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Tuesday 15th November 2022 : Notice of meeting #1344

NOTICE
Dear Fellow Owls

     THE 1344th MEETING OF THE OWL CLUB, PRECEDED BY DINNER, WILL 
BE HELD ON TUESDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2022, 6:00 PM FOR 7:00 PM START, 
IN THE GRILL ROOM, KELVIN GROVE CLUB.

     Chairman: President Owl Mike Bruton

     Guest speaker: Mushtaq Mahmood
          Hunting for stone age tools in Arabia
               During his stay of over 20 years in Saudi Arabia, Mushtaq Mahmood fell in 
          love with the desert and its ancient archaeology. The archaeological history of
          modern-day Saudi Arabia can be traced back to the earliest civilisation of the
          Arabian Peninsula and includes the caliphates of Rashidun (632-661),
          Umayyad (661-750), Abbasid (750-1517) and Fatimid (909-1171), right 
          through until the modern Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was founded ,in 1932, by
          Abdulaziz bin Abdul Rahman (Ibn Saud).

     Music: Francois Botha, Ferrol-Jon Davids & Owl David Little
          Classical and romantic music for piano and two clarinets
               In keeping with this time of year, the music will be full of the joys of spring. 
          Two of the three performers are young Cape Town-based musicians: Francois
          Botha is well-known to Owldom from his previous performances for the Club and
          is one of Cape Town’s busiest young pianists; Feroll-Jon Davids holds the position
          of principal clarinet of the Cape Philharmonic Orchestra and is one of Cape Town’s
          most exciting young woodwind players.  Owl David Little will be the supporting
          act, in the belief that the only thing better than the clarinet is TWO clarinets.

     WPB: Owl Stan Sandler
          Aristotle and Secular Humanism as a religion
               Religion, for many reasons, has never played a major role in Owl Sandler’s
          life. From childhood he always sought an alternative as a way of life. This came
          late to him when he visited Mount Athos, studied ancient Greek and Roman
          history with the pinnacle being the secular humanism of Aristotle and the ethic
          emanating from his Nicomachean Ethics.

     Dinner price: R290 for Owls and guests alike.

     Dress: Black tie (or similarly elegant attire).

RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS:
     Any Owl who does not have internet access is welcome to telephone the Secretary 
Bird at 082 440 8204 or 021 671 3121 to book a perch.
     All other Owls are encouraged to use the Pay’n’Perch procedure by paying their 
dining fee into the Club’s bank account by EFT and instructing the bank (using the 
option provided) to send a remittance confirmation email to secretary@owls.capetown
whereupon their perches will be booked.
     No further emails will be needed from you unless you have special dietary needs
or if you are using a dining credit.
     In all cases, bookings will close at 6:00 pm on Saturday 12th November 2022.
     All bookings will be acknowledged.

“History may be accurate
but archaeology is precise”

Doug Scott
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Mthembu) who, desperate for musical 
interaction during the Covid lockdown 
period, intermittently got together to 
make music at home.  Their audience was
royally entertained by the harmonious 
blend of trumpets (with a flugelhorn), 
trombones and a lone French horn.

    Owl Roger Stewart was then invited to 
fill the Waste Paper Basket which he did 
with the fascinating story of the exploits 
of William John Burchell (1781-1863) 
who knew such a lot, could do such a lot, 
and who accomplished so much during his 
southern African odyssey (1810-1825).  In 
his life’s work, he totally exemplified the 

Simpson, David Grant, Norman Osburn 
and Richard Rosenthal.
     The Parliament was then asked to rise 
and to observe a minute’s silence in respect 
of Owls who had flown to a higher perch, 
viz: Owls Graham Noble and Charles 
Waddington (an Honorary Owl and a Past 
President). 
     Four new Owls, viz: James Hanley, 
Derek Leisegang, Keith MacHutcheon 
and Anthea Serritslev were then (with due 
ceremony) inducted, welcomed into the 
fellowship and invited to dwell in harmony 
with their fellow Owls.
     The President then yielded control, for 
the remainder of the evening, to Senior Vice 
President Owl Geoffrey Ashmead who (re-
questing that guests remained seated) then 
ordered the lights dimmed and proposed the 
traditional Toast To Our Guests, follow-
ing which he introduced the guest speaker 
for the evening.
     Professor Martha Schwartz (visiting 
from the USA) then reminded her audience 
of the current disastrous effects of climate 
change and the looming catastrophe if this 
is not halted (and reversed). The principles 
of, and the potential effects of, Solar Geo-
engineering were clearly explained, with 
Martha Schwartz focusing on the expected 
benefits of (and possible threats from) 
Stratospheric Aerosol Injection (SAI).
    The musical entertainment for the 
evening was presented by Lockdown 
Brass (a group of brass-playing survivors 
from Cape Town Concert Brass including 
Mike Magner, Christin Röhl, Dudley 
Wilson, Drew Burton, Jimmy Ruthven-
Smith, Len Worthington-Smith, Nick
Green, Stuart Scott, Peter Worthington-
Smith, Roger Wiseman & Mlungisi 

     The invitation for Owls (who wished) 
to gather earlier (at 18:00) for convivial 
conversation, etc., saw an encouraging 
number of Owls gathering together to enjoy 
the extended sociable hour.
     The proceedings commenced at 19:00 
sharp, with President Owl Mike Bruton 
welcoming all and inviting Owl Geoffrey
Ashmead to deliver A Grace Before Dinner 
(originally penned by Robert Burns).
     The dinner started with a hearty pea and 
ham soup followed by a very tasty grilled 
hake served with black bean, corn, tomato 
and avocado salsa and a white wine sauce. 
The dessert was a traditional trifle and the 
meal was accompanied by fine red and 
white wines from the Hawksmoor estate.  
A welcome cup of filter coffee ended the 
repast.
     The President then asked Owls and 
guests to charge their glasses and to rise 
for the Toast To South Africa, which then 
led into a short break whilst the tables were 
cleared. 
     The 1343rd meeting of The Owl Club
commenced with the President congratulating
those Owls celebrating birthdays during 
the month of October, viz: Owls Geoffrey 
Ashmead, Mike Bruton, Ian Burgess-

 
Grace

O thou who kindly dost provide
For every creature’s want!

We bless Thee, God of Nature wide,
For all Thy goodness lent:

And if it please Thee, Heavenly Guide,
May never worse be sent;

But, whether granted or denied,
Lord, bless us with content.

Amen.
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The October 2022 meeting

Lockdown Brass

     A total of 61 Owls and 20 guests (of whom 11 were the invited musicians) met for the 
1343rd meeting of the Owl Club, held in The Ball Room at Kelvin Grove Club, Newlands 
on Tuesday 18th October 2022.

Martha Schwartz

Owl Roger Stewart           



made a valued member of The Owl Club.    
     To conclude the evening, the Senior Vice 
President then invited all to charge their 
glasses and to rise as he proposed the Toast 

that increased water vapour would lead to 
greater cloud formation, reflecting more of
the sun’s rays and diminishing global warming.
     However, it seems that the opposite may 
be true as the clouds are becoming less
dense and therefore less capable of reflecting
the sun’s rays.  It is possible that we may 
be entering a period of Hothouse Earth that 
would see higher global temperatures than 
at any time in the past 1.2 million years, 
rendering parts of the Earth uninhabitable. 
    Even if we can meet the targets of
limiting CO2 emission, we could still
descend along an irreversible pathway.
Consequently, the speaker claimed that the 
current scientific consensus is that “no 
amount of adaptation or resilient
planning can lead us to a stable, secure 
climate”.  Whilst emissions are undoubtedly

 

harmonious integration of the liberal arts 
and sciences.  Owl Roger argued that
William John Burchell made contributions 
in all of the Owl’s faculties and would have 

     Martha opened her talk by emphasising 
that the climate crisis is here in that we are 
already experiencing global warming of
1.1 to 1.3°C above pre-industrial levels.  
The global South countries are suffering 
most from the effects of climate change 
despite the fact they contribute the least to 
global warming.  Countries in the frontline 
are those closest to the equator and Africa 
is the continent most affected by severe 
heat.  Of the top 10 countries most affected 
by climate change, 6 are in Africa.  The 
deserts, like the Kalahari are on the move 
and advancing.

 
    Tipping points are defined as critical 
points in a system beyond which change 
becomes unstoppable.  Such a tipping point 
may be reached in the East Siberian Arctic 
sheath which contains vast quantities of 
methane, the most potent of the greenhouse
gases.  Melting of the permafrost can create
a vicious cycle of global warming and, 
should that happen, the tipping point will be 
exceeded.  The permafrost also contains
substantial quantities of carbon.
     The shrinkage in the Arctic ice cap 
results in a reduction in the reflection of 
heat off the surface of the ice allowing the 
dark oceans to absorb more heat and to 
become warmer.  Carbon dioxide that has 
been trapped at the bottom of the ocean for 
millennia is beginning to well out of the 
southern oceans with further implications 
for climate change.
    As the earth warms, scientists had hoped

to The Owl Club and subsequently wished 
all Owls and their guests a safe flight home.
     The interesting amd highly entertaiming 
evening drew to a close at 22:38.

a problem, it is unchecked global warming 
that is the real issue.   It is therefore time to 
consider a plan B.  
     There are two major initiatives aimed 
at stabilising the climate.  The first is 
the ongoing push to reduce atmospheric 
concentrations of greenhouse gases, but the 
second is to reduce the sunlight absorbed 
by the earth in order to cool the surface of 
the planet.  This latter is described as solar 
geo-engineering.
     Removing carbon dioxide on an industri-
al scale is currently being investigated in a 
project called Direct Air Capture and may 
lead to reducing atmospheric CO2.
      Solar geo-engineering is a group of 
interventions that can offset the warming 
effect of greenhouse gases by increasing the 
ability of the atmosphere to reflect some of 
the solar radiation back into space.  There 
are a variety of projects involved in solar 
geo-engineering including space mirrors, 
marine cloud whitening, increasing the 
reflective capacity of crops and other
surfaces, but for this presentation, the focus 
is Stratospheric Aerosol Injection (SAI).
     The idea of SAI came from analysis 
of the global cooling effects of massive 
volcanic eruptions.  The emission of sulphur 
generated by vaporising sulphur-rich rock is 
a major cause of this effect.
     In 1991, the eruption of Mount Pinatubo
(Phillipines) munleashed thousands of 
tonnes of sulphur dioxide gas into the
atmosphere, resulting in cooling of the Earth’s
atmosphere by a few tenths of a degree.
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Guest speaker:  Professor Martha Schwartz
Solar geo-engineering:  Why we will need it?

Africa is
climatically 
split in half
by global
warming. The
northern  area
and  the southern halves get 
progressively drier – the middle 
is likely to see a recovery in 
the rainfall patterns.  However, 
people are already suffering the 
consequences of climate change.

The sands of the Kalahari Desert were last on the move more than 
10,000 years ago, have awakened and are active again - it’s happened 
in just the last three to four decades. The sand seas of the Kalahari 
will be remobilising once global warming reaches +3°C. The dunes will 
become ‘active’. and they will start to move due to colossal wind storms 
that will shift immense quantities of sand ... blotting 
out villages, towns and the capital city, Gaborone. 

Professor Martha Schwartz

+3°C



     - It may discourage a timely transition to 
renewable energy.  
     - Once started, SAI must be maintained 
and, ultimately, only gradually reduced as a 
sudden cessation could lead to a rapid rise 
in global temperature called ‘Termination 
Shock’.
     - There is also the ethical issue that 
countries that do not contribute to such an 
initiative may still benefit from its deploy-
ment, creating an unfair situation.
     - The necessary universal international 
governance acceptance is unlikely to be 
achieved.
     On the other hand, the benefits may be 
considerable …  
     - The technology is simple, inexpensive 
and effective.  
     - It could stop the melting of the polar 
icecap and glaciers.  
     - It could avoid drought and starvation 
by stopping severe weather conditions and 
devastating fires.  
     - It could save biodiversity and create 
climate equity around the world.  
     - By supporting agricultural economies, 
it could minimise mass migrations and save 
millions of lives.  
     - The coral reefs and the Amazon forests 
could be preserved. 
     - Perhaps most importantly, it would buy 

 

    An example of the effect of sulphur on 
the reflectivity of the atmosphere can be 
seen by studying the planet Venus.  This is 
the brightest object in the sky (other than
the moon), and this is because its atmosphere
is made almost entirely of sulphuric acid 
particles that reflect the sunlight back out 
into space.  This observation led to the idea
that injecting sulphur particles into the upper
atmosphere of the earth could lead to a 
similar reflectivity, resulting in cooling of 
the globe.  This would require the insertion
of sulphur-containing aerosols into the 
stratosphere under carefully controlled 
conditions.  Specially designed aircraft that 
can fly to these altitudes are currently being 
developed and such aerosols could remain
aloft for about one year, effectively reflecting
the sunlight.  Natural stratospheric currents
would spread the particles throughout the 
stratosphere and research suggests that such 
an injection for a single year could reduce 
the temperature of the earth by 0.5°C.  The 
technique is temporary in its effects and will 
require continued treatments for several 
years to allow other strategies, particularly 
the reduction of carbon emissions, to get the 
climate under control.  Once the heating of 
the Earth is controlled, SAI could gradually 
be discontinued.
     In a report, the Royal Society stated that 
this technique could reduce global warming 
effectively, rapidly, reversibly and also
inexpensively.  It seems to be technologically
feasible, and a few grams of stratospheric 
sulphur could offset the effects of tonnes 
of carbon dioxide.  However, it could also 
pose multiple serious physical risks and 
social challenges – all of which need careful
research and study to address these challenges. 
Nevertheless, solar geo-engineering will 
likely be a necessary player within strict 
internationally agreed parameters, in oder to 
address global warming.
     Martha emphasised that the risks may be 
large!  These include:
     - The disruption of seasonal monsoon 
rains, affecting food production. 
     - The hijacking of the technology for 
nefarious purposes. 
     - The impairment of the ozone layer. 

us time to transition to renewable energy 
and learn to live our lives in balance with 
nature.
     The greatest benefits would be conferred 
on future generations and also vulnerable
communities.
     The need for a new approach to climate
change is driven by the apparent inevitability
that stopping greenhouse gas emissions will
not be sufficient to halt climate change spi-
ralling out of control.  There is an urgent
need to pursue new research in this direction,
to understand the feasibility, the risks 
and the benefits of solar geo-engineering 
as a possible addition to the portfolio of 
response strategies.  At present, there is 
little international support for SAI as it 
remains contentious, cannot be monetised 
and carries considerable risks.  Powerful 
environmental organisations in countries 
such as the US, Scandinavia and Germany 
are advocating against research into SAI. 
     There is an urgent need for a global 
debate that includes the southern as well as 
the northern hemisphere.  The debate must 
come out of academia and be taken to the
public.  We are in the most perilous
situation in which humanity has ever been 
and must have fluid communications be-
tween science, policy and the public.  
     An organisation known as the Degrees 
Initiative has focused on the global South 
and has a neutral stance on SAI, neither 
promoting nor opposing it.  Rather the ob-
jective is to expand the discussion of risks 
and benefits, science and governance.  This 
grouping has organised workshops in over 
20 countries and funded scientists in
6 countries in Africa bringing the SAI
conversation to more than a thousand
Climate Experts across the Global South.
     Mayday.Earth is a non-profit organisation
made up of landscape architects, scientists 
and activists dedicated to answering the call 
from our distressed planet.  It aims to be 
the connector between and the global North 
and South and seeks much greater public
understanding of our planet’s most critical
crisis.  Solar geo-engineering deserves
                             serious consideration as a
                                   possible solution for
                                      the looming
                                       catastrophe of
                                    global warming.
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‘Planes would spray the Aerosols,
carefully controlling the rate of 
its release, which would remain 
aloft for a year, making them 
more effective at reflecting 
sunlight.

Aerosols would remain aloft 
for a year due to the lack of 
precipitation, making them more 
effective at reflecting sunlight.  
Air currents in the atmosphere 
spread the particles out to
surround the earth (like the 
volcanic eruption did). Eventually 
they fall to earth in a harmless  
form of sulphur dioxide.
This technique is temporary 
in its effect. It will require 
continued treatments to the 
stratosphere and, once started, 
will need to be done for years 
while CDR and weaning off
hydrocarbons get the climate 
under control. At that point, 
SAI would need to be very 
gradually discontinued to avoid 
a massive re-heating. Research 
has confirmed that it would take 
less than a year to influence
climate once it has been deployed.

But researchers who study geo-
engineering say that the science 
needs to be more understood in 
order to address the risks



Pian’ e Forte, Londonderry Air, La 
Fille Aux Chevaux De Lin and Kalinka.
     The second part of Lockdown Brass’ 
performance (entitled ‘Breakout Brass’) 
comprised a selection from Three Brass 
Cats: Mr Jums, Black Sam and Borage, 
followed by Another Cat: Kraken.
     Encore!  Encore!

Society. His proposers successfully argued 
that he was ‘well versed in the science 
of Botany’. In 1805, Burchell went to St 
Helena for 5 years, initially in a business 
venture that failed. He was also unfortunate 
in romance: Lucinda Green, his fiancé was 
en route to St. Helena, where they would 
be married when she fell in love with the 
ship’s captain and abandoned Burchell. He
was devastated and never married but
continued his residence on the island as the
reluctant schoolteacher in maths & classical
languages. He also was appointed the 
island’s naturalist and curator of the botanic 
garden. He also studied astronomy, which 
would stand him in good stead later.
     Burchell proceeded to South Africa in 
1810, when the island’s government decided
to cultivate commercial crops where he had 
developed a botanic garden. He arrived in 
Cape Town with absolutely no experience 
in the country that he intended to explore 
‘in search of knowledge’ – he had not 
even ever slept outdoors. He spent his first 
6 months in the Cape in diligent preparation 
for his extensive 4-year trek that took him 
as far as the Kalahari, which he reached in 
one year, in 1812. Five of the 12 months 
were spent on detours from the direct route: 
one to explore the
Ky-Gariep (Vaal)

interaction during the Covid lockdown 
period, intermittently got together to make 
music at home … brought a very different 
(yet highly appreciated) musical genre to 
The Owl Club.
     Their first session (entitled ‘Bashful 
Curfew Brass’) comprised renditions from
the Earl Of Salisbury’s Pavan, Sonata

     WJB was born in 1781 into a family 
of successful nurserymen in Fulham, near 
London. He received a classical style of 
education and, while still at school, also
received training in art and a geometric
approach to drawing perspective.
     He studied botany and horticulture in the 
family’s profitable plant nursery and at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew. In 1802, 
when only 21 years old, he was elected to 
fellowship of the prestigious Linnean 

   

      Lockdown Brass (a group of brass-
playing survivors from Cape Town Concert 
Brass including Mike Magner, Christin 
Röhl, Dudley Wilson, Drew Burton, Jimmy 
Ruthven-Smith, Len Worthington-Smith, 
Nick Green, Stuart Scott, Peter Worthing-
ton-Smith, Roger Wiseman & Mlungisi 
Mthembu) who, desperate for musical    

     I am required to deliver a presentation of 
‘purposeful inconsequence’ - with a ‘light 
touch’ but ‘something behind it’; for this, 
I shall draw on my powers of telos, logos, 
ethos, pathos, and kairos. This year, 2022, 
is the bicentenary of Burchell’s book and, 
sadly, we are now in an era that is losing 
or has lost what Burchell exemplified: the 
harmonious integration of the liberal arts 
and the sciences. 
     My superficial purpose tonight, gaining 
your support for admission of William John
Burchell to all the faculties in our parliament
of Owls, is clearly inconsequential.
     Burchell died 3 decades before the Owl 
Club evolved; and, in any event, this is not 
a forum for admission. Nevertheless, I shall 
describe some achievements across all
our faculties of the man whose name is
included in the binomial and common 
names of South African animals and plants:
the Burchell’s coucal and zebra and Burchell’s
protea must surely be known to many
members of this parliament. 
     My underlying purpose, the something 
behind it, relates to the reason for the exis-
tence of The Owl Club: an appeal, call
it Burchellian, for the conscious, harmonious
re-integration of the liberal arts and
sciences in an increasingly reductionist and 
polarised world. 1344 : Page 5 of 10

 
Musical notes:  Lockdown Brass

Mike Magner, Christin Röhl, Dudley Wilson, Drew Burton, Jimmy Ruthven-Smith, Len Worthington-
Smith, NickGreen, Stuart Scott, Peter Worthington- Smith, Roger Wiseman & Mlungisi  Mthembu

 
WPB:  Owl Roger Stewart
Burchell’s Owlish faculties

Lockdown Brass in full swing (playing ‘Londonderry Air’)

Owl Roger Stewart



of Burchell’s detailed ‘Map of Extratropical
Southern Africa’ that was included in
the book.
     - He re-drew and coloured 20 of his 
drawings and converted them to aquatints 
to illustrate the book.
     - He re-drew field sketches as models 
for their engraving in wood, most by
Robert Branston, to illustrate the book. 
     These two volumes covered only the 
single year of the outbound leg of his trek. 
The 3-year gap in his narrative was my 
opportunity to write a book with Marion 
Whitehead about the return journey. 
     Longman et al, the publishers of the 
Travels, printed only 750 copies of the first 
volume (in 1822) and just 500 copies of 
the second (in 1824). Each volume sold for 
four and a half guineas; about ₤5 today, so 
it was very expensive. The book was also 
expensive to produce and was, it seems, 
a commercial flop: the publishers refused 
to issue further volumes. Two facsimile 
editions of the Travels were published in 
the mid-20th century - the better is the 
Struik edition and surviving copies are also 
expensive. 
     The Travels may not have been a
commercial success, but it has been widely 
acclaimed in literary circles. 
     George McCall Theal, a cataloguer of 
Africana literature and sometimes an
acerbic critic, remarked that Burchell’s 
book ‘is one of the most trustworthy 
and valuable books ever issued upon 
outh Africa … up to the first quarter 
of the nineteenth century … He is a 
conscientious man, a scholar, and a 
philosopher.’ 
     John Colvin, wrote in his introduction 
to Sydney Mendelssohn’s South African 
Bibliography that ’To my thinking, he 
is the equal of the best in this style of 
writing: not even Ruskin could have 

& Botanical Cabinet, not Burchell, wrote
mainly descriptive articles on about 20 of 
the South African plants, many from semi-
desert regions, that he very successfully
cultivated in Fulham between 1816-1825. 
     Burchell also was the first to identify 
asbestos in the country and to describe the 
eology of the Ghaap Plateau. His published 
map greatly influenced the cartography of 
southern Africa. He was arguably the
‘father’ of South African geographical 
botany and the first to think in terms of 
ecological systems; he was also the first to 
propose biological divisions in the country.
     While he was editor of the South 
African Medical Journal, Owl J.P. van 
Niekerk kindly published my narrative on 
Burchell’s successful non-surgical
management of a devastatingly destructive
gun blast injury to the hand of one of his 
employees at Klaarwater (Gert Roodezand
was left with a useful half hand – he 
could still work and even played the 
fiddle. Burchell’s therapy included a Cape 
traditional medicine formulated as buchu 
brandy which, apparently, disappeared 
faster than his patient consumed it. 
     2. Literature.
     Burchell’s literary output as less than 
modest in number. In 1817, he produced a 
7-page summary of his entire trek:
essentially an advertisement for the book 
he intended to publish. In 1819, he wrote 
the influential 24-page pamphlet: Hints on 
emigration to the Cape of Good Hope, 
which incurred denigrating comments from 
John Barrow. Burchell’s literary master-
piece is an unfinished book: Travels in the 
interior of southern Africa.
    His book may have been unfinished, but 
it was a magnum opus: 
     - The two volumes comprised more than 
1 100 pages of narrative. 
     - He supervised Sidney Hall’s engraving 
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River, the other to hire staff in Graaff 
Reinet. His return journey to Cape Town, 
now via Albany, took 3 years. In April 
1815, he arrived back in Cape Town and 
then, four months later, departed for
London. However, he was preoccupied 
with following up his South African
adventure until 1825, when he went to Brazil. 
     To summarise Burchell’s achievements 
across our faculties of science (including 
Medicine), Art, Literature, Music and the 
Dramatic Arts …
     1. Science (or Medicine).
     Burchell was an excellent observational 
and not an experimental scientist. His
fellowship of the Linnean Society should 
be sufficient to persuade you that he is
worthy of admission to that faculty.
     William Swainson, the zoologist and
illustrator, was to write, somewhat
hagiographically that (Burchell’s discoveries)
have ‘benefited every branch of natural 
science; his knowledge is equal to their 
full elucidation; and his talents are 
held in respect and estimation through-
out the civilized world’. 
     His eight volumes of manuscript
botanical records and many of his >40 000 
herbarium specimens are at Kew, while 
his animal specimens are at the Oxford 
University Museum of Natural History. He 
provided the first scientific descriptions 
of many plants and animals. Burchell is 
remembered in the common and/or
binomial names of hundreds of South 
African plants and animals. Burchellia is 
the genus of a plant and an insect that are 
named in his honour. A Google search of 
the species epithet, burchellii, yields over 
250 000 hits. 
     On the other hand, he wrote only two 
scientific papers, namely a letter, in French, 
on his Rinoceros simus (once Burchell’s 
rhinoceros) and a laconic description, in 
English, of the crimson-breasted shrike, 
Laniarius atrococcineus (Burchell’s 
shrike). Editors of the Botanical Register 

Burchell
Kosi Fountain

8 December 1822

A map of extra-tropical southern Africa
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improved on many of his passages. It is 
not the number of miles a man covers 
nor the risks that he runs which makes 
him great as a traveller: rather it is 
his powers to observe and to describe 
what he has seen; and in these powers 
Burchell has few equals in our
bibliography or elsewhere.’
.     Isaac Shapera, an anthropologist, wrote 
that Burchell ‘far surpasses any other 
writer of his time. He is outstandingly 
successful in describing the character,
both of individuals and of peoples 
generally … His verbal sketches … are 
among the most effective passages in
his book, and do more to help us un-
derstand such people than would have 
been achieved by a bare catalogue of 
their tribal manners and customs’.
     3. Art.
    Burchell produced more than 500
drawings during his sojourn in SA. About 
350 of the these are in Museum Africa’s 
archive; at least 60 are in other institutions
and private collections, amongst which, I 
have tracked down about a dozen water-
colours that are with descendants of 
Burchell’s brother who emigrated to South 
Africa in 1821.
     Burchell appreciated that his European
notion of picturesque would need to be
replaced for his African subjects: a topic 
that attracted a wonderful essay by the 
Nobel Laureate, J.M. Coetzee. On exposure 
to the varying and, to him, novel landscape 
during his travels, Burchell wrote that the 
‘truest definition of Taste, Beauty, the 
Picturesque’ may be found in Nature. 
     In the character of the landscape and its 
peculiar tints, a painter would find much to 
admire, though it differed entirely from the 
species known by the term ‘picturesque’. 
But it was not the less beautiful: nor less 
deserving of being studied by the artist: it 
was that kind of harmonious beauty which 
belongs to the extensive plains of Southern 
Africa. If put on canvass, it would form a 
picture of the most fascinating kind, and 
prove to European painters, that there exists 
in this department of the art, a species of 

beauty with which, possibly, they may not 
yet be sufficiently acquainted.
      Burchell’s media are pencil; some are 
pen and wash and some are watercolours. 
Accuracy was a core goal of Burchell‘s 
drawings and paintings because they were 
his visual descriptions of his journey to and 
through the country, which accompanied 
his scintillating text. His subjects included 
landscapes, scenes, portraits, plants, and 
animals.  Recent books on Burchell have
ncluded many of his drawings and paintings 
and they have been much admired. In 1813, 
his drawing of Klaarwater was so admired 
by the Rev. John Campbell, who also
travelled extensively in southern Africa, 
that he plagiarised it - much to Burchell’s 
annoyance. However Burchell’s art has 
never been exhibited to the public here or 
abroad. – clearly a situation that needs to be 
rectified.
    4. Music.
     Burchell could play the piano, the organ, 
and the flute; he drew the Gorah and its 
San player; and even wrote the music he 
heard. However, he was not a musicologist 
like Professor Percival Kirby, who noted 
(excuse the pun) that Burchell’s music score 
could not be played on a Gorah. 

     Does this that matter? No. Much to the 
disapproval of the missionaries in Klaarwa-
ter, this naturalist and amateur musician he 
encouraged his staff and local inhabitants 
to play music and to dance. On numerous 
occasions he was requested by his staff to 
play his flute in the evenings for them and 
their local visitors. He was arguably the 
first to host soirees amongst the indigenous 
inhabitants, from the Cape to the Kalahari.
    5. Drama/Dramatic Arts.
     What about dramatic art? He did not
perform on a stage in front of an audience. 
So what is the connection?  I shall dwell 
on a single example. Burchell encountered 
a ‘school meester’, an itinerant tutor, in 
a boer’s house close to the border of the 
colony. 
     Imagine, for the moment, Partick 
Myhardt as Oom Schalk Lourens, sitting 
on a barstool upon this stage … no it is the 
34-year-old William Burchell (we need 
more young members), who is the author of 
this Bosman-like vignette, and on the stage, 
performing for this parliament of Owls.
     We meet them at bedtime, halfway 
through the narrative. 
     “The rooms in the principal house 
being but three (that is, one in the 
middle in which the family sit and take 
their meals, and one bed-room at each 
end), a visitor could not be accommo-
dated with a chamber to himself. A bed 
was therefore prepared for me, in the 
same apartment with the meester and 
his three scholars (the boer’s children). 
     This tutor was in every respect, 
qualified for finishing (the children’s) 
education. (Now,) a man who does not 
smoke, is a rare phenomenon in this 
colony, and is generally looked upon by 
the boors as an imperfect creature; a 
disadvantage which I myself laboured 
under, but which,
for want of anyLitakun Ruins (WJ Burchell) 1812
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though, at an hour when most mortals 
desire to be ‘lulled into sweet oblivion,’ 
his candle, his pipe, and his ongoing 
conversation, kept three of my senses in 
a state of continued irritation. 
     By degrees the smoking became fainter;
the anecdotes of Malacca, Batavia, and 
Moccha, were at length all exhausted; 
he stretched forth his arm to put out the 
candle; and bade me ‘Goodnight’. But 
the long-wished-for hour of sleep was 
not yet come; and it now fell to his turn 
to be annoyed. Scarcely had we begun 
to doze, when repeated claps of the 
most violent thunder, roused us again; 
and flashes of lightning glaring through 
the window, gave us opportunities of 
beholding each other once more.
    In a few minutes after this, the sound 
of the rain, out of doors, pouring down 
in torrents, made me, notwithstanding 
the tobacco smoke, consider myself 
fortunate in being at such a time under 
the shelter of a roof. Presently, I heard 
the meester start up, and, with furious 
rattling, begin dragging his bed, with 

     Flown to a higher perch
     It is with regret that The Owl Club 
recently received news that Owl Donwald 
Pressly had flown to a higher perch.  Owl 
Donwald (59) was elected in 2017; his 
sponsors were Owls Alan Lindhorst and 
JP Van Niekerk.

.oOo.
     Christmas is coming
     (As it does each year)
     Owls may take care to note that the 
December meeting will be held on the 2nd 
Tuesday in December 2022. If you have not 
already done so, please diarise the date; the 
Committee reports a varied and interesting 
programme of entertainment. 
    And, as it is the time of the year when 
members give attention to their diaries for 

natural talent for this accomplishment,
I was never able to overcome.  I might 
perhaps have partly retrieved my char-
acter in their estimation, could I even 
have shown them that I enjoyed it in 
taste; or even in smell, by exhibiting
both nostrils blackened, and hermetically
closed, with that elegant and fashionable
dirt, called in England, ‘Snuff’: but in 
both these arts, unfortunately, I was 
equally deficient. 
     This tutor, then, as soon as he was in 
bed, placed the candle by his side, as I 
at first thought and hoped, to extinguish 
it, that I might be left to close my eyes 
for that sleep which nature demanded 
after two days of fatigue with little 
intermediate rest. But finding that the 
light still remained, I turned my head
towards it, and, to my double mortification,
beheld the meester lying very quietly, 
with a short, crooked German pipe 
hanging from one corner of his mouth, 
while from the other (corner), arose 
clouds of smoke rapidly following each 
other, till the room was filled with the 
fume of tobacco, and myself almost
suffocated. 
     At length when that pipe was finished,
I had some little respite, but it was 
only while he was occupied in filling 
it again. In this interval, finding that 
I was not asleep, a circumstance not 
much to be wondered at, he began to 
relate to me some of his adventures in 
foreign parts; and these reminiscences 
afforded him so much satisfaction, that 
he allowed himself to talk and smoke in 
alternate fits, so that the second pipe, 
unfortunately, lasted twice as long as 
the first. But, as it would ill become a
guest so hospitably received, to interrupt
this entertainers’ enjoyments, I endured 
it all with perfect patience ‘til the last:

.oOo.
     New and Aspirant Owls
     The Committee is delighteded to
announce the election of Owl Mariëtte
Bernstein (Art & Music) (Owls Ron Duff 
& Joe Tyrrell) and she will be inducted at 
the forthcoming November meeting.
     The Committee has received, a proposal 
of membership form and curriculum vitæ 
for Ulrik Strandvik (Literature and Drama) 
(Owls Ron Duff & Peter Sutherland) and, 
having considered the proposal and his CV, 
considers that he will make a worthy Owl.
     Any Owl wishing to advise the 
Committee on this nomination should
contact the President or the Secretary within 
the next three weeks

.oOo.

the frame which supported it, from one 
side of the room to the other. He cried 
out, in a mixed tone of lamentation and 
surprize, that the rain was running
down upon him in a stream, from the
‘groot gat in het dak’; and truly enough;
for on looking upwards, I saw, what I 
had not noticed before, a ‘great hole in 
the roof,’ just above the place whence 
he had so long been issuing his 
fumigations, and his anecdotes of Ma-
lacca, Batavia and Moccha. When I
saw this, I began to regret that the storm
had not commenced an hour or two sooner.
Yet it would have been ungenerous, not 
to have consoled with him for having to
sleep in a wet bed; as he had given himself
the trouble of telling his adventures, 
purely from a wish to amuse me.
     These misfortunes consumed the 
greater part of the night; and the next 
morning was little better suited to 
cheer us.”
     Finally, was Burchell a club man? Well, 
he seems to have been congenial when he 
departed from Cape Town for England and 
probably for the next decade, when he then 
set off for another 5-year trek, not here, but 
in Brazil. Unfortunately, after his return 
from Brazil, he became less congenial, at
times depressed and he increasingly isolated
himself from friends and colleagues. In 
1863, his eighty-third year, he became frail 
and, sadly took his own life, consequently, 
was refused burial in the family tomb at All 
Saints Church.. 
     But what an Owl he might have been, 
during his African odyssey; how he could
have enriched the gatherings of a parliament
of Owls in conversation across all our
faculties – and with music and, perhaps, 
even some one-man shows; all of which 
exemplified his harmonious integration of 
the liberal arts and the sciences.

the ensuing year, we suggest that Owls 
diarise the 3rd Tuesday of each month from 
February to November 2023, and the 2nd 

Tuesday of December 2023, for Owl Club 
dinner meetings.

.oOo.
     Owls and partners
     The Committee reminds Owls of the 
Club’s policy about non-member spouses or 
partners. The key elements of this are:
     -  there is no bar to the election of an 
Owl’s spouse or partner to membership of 
the Club in that person’s own right.
     -  it is not open to Owls to invite non-
member partners (as their guests) to dinners
and meetings; but … where an Owl’s partner
wishes to attend a
dinner/meeting
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the members only section in due course.
.oOo.

     Lift Clubs:
     Helping Owls who are less than
     comfortable driving at night
     The Committee is aware of some senior 
Owls who wish to continue enjoying the
fellowship of The Owl Club but are now 
increasingly reluctant to drive at night.
     If you would be prepared to give a lift
(to Owls living in your area), or if you 
would like to receive a lift, please let the 
Secretary Bird know and he will let you 
have a list of Owls who live near you.

.oOo.

     Plumage
     A family member of an Owl (and an 
ex-Owl); has a formal Dress Suit which he 
would like to sell.
    He believes that R500 would be a fair 
price, for the Suit which comes with a 
Dress Shirt and two bow ties (untied). 
     Trouser size 94 cm  to 98 cm (or 
36 inches to 38 inches for those of us born 
before 5th July 1974).
     Any Owl who might be interested should 
contact the Secretary Bird who will put you 
in touch with the former Owl who no longer 
has use for this plumage. 

.oOo.

(especially where this person is a prospective
Owl) the Secretary may allow this if:
      (i) the partner is to come as the guest of 
some other Owl, and:
     (ii) the partner will not be perched with 
the Owl in question.  

.oOo.
     The Owl Club Website
     The Committee is pleased to announce a 
totally new-look website for The Owl Club. 
The public part has now gone live, see:
< www.owls.capetown >.
    The members only section of the new 
website will go live soon, and each Owl 
will be sent his or her password to access

1344 : Page 9 of 10

 
Owl Peter Hyslop: Seen & noted @ the October meeting

Martha
Schwartz

Owl Roger
Stewart

Len
Worthington-Smith

Lockdown Brass
trombonist

Owl Alan Lindhorst Owl John van der Linde Owl Karl Jechoutek Owl Nick Ellenbogen

Owl Richard Morris Owl Bruce Dietrich Ulrik Strandvik

Jimmy
Ruthven-
Smith
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The Owl Club: Wine procurement expedition: De Goede Hoop, Groot Drakenstein

The beautiful De Goede Hoop homestead The swimming pool: De Goede Hoop

The historic kitchen: De Goede Hoop

Owl Mark Borrie conducting the wine tasting Let the games begin! 

Owls Alex Frew & Grant Tarr (with Geraldine Tarr) 

The spectacular view from De Goede Hoop homestead, overlooking the Banhoek mountains 

    The Owl Club Cellarmaster, 
John Green, organised a visit
to De Goede Hoop (Groot
Drakenstein), the personal
home of Owl Mark Borrie, 
on Thursday 3rd November.
     The excuse was to top-up 
the 3rd Tuesday dinner wines, 
and the unoffical wine tasting
committee enjoyed a splendid
day out in the winelands.

Room with a view!

Cheers!

De Goede Hoop gardens


