aliens in order to allow 
the coastal fynbos to return.
     We were struck from the outset by the 
beauty of this landscape and realised that it 
was the only large remaining undeveloped 
coastal area in Hermanus and played a 1342 : Page 4 of 10

Musical Notes:  Ooh La La
Matthew Reid, Kerryn Torrance, Andre van Vuuren & Brydon Bolton

 
WPB:  Owl Frank Raimondo

Challenges of managing a coastal private nature and marine reserve 
in the new South Africa

l/r: Brydon Bolton, Kerryn Torrance, Matthew Reid & Andre van Vuuren

Owl Frank Raimondo



burn out as they are uncontrollable,
especially if there is a wind blowing.  We 
use a drone to keep track of what is
happening on the property, and this is a 
very good management tool that saves time 
and transport costs.
     And, at Mudge Point itself, on the 
sea, halfway along the property between 
Hawston and Vermont were two cottages.  
The one on the Hawston side is known as 
Plankhuis, as it was occupied at one stage 
by Mr Woodholme!  This property, and 
the land behind it, is owned by the Euston 
Brown family who come out for weekends.  
It used to be owned, many years ago, by the
MacFarlane family from whom we purchased
our farm.  The family used to own most of 
the land from Hermanus to Houw Hoek, 
where they owned the farm Kriflokskraal, 
which has today sadly been invaded by the 
Koi community.  
     Brian MacFarlane started the perlemoen 
industry as we know it today at Plankhuis 
before moving off to the new harbour area 
in Hermanus.  The little bay in front of 
Plankhuis is known as D’Urban’s Cove and 
it was here at 3 PM on the afternoon of 27th 
February 1852 that some of the survivors
of the Birkenhead, led by the ship’s surgeon,
Dr Calhane, landed in a lifeboat.  Doctorr 
Calhane then swapped his boat for a horse

Hengel en Bewaring Organisie but, as a 
result of our actions, I was subsequently 
thrown out of the club!!  At the Vermont 
end we blocked off the road with huge 
boulders.  This caused great consternation 
among the 4x4 brigade, but in subsequent 
years they came to thank me and said 
that the fishing and diving have radically 
improved!
    From the outset we decided that, because 
the task of alien removal was so big, we 
needed to concentrate on the coastal section 
to begin with.  After a number of years, we 
succeeded in this regard and the coastal 
area today is covered in milk wood and 
coastal fynbos.  During flower season there 
are wonderful flower displays of all kinds.  
We have even found some extremely rare 
plants, which apparently grow nowhere 
else, and which were believed to be extinct, 
such as Gladiolus Mineata.
     We started off with a small team but 
now have a team of six who spent most of 
their time removing alien vegetation on the 
farm and also above the R43 at the foot of 
the mountain, which is particularly difficult 
as we have to cart water up the mountain by
hand in order to spray aliens where required. 
The dune areas we used chainsaws as well 
as tractors with rotary slashers – all of 
which take a real hammering as, apart from 
Rooikrans and Port Jackson, we also have 
Hakea and Spider Gum in abundance.
    At the outset, we allowed people from 
Hawston to come onto the property to cut 
wood, and many millions of rands worth 
of firewood have been removed from the 
property.  Unfortunately, it is difficult to 
get them to work in a systematic way and 
the trash is left all over the place, causing a 
serious fire hazard.  Consequently, we now 
only allow selected parties to remove
                          firewood and cut large fire
                         breaks each year around the
                          property.  In spite of this,
                         we have had a series of veld 
                            fires over the years which
                         we have simply allowed to

and simple barbed wire strands which 
would allow animals to move through the 
fence without much difficulty.  We also left 
one metre gaps every half a kilometre in 
order to allow people to access the property
without having to cut the fence. The purpose
of this fence was also to stop fishermen 
coming in with their trucks and leaving 
their rubbish behind – which unfortunately 
they still do today.  We spend much of our 
free time walking along the coast picking 
up plastic bottles and, of course, condoms, 
which, we subsequently found out, were 
used to protect the cell phones of the 
poachers!
     We made it quite clear from the outset, 
with appropriate signage, that bone fide 
hikers and fishermen were most welcome 
but vehicles were not.
     The commercial divers were most upset 
about this because they used to drive down 
to Plankhuis beach along the coastal track, 
rather than using the slipway in Hawston, 
which was perfectly adequate.  We assured 
them that, if conditions were such that they 
could not use the Hawston harbour as a 
result of bad weather, we would open the 
gates for them.  To this day, that has never 
been necessary.
     A far greater complaint came from our 
white friends – the fishermen from close-by
Hermanus used to drive up-and-down coast
from both boundaries to go fishing without
having to walk, and the tannies who would 
sit under their umbrellas on the shore.
                                            They made me
                                              an honorary
                                                       member
                                                         of the
                                                        Walker
                                                          Baai
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carried on in the above manner until the 
new democracy arrived in 1994.  You’re 
all familiar with what has happened since 
then.  What appeared to be a growth asset 
suddenly became a big liability (as is now 
most land in the country!)  Law and order
soon fell by the wayside and service delivery
protests began to multiply. 
     Hermanus was no exception, as many of 
you may remember.
     At the end of 1994 there were a series of 
demonstrations in Hermanus about service 
delivery and demand for land.  The R43 
was closed off at Hawston once again with 
tyres being burned on the road.  Matters 
became even more heated when politics 
became involved, and the ANC faction in 
Hawston began to demand unrestricted 
vehicle access to the Plankhuis and Mudge
Point area.  Despite the presence of constant
supervision, the security companies were 
unable to curtail vehicle access at our 
Hawston harbour entry point as they kept 
ripping out the gates and throwing them 
into the sea.  Thereafter, they would then 
drive through to the house at Mudge Point 
and invade the shoreline to poach.  The 
police declared themselves unable to assist 
so we decided to escalate our problem 
to the then State President FW de Klerk 
(who had a house in Hermanus at the time) 
via our local MP Mr Lampie Fick.  Mr 
de Klerk asked us to be patient until the 
holiday crowds had left Hermanus in early 
January and then he would instruct the SAP 
to come to our assistance.  The chosen day 
was 5th January 1995, which we referred to 
as ‘D-Day’, and we notified the locals that 
they needed to remove all vehicles from 
the property by that date.  The police, with 
reinforcements, duly arrived as promised 
but found their way blocked by crowds of 
local Hawstonians, including women and 
children, who broke through the police 
cordon and marched to the house at Mudge 
Point with banners saying ‘F**ck D-Day’, 
demanding to meet with me.
     It was a hot day and temperatures were 
high by the time they arrived.  Many were 

mountains section of Hoek van de Berg.  
We use the sheds for storage of our tractors 
and machinery, as well as firewood, and 
allow the Greenhouse to be occupied by 
the Whale Coast Conservation Society of 
Hermanus at no cost.  They do excellent
outreach work and education for the
communities of Hermanus and also run 
camps on our farm and where we have set 
up camping sites in the milkwood forests 
near the sea.  These buildings are also self-
sufficient regarding water and power supply. 
The presence of our staff, who are all 
related, both at Mudge Point and at the 
Greenhouse, has been a great help to us 
from a security point of view and we are 
greatly indebted to them in this regard.
     Notwithstanding the above, we still 
have periodic attempts at break-ins at our 
various sheds and have to attend to these in 
the middle of the night.  Poachers also
regularly attempt to come close to our 
house, but our trusty pack of dogs usually 
manages to scare them away.
     We regularly lose fence poles and wire 
to thieves who steal these for their own
use – why go and buy when you can simply
steal from next door?  We have good 
contacts among the gangs in Hawston and 
sometimes they are helpful in recovering 
stolen goods of a more valuable nature 
(as the police are completely ineffective).  
We have had to resort to digging a deep 
trench along the Hawston boundary of the 
property to stop vehicle access.  We have 
been unable to curb poaching along the 
coast – despite having tried our best in the 
early days.  The authorities occasionally 
send out the army and carry out raids from 
time to time, but this only seems to stir up a 
hornets’ nest and, as a result, once the
authorities have gone, poaching resumes 
even more ferociously!  At the onset we
assumed the perlemoen would soon be 
wiped out, but it appears not to be the case.  
The poachers always seem to manage to 
find something worthwhile – even if they 
have to use compressed air bottles to do so!
     For a period of some 10 years or so we 
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from Michiel Hein in Hawston and galloped
off to Cape Town to alert the authorities of 
the disaster of the Birkenhead wreck off 
Danger Point.
    The other cottage was owned by the 
Hare Family, and we purchased this from 
them, as we felt it was the right place to 
build our own house in view of the
protection it offered from the south-east 
winds.  The house faces north/west across 
the sea towards Kleinmond and the Palmiet 
Valley with Koegelberg beyond.  Together 
with the amazing bird and marine life of 
the area, we felt it was the ideal place to 
build a house where we could  benefit 
from the exceptional view.  We decided we 
wanted to be completely independent of 
services right from the outset and to this 
extent we designed the house to be self-
sufficient in water and power supply.  So, 
we copied from our Roman ancestors and 
built large cisterns under the house to catch 
rainwater from the roof.  Solar panels were 
installed from the outset and provide power 
via inverters to the house.  Originally, we 
used lead acid batteries, but moved over to 
Lithium-Ion batteries some years ago, and 
this has proved to be a great improvement.  
We also have a diesel generator which is 
hardly ever used and reserved for critical 
circumstances.
     We cook using wood stoves, gas or 
electricity.  As can be imagined, we have 
a large stock of firewood for the future.  
Fortunately, we built our house higher 
up than the old Hare Cottage, so did not 
expect to be bothered by rising sea levels 
for many years to come, even though we 
could clearly see how the spring tides were 
moving higher up as the years went by.  
A large seal colony has established itself 
right in front of the house so we hear them 
often might sounding like unhappy families 
screaming at each other.
     Some years ago, a very large, dead 
sperm whales washed up right in front of 
the house.  We tried everything we could 
to get rid of it – even making a big bonfire 
around it – all to no avail.  It was much 
too tough to cut up with saws.  In despera-
tion, we contacted our friends at the NSRI 
in Hermanus and they sent all their boats 
to see if they could drag the whale off the 
rocks.  Only by linking the boats together 
and waiting for the turn of the spring tide, 
was it finally possible to drag it off the 
rocks and into the Mozambique Channel 
where they surmised it would disappear.  
No such luck!  A few weeks later, the same
whale washed up on Fish Hoek beach and 
caused such a stink that they had to use 
bulldozers to bury it.
     Some of our staff live at Mudge Point
and others across the R43 at the Greenhouse 
on the farm, portion 3, which we purchased 
some years ago and which includes the Typical Overberg mountain scenery
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clearly high on drugs.  We tried to negotiate
once more, but it was pointless as we had 
been through these matters many times 
before.  We had insisted they had no right 
of servitude but were welcome to walk 
along coast.  The crowd grew restless and 
started stoning the house.  Someone took 
a pot shot at me.  Fortunately, his aim was 
not very good but you can still see the 
ding in the heavy shutters which we had 
pulled down over the windows.  At this 
point the police opened fire with teargas 
and shotguns and the crowd scattered back.  
Unbeknown to us, SATV arrived and this 
became the headline news that night.  We 
received messages of encouragement, not 
to give into the mob.  At 5 PM, the police 
drove off, but the crowd started to filter 
back and continued to threaten us.  We 
contacted the police again and they sent out 
an armoured Nyala with sharpshooters who 
took up positions on the roof of the house
to keep us safe.  Whenever we went
shopping, we had to travel in the SAP 
Nyala.  This worked for a while, but after 
some days the police said to us “we can’t 
keep this up forever.  You need to make 
your own arrangements”.
     At that moment a man called Ian
MacIntyre arrived on the property (he’d 
been in the Rhodesian Bush War) and said 
“I am your man!”  He was of an age, 
but in good shape and walked around in 
shorts with a sawn-off shotgun and Bush 
hat turned up at the side, threatening to 
blow to pieces, anyone who came near the 
house.  He sat on the roof at night (with a 
searchlight) and set booby-traps all round.  
At the end of the holidays, when it was time 
to go home, we invited him for some target 
practice with the kids and found that he 
could not even shoot straight!  He left and 
we have never seen him again.  
     For our next visit to Mudge Point, we 
engaged the services of two ex-SAP riot 
police (who had left the service).  One of 
them – Dieter Steggerman – stood some 
2.2 m tall and was a crack shot.  He called 
the locals over and invited them to place 
an empty beer can on the other side of the 
bay and promptly fired a shot right through 
the can.  He then invited them to repeat 
the exercise and did the same thing again.  
He then turned to the crowd and said “En 
onthou julle: Accidents happen!”.  From 
that day on, we had relative peace and quiet 
at the house until 2018 when local politics
became heated once again and the Land Party
decided to invade and burn our house down.  
     My son, Michael, was running the show 
at the time and informed us later that he’d 
been warned by informants from Hawston 
that this might happen.  Once again tyres 
were burning on the R43.  So, he sent off all 
the staff (as well as his partner, Justine, and 
the dogs) and he climbed onto the roof 

of the house with my shotgun and the
searchlight, suitably dressed with a balaclava
and bullet-proof vest.  When the people 
came near, he fired into the air and kept 
chasing them away.  At the same time, he 
had alerted the Red Ants in Cape Town who 
took some 4 hours to reach Mudge Point – 
having to go via Caledon owing to the
burning tyres on the R43.  They only arrived
at midnight!  Justine and the staff were
allowed back the next day and the Red Ants 
stayed in place for some two weeks, until 
things had calmed down.  We were overseas 
at the time and so were very anxious.  Once 
again, fortunately, there were no martyrs!  
Had there been, we would have been in a 
very awkward situation.  Michael tries to 
keep regular contact with neighbours in
Hawston and Vermont and has assisted the 
former with discussions in the Overstrand 
Council regarding available land for them.  
As some of you will no doubt remember, 
an enormous amount of damage was done 
in Hermanus at the time with buildings 
being burned and destroyed, including the 
Recycling Factory with which I had been 
involved.  The police, as usual, did nothing 
to stop the mayhem and even allowed the 
Police dog unit building in Hawston, which 
used to be on our boundary, to burn down.

    Some years ago, Michael and Justine
decided to buy a ‘plane.  After obtaining 
their pilots licences, they built an airstrip 
behind the coastal dunes and were able to 
fly off over the sea and down the coast to 
count whales and visit different parts of 
South Africa.  Someone then split on them 
and the Green Scorpions arrived on scene 
and made them close down the airstrip with 
a penalty of R10m if they did not comply. 
     So, the plane was promptly sold – much 
to our relief as the crosswinds in the area 
made landing and take-off dangerous.
     From the outset, we had in the back of 
our minds, the possibility of developing
the property behind the coastal dunes such 
that anyone walking along the shore would 
not be aware that such a development
existed.  Professionals were engaged who 
did numerous surveys of the property and
reports with many plans were drawn up.  

These included a signature golf course by 
Jack Nicklaus who asked for $1 million 
upfront.  We sent him packing and he went 
off to Simola where he designed a course 
for them before they went bust!  David Jack 
was very helpful in guiding us to consider 
the latest environmentally sensitive designs 
and gave us references all over the world 
which we went to see.  We obtained rights 
for some 1000 houses from the Western 
Cape Administrator, Kobus Meiring, in the 
late 80s, but decided to let these lapse as we 
were not convinced that this would be the 
best solution for the property.  The more we 
went into it the more it became obvious that 
any development would, in fact, detract
from the landscape and would only serve to 
bring more people onto the property.
     My good friend, the late Neville Schaefer, 
founder of Trafalgar Properties and the 
Sectional Title ‘king’, once said to me 
“Frank, the more development you have 
on this property, the more problems you 
will inherit.”  The more we thought about 
this the more we realised he was right. 
     This has become especially the case in 
recent years when the local people
considered this to be their land to enjoy but
are dead against any kind of development. 
A typical case in point has been the Riverside
Development in Cape Town where some of 
the Koi people seem about to scupper the 
development.  The same Koi people asked
for a meeting with us recently and appeared
satisfied to hear that we would not be 
developing, but one can never tell what 
the next step will be from their side – see 
Kriflokskraal in Elgin which was invaded 
during this past year.
     So, after careful thought and much 
discussion in our family, we have decided 
to do everything possible to preserve this 
special piece of land for future generations.  
We are well aware that we could lose it 
at any stage, but we believe it is a cause 
fighting for.  The alien clearing programme 
proceeds apace and the local fynbos is 
returning in large parts of the farm – in 
particular along the coast and on the slopes 
of the mountain where most of our efforts 
concentrated.  As mentioned above, we 
have discovered some plants which were 
thought to be virtually extinct growing on 
the limestone hills behind our house and in 
November they are a magnificent sight to 
behold.
     The Whale Coast Conservation Foundation
is doing wonderful work with the local 
youth, as outlined previously, and they 
have started a Chameleon Reserve in the 
Restios Grass which grows on our property 
(just below the R43).  Beach clean-ups are 
ongoing and this has now become my main 
activity when visiting the area.  To date we 
must have removed
hundreds of tonnes 
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of rubbish from this coastline over the last 
40 years or so.  Unfortunately, it keeps 
coming so I guess there is much work 
ahead for us.
     We do our best to keep in contact with
the local community and during the COVID 
lockdown, Michael and Justine ran 20 soup 
kitchens in Hawston, feeding some 4000 
people per day for close to 2 months, once
we found out there was absolutelyno support

.oOo.
     Flown to a higher perch
     Former Owl Piet Westra has flown to a 
higher perch. He was elected in 1988 and 
was an Owl until 2020 when ill health
curtailed his movements. Many Owls will 
remember him as the distinguished former 
Director of the National Library, for his 
interests in the Dutch East India Company, 
and in his publishing ventures.

.oOo.
     Welcome to Owldom
     The Committee is pleased to report the 
election of Owl Dallas Reed (Literature & 
Music; sponsors Owls Peter Sutherland 
and Ron Duff). Among many other 
tributes, Owl Reed has spent time and 
energy in combatting crime through
Business Against Crime. He has a broad 
interest in all matters related to wildlife and 
its conservation and in particular to wildlife 
photography.  We look forward to seeing 
him as a regular at our meetings.

.oOo.
    Aspirant Owls
     The Committee has received proposals 
of membership for the following people 
whom the Committee, having considered 
the proposals and their CVs, consider will 
make worthy Owls. Any Owl wishing to 
advise the committee on any of these
nominations should contact the President or 
the Secretary within the next three weeks:
     Anthea Serritslev (Art - Owls John 
van der Linde & Joe Tyrrell).
     Keith MacHutchon (Science - Owls 
Roger Cleaver & John van der Linde) .
     James Hanley (Science - Owls Tony 
Murray & Neil Veitch). 
     Derek Leisegang (Music - Owls Richard

forthcoming from the local authorities 
for these people.  We have applied for the 
highest form of Conservation Status for this 
property which should prevent any damage
from taking place in the future.  
     Of course one can have all the legislation 
you like in place, and we are well aware 
that it could be taken from us at any time, 
but this is the chance we are willing to take.  
Soon after we purchased the property, the 

Morris & Nigel Gwynne-Evans).
.oOo.

     Members guests and (in
particular) when members bring 
partners as guests
     The Committee has had a recent request 
for clarification as to the Club’s policies on 
guests and in particular when and whether 
members may bring partners (in Owlish
terms, nesting partners) as guests to meetings.
The Club allows any member to apply to 
the Secretary to bring one or more guests to 
an ordinary meeting (i.e. not to the AGM)
provided that no person may attend meetings
as a member’s guest more than twice in one 
calendar year (constitution, para 6.2.6). The 
unwritten assumption is that the guest is a 
potential Owl.
     The issue was debated tangentially at 
the 2021 AGM which resolved “That the 
Owl Club hereby confirms that eligibility 
for nomination is exclusively on individual 
merit, as is all participation in the activities 
of the Club. For this reason, any familial or 
other relationship between an existing Owl 
and a nominee for membership, may not 
be a ground for approving or rejecting such 
nomination; nor may any such relationship 
between existing Owls disturb the normal 
conduct of Club activities”:
     That had two elements to it.
     First that the Club, as a matter of policy, 
may elect family members as Owls and that 
if and when it does so, the family member
will be considered, and if successful, will 
be elected, on his/her/their merit and not as 
a family member or partner of a current (or 
former) Owl.
     Secondly that (as was elucidated at the 
time in the AGM), that if an Owl’s nesting

children found a small cave in the limestone 
cliffs behind the house and in it was a pile 
of bones.  We sent these off to Dr Graham 
Avery at the Museum in Cape Town and he 
informed us that the bones were from an old 
hyena’s lair, not the strandloper cave as we
had hoped, and included remains from
perlemoen, seal, fat tail cheap, eland and 
even elephant!  Clearly, this was an area 
which was teeming with game until quite 
recently and so, no doubt, the property still 
has many secrets to deliver! 
    There are many middens, of various 
types, on the property and we welcome 
further research in this regard.
     I do hope that you have found this talk 
to be of interest and I urge any of you who 
visit Hermanus to take a walk along the 
property from Hawston to Vermont – or 
vice versa – you won’t be disappointed!  
     When you reach Mudge Point, come in 
and say hello and join us for a cup of tea!

partner is also an Owl, the Secretary will 
ordinarily perch them apart at both dinners 
and Owl Club  meetings.
     It goes without saying that an Owl who
brings a family member/ partner to a meeting,
as a guest, should disclose the relationship. 
and must accept the rule that this guest may 
not attend more than two meetings as a 
guest in one calendar year.

.oOo.
    Christmas is coming (as it does 
each year)
     The Committee will shortly plan events 
for our entertainment at the annual Christmas
dinner & meeting, to be held this year on 
Tuesday 13th  December.
    Owls entertain ourselves at this meeting, 
and any Owl who would wish to contribute
a piece of whatever kind is invited to, as 
soon as possible, contact the Secretary at 
secretary@owls.capetown.
     Among other talents we seek is an Owl 
who would be happy to provide piano
accompaniment (where needed, if only for 
community singing).

.oOo.
     Website revamp
     Any internet search for The Owl Club of 
Cape Town will result in a Wikipedia entry 
in dire need of revision and also a dated and 
somewhat stale public website. 
     These are about to change!
     A new website homepage and content 
(both the public content and what will be 
available on the Members’ only section of 
the website ) is under construction.
     The Committee hopes that this will go
from test to live mode in early October.
     Watch this space. 
                .oOo.
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Jawa’ and the engraved motto of Indonesia, 
‘Bhinneka Tunggal Ika’ when translated 
from Bhāṣa Kawi (Old Javanese), means
                  ‘Unity In Diversity’.

     Whilst scouring antique shops in Cape 
Town for items
to display in a
museum in
Grabouw, President
Owl Mike Bruton
visited ‘The Oak
Corner’ antique shop
in Wynberg.
     He noticed a rather 
splendid wooden lectern
standing in the corner. He
established, from the antique
shop owner, that the lectern
had originally belonged to
the Indonesian Embassy in
Cape Town (which is why it
bears a carved wooden replica 
of the Indonesia coat-of-arms
on the front).
     As The Owl Club was 
seeking a new lectern at the
time, he photographed it and
sent the photo to the Secretary
Bird, Fiscal Shrike and
Familiar Chat, all of whom
expressed interest in
acquiring the lectern for
the Club. The President
and Treasurer then visited the shop the 
following day and agreed upon the purchase

having bargained the purchase price from 
                                           R3 500 down to
                                          R2 000 with the
                                          ruthlessness 
                                         expected of a 
                                        Fiscal shrike!
                                    The lectern was taken
                                 to the President’s house
                              where, over the period of
                              a week, it was carefully
                           sanded-down and stained
                           before being delivered to
                        Kelvin Grove Club for storage
                        . The lectern was introduced
                        to The Owl Club at the
                        meeting held on Tuesday,
                         19th July 2022, and was
                        admired by all.
                         At a subsequent committee
                        meeting it was decided that,
                          although the Indonesian
                       coat-of-arms on the lectern
                        features the Javan Hawk-
                          eagle (Spizaetus bartelsi), 
                             rather than an Owl, it 
                            should remain as such as a 
                                further example of the
                            curious possessions of The                          
                               Owl Club.
     Merely for interest, the Javan Hawk-
eagle is known (locally) as the ‘Elang 

 
Owl Paul Murray: The tale behind the new Owl Club lectern
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Owl Peter Hyslop: Seen & noted @ the August meeting

Kerryn Torrance
& Matthew Reid

Matthew Reid &
Andre van Vuuren

Brydon
Bolton

Owl
Frank Raimondo
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The parliament of Owls in full session - Tuesday 16th August, 2022

Owl Frank Riamondo and displayLyn Reid Owl Richard Rosenthal


