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THE OWL CLUB

Tuesday 21st February 2023 : Notice of meeting #1346

NOTICE
Dear Fellow Owls

     THE 1346th MEETING OF THE OWL CLUB, PRECEDED BY DINNER, WILL 
BE HELD ON TUESDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2023, 6:00 PM FOR 7:00 PM START, IN 
THE GRILL ROOM, KELVIN GROVE CLUB.

     Chairman: President Owl Mike Bruton

     Guest speaker: Helen Zille
          The dangers of ‘woke’
               Helen Zille needs no introduction, but is a former journalist, activist, and
          politician who served as the mayor of Cape Town (from 2006–2009) where, in
          2008, she won the World Mayor Award.  She was the national leader of the
          Democratic Alliance (DA), South Africa’s official opposition party (from
          2007–2015) and served as the premier of the Western Cape (from 2009–2019). 
          Helen Zille was elected the Federal Council Chairperson of the DA in 2019.
               Woke: (Chiefly US slang): “Aware of and actively attentive to important 
          acts and issues (especially issues of racial and social justice)”:
          (Merriam-Webster dictionary - 2023).

     Music: The Little Wind Sextet
          Rarely performed classical delights
               The music is by the Little Wind Sextet, which Owl David Little and some
          fellow musician friends started, in 2021 (as The Little Wind Quartet), as a means 
          of relieving the monotony of lockdown.  The sextet consists of pairs of clarinets,
          horns and bassoons. In this light programme, Owls will hear rarely performed
          original, classical delights for woodwind sextet, plus some extracts from the
          great masters, Mozart, Beethoven and Weber.

     WPB: Owl Norton Tenille
          Achilles and Odysseus: Heroes or Zeros?
               A brief look at the modern faces of ‘The Heroes’ through the lenses of Jungian
          psychology and contemporary feminism. The two Homeric models have not
          fared well. But are they being treated fairly? Owl Norton describes himself as
          being an amateur classicist and amateur Jungian as well as a lover of literature,
          history, philosophy, psychology, and biography/memoir.

     Dinner price: R320 for Owls and guests alike (please note revised 2023 pricing).                                        

     Dress: Black tie (or similarly elegant attire).

RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS:
     Any Owl who does not have internet access is welcome to telephone the Secretary 
Bird at 082 440 8204 or 021 671 3121 to book a perch.
     All other Owls are encouraged to use the Pay’n’Perch procedure by paying their 
dining fee into the Club’s bank account by EFT and instructing the bank (using the 
option provided) to send a remittance confirmation email to secretary@owls.capetown
whereupon their perches will be booked.
     No further emails will be needed from you unless you have special dietary needs
or if you are using a dining credit.
     In all cases, bookings will close at 6:00 pm on Saturday 18th February 2023.
     All bookings will be acknowledged. 

On 21st February 1917 (106 years ago)
the SS Mendi sank off the Isle of Wight (UK),

killing more than 600 South African servicemen.
Armed Forces Day - South Africa
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entertaining as ever.  
     The poetry reading by that thespian of 
note, Owl Nicholas Ellenbogen, in which 
he delivered his very recently penned 
‘A Contented Place’, really touched the 
hearts of his Owldom audience (most of 
whom are of an age to identify with Owl 
Nick’s poignant observations) and his free 
verse poem is reproduced herein.
    The audience was then entertained by 
Owl Vernon Head. the very well-known 
ornithologist, author (‘The Search For The 
Rarest Bird In The World’, etc) and poet 
(‘The Laughing Dove & Other Poems’, etc) 
with a thought provoking selection mainly 
from ‘The Sol Plaatje European Union 
Poetry Anthology’.
     Owl Anthony Storr Lister then yielded
control of the meeting back to President Owl
Mike Bruton who invited Owl Ron Duff
to fill the Waste-Paper Basket with his
challenge to the audience on the subject of 
‘Is public speaking feared more than death 
itself?’ in which he set out to dispel many 
of the myths that have led to this mortal 
misconception (but more of this later).
     (Meine Herr) Owl Peter Lever then 
gave a quick introductory course on the 

since the last meeting of The Owl Club.
     The President then (requesting that 
guests remained seated) ordered that the 
lights be dimmed and he proposed the
traditional Toast To Our Guests, following
which the Secretary Bird, Owl Hugh 
Amoore, was invited to propose the
traditional year-end Toast To Absent Owls.
     The President then yielded control of the 
meeting to Owl Anthony Storr Lister, the 
appointed Compère for the remainder of 
the evening, who conducted the programme 
with expected aplomb and his usual charm.
     The ‘in-house’ programme for the
evening comprised:
     Some sketches by Owl David Muller
launched the entertainment and the audience
got a professional presentation from a
professional thespian, although his ‘gucking
food’ rendition of the ribald spoonerism 
‘The story of Rindercella and her sugly 
isters’ (as originally presented by Ronnie 
Barker on BBC-TV in the early seventies) 
certainly raised a few Owlish eyebrows.
     Owl Derek Leisegang then filled the 
musical slot with his special composition 
for guitar and voice, with an Owl Club 
theme, which was very well received.
     The poetry reading by Owl Jeremy 
Lawrence, reading from his recently
published book, ‘Foibles: Ruthless Rhymes
For The Modern Age’ (a collection of verses
inspired by Harry Graham and Hilaire
Belloc), kept his audience well entertained.
    The bar-break then allowed all to stretch 
their legs (and to quench their thirsts).
     Owl ‘Doc’ Caldwell then took to the 
lectern with his rendition of ‘A Bekkersdal 
Marathon’… this classic, humorous tale of 
the escapades of Dominee Welthagen, as 
related by Oom Schalk Lourens (as created 
by Herman Charles Bosman) was as

                                   Attendees gathered al
                           fresco on the lawns for a
                           welcome glass of ‘bubbly’
                           and/or orange juice and
                       convivial conversation,
                     following which Owls and 
guests adjourned to The Grill Room for
dinner and the traditional Christmas meeting.
     The proceedings commenced at 19:00 
sharp, with President Owl Mike Bruton
welcoming all and then inviting Owl 
Christopher Gregorowski to deliver the 
Grace (an excellent, semi-religious and
non-denominational grace from an accredited
‘man-of-the-cloth’).
     The dinner started with a tasty broccoli 
and cauliflower soup followed by the main 
course of a ballotine of turkey served with 
glazed sweet potatoes, blanched sultanas, 
apricots, roasted apple and crumbled feta 
on cranberry sauce. The dessert was a 
traditional Christmas pudding with custard 
and toasted almonds. The welcome cup of 
filter coffee was served with a traditional 
mince-pie (a nice touch) and the meal was 
accompanied by fine red and white wines 
from the Hawksmoor estate.
     The President then asked Owls and 
guests to charge their glasses and to rise 
for the Toast To South Africa, which then 
led into a short break whilst the tables were 
cleared. 
     The 1345th meeting of The Owl Club
commenced with the President congratulating
those Owls celebrating birthdays during 
the month of December, viz: Owls  Nigel 
Bruce (80), Ron Duff (83), Nicholas
Ellenbogen (74). Martin Hess (70),
Duncan Martin (81) and the Fiscal Shrike 
Richard Morris (70).
     The Parliament was asked to rise in 
memory of honorary Owl Herman de 
Groot who had flown to a higher perch

Grace
As we gather with our fellow

Owls and friends,
We give thanks for another year of

friendship, fellowship and fine food,
of wine, wit and wisdom,
of music and musicians.

We express our gratitude for those who
so willingly serve us, our Committee,
chefs and those who serve at tables.

We are ever mindful of so many in this 
world who do not share such privilege.

Enriched as we are by all we have
received, may we reach out to them

with generrosity and grace,
We make our thanks and ask these
things in the name by which each

knows the source of all things good.
Amen
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                        The December 2022 meeting

Main participants: Owls (l/r): Mike Bruton, Christopher Gregorowski, Hugh Amoore & Anthony Storr Lister

                                                        A total of 49 Owls and 5 guests met for the 1345th

                                                                                 (Christmas) meeting of The Owl Club, held in The Grill Room      
                               at Kelvin Grove Club, Newlands on Tuesday 13th December 2022.



an die freude’ (‘Ode to joy’), in the original
German, as penned by poet Johann Christoph
Friedrich Von Schiller in 1785.
     President Owl Mike Bruton thanked 
Owl Anthony Storr Lister and all other 
performers for their invaluable contribution

 ...

to the evening and invited all present to
charge their glasses and to rise as he proposed
the Toast to The Owl Club and subsequently 
wished all Owls and their guests a safe 
flight home.
     The evening drew to a close at 10:40 pm.

     “Wait! Wait! Mr President. What was 
that you said?”
     “Bear my part in your assemblies? And
what does that mean? So what happens at 
assemblies of The Owl Club?”
     “What? So Members are called upon to 
make speeches! Right?”
     “Ooooops! I’m in the wrong place.
Cancel. Resign.”
     “What do mean that I can’t resign and 
that the only way out of this is for me to, 
one day, ‘fly to a higher perch’!”
     “Okay … that sounds like a far better 
alternative.”
     So … is public speaking really feared 
more than death itself?
     INTRODUCTION
     The scientific word for fear of public 
speaking is ‘glossophobia.’ It comes from 
the Greek words 
‘glossa’ (tongue) 1346: Page 3 of 5

pronunciation of some of the more obscure 
vowels in the German language before Owl 
Derek Liesegang struck the opening chords 
of Ludwig van Beethoven’s Symphony No.9 
in D Minor (Opus 125) and those present 
rose to the occasion in the singing of ‘Ode 

Fred

     Owl Ron Duff has been associated with 
US-based Toastmasters International since 
the mid-1980’s, is the holder of the
Distinguished Toastmaster award and was 
elected District Governor for the Southern
African regon (all 9-countries) for 
1996/1997.  His talk hopes to dispel the 
misconception that public speaking is feared 
more than death itself.
     Chat to most new Owls who (at their
induction into The Owl Club) only then 
learn that the President is only admitting 
them into the fellowship on the basis that …
     (a)  They take heed that they will dwell 
in harmony with their fellow Owls, and …
     (b) They will be ready, at all times, to 
bear their part in our assemblies, and …
     Only then does the message sink in!
     One can imagine the new Owl engaging 
in a one-sided conversation that might go 
something like this ...

More main participants: Owls (l/r): David Muller, Derek Liesegang, Jeremy Lawrence & ‘Doc’ Caldwell ...

... and: Owls (l/r): Nick Ellenbogen & Vernon Head

 
WPB:  Owl Ron Duff

Is public speaking feared more than death itself?

Owl Ron Duff

The Parliament of Owls in session



lovers in the world.”
     He says:  “Is that a fact, and have you 
arrived at any conclusions?”
     She replies:  “Yes … without a doubt 
… the greatest lovers in the world are the 
North American Indians.”
     He says:  “Is that really so, and tell me, 
who was second?”
     She replies:  “The second spot for the  
greatest lovers in the world goes to those of 
the Jewish religion.”
     He says:  “I’d have never believed it.”
     And then she asks: “Bye the way … can I 
ask you your name?”
     He replies:  “Of course … I’m Hiawatha 
Goldberg.”
     1. CONTENT OF SPEECH
     William Butler Yeats said ….
     “Think like a wise man but communicate 
in the language of the people.”
     And many others have communicated in 
in a similar vein ...
     “A wise man speaks because he has 
something to say, a fool speaks because he 
has to say something.”
     “You can speak well if your tongue can 
deliver the message of your heart.”
     “The words you speak today should be 
soft and tender, for tomorrow you may have 
to eat them.”
     “Once a word has been allowed to 
escape, it cannot be recalled.”
     F.P. Jones said …
     “Don’t be afraid to talk to yourself. It’s 
the only way you can be sure somebody’s 
listening.”
     2.  PREPARATION
     Ken Haemer said …
     “Preparing a presentation without an 
audience in mind is like writing a love letter 
and addressing it:
     To Whom It May Concern.”
     Stephen Keague commented thus …
     “Public speaking is like an actor’s  

and ‘phobos’ (dread or fear).
     George Jessel had this to say about the 
subject …
     “The human brain starts working the 
moment you are born and never stops ... 
until you stand up to speak in public”.
     Mark Twain had this to say …
     “There are only two types of speakers 
in the world … those who are nervous and 
those who are liars”.
     Dale Carnegie had this to say …
     “For every speech you actually give, 
there are always three speeches …
-  There’s the speech you practiced …
-  There’s the speech you gave … and …
-  Then there’s the speech you actually 
wished you had given”.
     So … let’s get back to one’s induction 
into The Owl Club, where, you will
remember, you were invited to take part 
in our assemblies, to socialise, to dine, to 
wine, to listen to erudite speakers on
interesting subjects and to enjoy fine, live 
music and also (hopefully, at some time) to 
present a worthwhile Waste-Paper Basket 
… yourself.
     But, before contemplating suicide as the 
only way out, let’s examine public speaking 
and break it down into manageable, bite-
sized portions.
     Like any game of cards, successful
public speaking can basically be broken-
down into four recognisable elements but, 
instead of Spades, Hearts, Diamonds and 
Clubs, we have …
-  CONTENT OF SPEECH
-  PREPARATION OF SPEECH
-  LENGTH OF SPEECH
-  DELIVERY OF SPEECH
… and, like in any pack of cards, there is 
always the Joker.
     THE JOKE
     Many accomplished public speakers will 
tell you that the best way to break the ice is 
to start off by cracking a joke.
     And we are also told that, when speaking 
in public (generally) there are four taboo 
subjects and these are: sex, politics, religion 
and race.
     So … let’s break the ice by cracking a 
joke that breaks all 4 taboos …
     There’s this little Australian politician 
who sits down in the airport and, opposite 
him, is the most stunning girl he’s ever seen 
… and so (sneaky politician that he is) he 
asks if he can buy her a drink.
     She says:  “Aw … that would be nice, 
thank you.”
     So they’re having their drinks and he 
chats her up by asking: “Are you travelling 
on holiday … or on business?”.
     She replies:  “On business … I am actually
the President of the Nymphomaniac Society 
of the World and what I have been doing is 
travelling to every continent and island to 
find out which men are the greatest 

performance … you are on show and will 
be evaluated on the 7 Ps of positive
performance - Proper Planning and
Preparation Prevents Piss Poor
Performance, and this can be distilled into 
the 3 additional Ps of successful public
speaking … Prepare, Practice and Perform.”
     And, again, others have commented ...
     “There are certain things in which
mediocracy is not to be endured … such
as poetry, music, painting and public
speaking.”
     “Grasp the subject, the words will
follow.”
     “Let thy speech be better than silence … 
or be silent.”
     3.  LENGTH OF SPEECH
     Winston Chuchill commented …
     “A good speech should be like a woman’s
skirt; long enough to cover the subject and 
short enough to create interest.”
     Franklin D Rooseveldt stated ...
     “Be sincere; be brief; be seated.”
     Harry Herschfield was heard to say ...
     “My job is to talk; your job is to listen. 
If you finish first, please let me know.”
     Dorothy Sarnoff’s view was ...
     “Make sure you have stopped speaking 
before your audience has stopped listening.”
     Toastmasters International says ...
     “If you can’t say it all in 7 minutes, then 
don’t say it at all.”
     4.  DELIVERY
     Richard Branson’s comment is ...
     “Picture yourself in a living room having
a chat with your friends. You would be 
relaxed and comfortable talking to them,
and the same applies when public speaking.”
     And others hace commented ...
     “If you have to speak in public, then 
choose a subject that you are passionate 
about.”
     “If you have to speak in public then 
practice, practice, practice.”
     CONCLUSION
     So … if you were to remember the 
words of wisdom you have heard this
evening … and can remember the 4 bite-
sized portions consisting of …
-  CONTENT OF SPEECH
-  PREPARATION OF SPEECH
-  LENGTH OF SPEECH
-  DELIVERY OF SPEECH
… then … when next you are invited to 
present a Waste-Paper Basket …  your
fellow Owls will not need to be called upon 
to observe a minute’s silence in respect and 
remembrance of your early departure to a 
higher perch.
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Freude, schöner Götterfunken,
Tochter aus Elysium,

Wir betreten feuertrunken,
Himmlische, dein Heiligtum!
Deine Zauber binden wieder
Was die Mode streng geteilt;

Alle Menschen werden Brüder
Wo dein sanfter Flügel weilt.

Wem der große Wurf gelungen
Eines Freundes Freund zu sein;
Wer ein holdes Weib errungen

Mische seinen Jubel ein!
Ja, wer auch nur eine Seele

Sein nennt auf dem Erdenrund!
Und wer’s nie gekonnt, der stehle
Weinend sich aus diesem Bund!
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From my perch I look down on you, all seeing.
I see in you above all longevity – lives well lived.

I see arrogance, I see humility.
I see the smug, for they are learned above, well above, average.

I see the twinkle of those who find humour in the moment.

I hear the breathing of the old, 
and the impatience of those still strong.

I hear the draft that comes to ruffle us all.
The wind that hurries us toward our end.

Why so solemn in black? 
Cramped in coats too tight, collars that won’t button.

Pates polished hairless, domed with wisdom.
Ears over large, straining to hear, but good at listening.

Eyes hidden in glass and frames
Battling between far and near, no middle ground left.

Sticks to limp with, knees no longer willing but clicking along.
Thoughts of friends missing at the table, friends missed.

Honour to the dead comrades gone, slipped into the shadows.

Why do I perch when I should be hunting the night?
Well, I would go hungry rather than forgo such fine company.

If my eyes drift closed, be sure my ears are all seeing
For I am amongst you in a contented place. 

Too whit too whit too whoo.

 
Members’ News

Owl Nicholas Ellenbogen
A Contented Place

An die freude
(Ode to joy)

Owl Peter Lever clearly
explaining: “Wie man ein ‘U’

mit einem umlaut ausspricht”.

     Flown to a higher perch
     Owls will be sad to know that Owl 
Hank Lith has flown to a higher perch.
     A memorial service is to be held for Owl 
Hank in his beloved Arderne Gardens on 
Thursday, 23rd February, at 5:30 pm. The 
Immediate Past President will pay tribute to 
him at the AGM (as is our custom). 

.oOo.
     The Owl Club Website
     The Committee is pleased to announce a 
new website for The Owl Club. 
     The public part has now gone live see:
< www.owls.org.za  >.
     The members only section is now also  
live, and each Owl has been allocated his/
her own unique password to access the 
members only section.  

.oOo.
     The Owl Club AGM
     Members are reminded that the Annual
General Meeting  of The Owl Club  (for 
which a formal notice will follow) is to take 
place on Tuesday21st March 2023.
     Please consider motions for the AGM 
amd please also consider nominating the 
people whom you would wish to have on 
the 2023/2024 Committee.

.oOo.

     The Owl Club Moulting Fund
     The Moulting Fund exists in order that 
the amenities and friendship of The Owl 
Club may be made available to Owls who, 
for whatever reason, are no longer able to
priorities Owl Club dues and dinner fees, 
but who would wish to continue to ‘play 
their part in our assemblies among us’.
     If you happen to know of any Owl 
whose participation would be ensured by 
support from the Moulting Fund, please
approach the Fiscal Shrike or the Secretary
Bird (and all such approaches will be 
treated in the strictest of confidence).

.oOo.
     The Owl Club Dinner Price
     As all Owls will be acutely aware, overall
inflation (combined with fiscal drag) in 
South Africa. has taken it’s toll on the cost 
of living (and has especially affected the 
price of food) over the past number of 
months.
     The Fiscal Shrike (and Committee) 
regret to advise that the price of Dinner at 
meetings of The Owl Club, as from this 
month (21st February 2023), has increased 
to R320 per head (for Owls and guests 
alike). C’est la vie!

oOo.


