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NOTICE
Dear Fellow Owls

     THE 1347h MEETING, AND  THE 128th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 
OF THE OWL CLUB, PRECEDED BY DINNER, WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY
21st MARCH 2023, 6:00 PM FOR 7:00 PM START.
     VENUE: THE GRILL ROOM, KELVIN GROVE CLUB, NEWLANDS.
     Members are reminded that, as is customary for the AGM, this is strictly a 
‘members only’ meeting and that guests are, unfortunately, not to be invited.
     There will be a display of ‘What Owls Collect’ staged in the foyer and Owls will 
(later in the evening) each deliver a short dissertation on their collectable interests.

     Outgoing chairman: President Owl Mike Bruton

     The format for the evening will comprise:
     -  Call to order and then Grace, followed by dinner, and then a short break whilst
the tables are cleared.
     -  Call to order and The Loyal Toast.
     -  The Toast To Departed Owls (Immediate Past President Owl Richard Morris).
     -  Quarterly Club Sweep.
     -  Commencement of the 128th Annual General Meeting of The Owl Club.
(The Agenda and Minutes of the previous AGM, together with relevant documents 
and the Annual Financial Statements, will have been forwarded to all members under 
separate cover). Included within the AGM Agenda is the demission of the outgoing 
President and the formal induction of the incoming President.

     Incoming chairman: President Owl Geoffrey Ashmead

     The format for the remainder of the evening will continue as follows:
     -  Seven mini-WPBs based upon ‘What Owls Collect’ to be delivered by Owls 
Hugh Amoore, Mike Bruton, Tony Grogan, Al Lastovica, Roger Stewart, Angel 
Tordesillas and John Webb.
     -  The Toast To The Owl Club.
     -  Closure of meeting.

     Dinner price: R320.

     Dress: Black tie (or similarly elegant attire).

RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS:
     Any Owl who does not have internet access is welcome to telephone the Secretary 
Bird at 082 440 8204 or 021 671 3121 to book a perch.
     All other Owls are encouraged to use the Pay’n’Perch procedure by paying their 
dining fee into the Club’s bank account by EFT and instructing the bank (using the 
option provided) to send a remittance confirmation email to secretary@owls.capetown
whereupon their perches will be booked.
     No further emails will be needed from you unless you have special dietary needs
or if you are using a dining credit.
     In all cases, bookings will close at 6:00 pm on Saturday 18th March 2023.
     All bookings will be acknowledged. 

“Count your age by friends, not years.
Count your life by smiles, not tears.”

John Lennon
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entertained all with the first part  of their 
delightful chamber music recital before a 
20-minute bar break was called for.
     The evening’s entertaiment then
recommenced with a continuation of The
Little Wind Sextet and their well-appreciated
musical contribution. 
     Owl Norton Tennille was then called 
upon to fill the Waste-Paper Basket which 
he did by asking Owls and guests alike to
consider ‘Why were Achilles and Odysseus
considered heroes?’ … and posed the 
question ‘Do they deserve to be considered 
heroes by us?’. This very well-researched 
presentation, so full of historical fact and 
fable, required an over-sized WPB to hold 
all the content!
     President Owl Mike Bruton, at well past 
bedtime for most Owls, then called upon
all to charge their glasses and rise as he
proposed the Toast to The Owl Club,
following which he wished all present a safe 
flight home.

worthy of support, but consideration must 
be given regarding what the end goal is and 
what is worth preserving from the past.  In 
building for the future we need to build on 
the things that are sustainable and necessary 
for a stable future.  That is the very notion 
of progress.
     It is important to understand the origins 
of woke culture and why it cannot be
mistaken for a positive development.  
     Her definition of the concept of woke-
ness is based on discussions with the SA 
Institute of Race Relations.  Wokeness is an 
affected sympathy with a marginalised or 
downcast sector of
society following a

     The Parliament was asked to rise in 
memory of Owls Hank Lith and Chris
Orpen who, since the last meeting, had 
flown to a higher perch
     New Owl Ulrik Strandvik was then 
(with due ceremony) inducted, welcomed 
into the fellowship and invited to dwell in 
harmony with fellow Owls.
     The President then (requesting that 
guests remained seated) ordered that the 
lights be dimmed whilst he proposed the 
traditional Toast To Our Guests.
     The guest speaker for the evening,
Helen Zille, was then invited to the lectern 
and captivated the attention of the (Owl) 
parliament with her impeccably prepared 
presentation on ‘The Dangers Of Woke’. 
Helen Zille’s presentation is covered in 
more detail later in this publication.
     The musical slot was filled by The Little 
Wind Sextet, a group led by Owl David 
Little (clarinet) and comprising Simon Ball 
(bassoon), Natalie Lawrenson (French 
horn), Glyn Partridge (bassoon), Kate 
Worthington-Smith (clarinet) and Len 
Worthington-Smith (French horn) who 

     The proceedings commenced at 19:00,
with President Owl Mike Bruton welcoming
all and then inviting Owl Roger Cleaver to 
deliver the Grace.
     The dinner started with a lightly curried 
butternut soup with coconut and coriander 
cream. The main course comprised grilled 
hake served with mushy pea risotto and 
garlic aioli. The dessert was a chocolate tart 
served with apricot and orange sauce. The 
dinner ended with filter coffee and the wine 
selection for the evening came from the 
Hawksmoor (at Matjieskuil) wine estate.
     The President then asked Owls and 
guests to charge their glasses and to rise for 
the Toast To South Africa, which then led 
into a short break whilst the dining tables 
were cleared. 
     The 1346th meeting of The Owl Club 
commenced with the President bestowing
congratulations upon those Owls fortunate 
enough to be celebrating birthdays during 
the month of February, viz: Owls Hugh 
Amoore, Alex Frew (85), Christopher 
Gregorowski, Eric Harley, Denis Le
Jeune (90), Sean King, Gavin Michelmore,
David Muller and Alastair Weir.

     Following her introductory remarks, 
Helen introduced her topic – ‘The dangers 
of ‘Woke’ – by saying that the danger had, 
in her view, now diminished from where 
it was a few years ago and that several 
institutions with which she had contact 
were recovering from the damaging effects 
of woke theory.
     It is critically important to understand 
what the dangers of woke are and why it 
cannot be mistaken for a positive
development, where it came from, and 
what its inherent risks are for a developing 
democracy like South Africa.  This is not 
to say progress should be resisted and that 
change, even radical change, may well be

Grace
For good food

in a world where many are hungry,
for friends where many walk alone

and for faith where many live in fear,
we thank you Lord.

Amen

1347 : Page 2 of 9

The February 2023 meeting
         A total of 76 Owls and 29 guests met for the 1346th meeting of The Owl Club, held in 
The Grill Room at Kelvin Grove Club, Newlands on Tuesday 21st February 2023..

 
Guest speaker:  Helen Zille

The dangers of ‘Woke’

Induction of Owl Ulrik Strandvik with (l/r)
Owls Peter Sutherland, Mike Bruton & Richard Morris Owl Mike James & Helen Zille

Helen Zille



                                                      started
                                                      speaking
                                                     up for her,
                                                       including
                                                      a piece in
                                         in The New York
                                  Times challenging this
                                version of the woke
                             narrative.  So that is what
                              ‘cancel culture’ is. If you
                                  transgress the woke
                                   narrative, you are
                                marginalised in social 
media across the board, that is picked up by 
the mainstream media, people do not speak 
to you at functions, you are not invited to 
meetings and you are excluded from polite 
society.  It is made quite abundantly clear 
that you have transgressed a dogmatic
position.
    The ‘cancel culture’ hysteria has been 
compared, in a recent book, to the Salem 
witch hunts and everything that went with 
that, a good comparison in a social media 
context.  That is very much what wokeness 
is and how it has manifested.
     However, the backlash against wokeness 
is now escalating; woke culture is much 
less pronounced than it was 18 months ago 
so we are now past ‘peak woke’.  This is 
a good thing and the fightback is growing.  
Now it is not so ‘woke’ to be woke – it used 
to be a very fine thing to be - and the term 
is now often used in a fashion bordering on
opprobrium which may be more appropriate.
     Where did woke come from? 
     It comes from the United States and was 
taken forward in universities in the US and 
Helen Zille argues that it would threaten to 
derail the efforts to establish a functional 
constitutional democracy if it took root in 
South Africa.

     Many people, and especially young 
people, believe that wokeness is a concept 
that embodies being alive to injustice and 
that is, of course, a very good thing.  It is 
very important to empathise with people 
who are different and who do not fit what 
are often considered the norms in society.  
It is important to build a society that ac-
commodates and includes difference.
     But if one goes into it a little bit more
deeply, this is a movement that fundamentally
challenges enlightenment values – the very 
values that underpin all of the institutions 
of modern liberal democracy.  Wokeness is 1347: Page 3 of 9
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rigid, dogmatic
line of faux
moralism
usually revolving
around identity
politics that tolerates no
counter-argument and
demands uncritical endorsement.
     It is the very opposite of
what liberal values require.
     It is underpinned by the
idea that racism, sexism, ableism,
homophobia and transphobia
are at the root of all of society’s evils.  
     Like Marxism, critical race theory and 
wokeness divide society into victims and 
villains except that it is not class analysis of 
bosses versus workers but the victims and 
the villains are defined by where one lies
between those on the side of racism, sexism,
ableism, homophobia and transphobia on 
the one hand and those opposed to these 
evils.  It valorises victimhood and creates 
a hierarchy of victimhood so that the more 
victimised you are, the more virtuous you 
become – the Victimhood Olympics!  When 
we were growing up, being a victim was 
frowned on in such phrases as “toughen up 
buttercup” and “no-one respects a victim”.  
But today, you can’t be virtuous unless you 
can appropriate to yourself various aspects 
of victimhood and wear them on display.
     Wokeness uses social media as its 
platform of choice, primarily for virtue 
signalling.  It regards language as violence 
and is always on the lookout for violation 
of its speech code in the form of attacks 
on the woke narrative.  It responds to such 
violations with equal violence through the 
‘cancel’ culture.  Cancel culture is what 
happens to someone if they violate a woke 
narrative.  An example of this is the case 
of the author JK Rowling, the author of the 
Harry Potter books.  She is a well-known 
feminist and a survivor of gender-based
violence. JK Rowling made the unspeakable
mistake in woke eyes of saying that spaces 
like women-only bathrooms were important 
to women, that the distinction of gender-
based bathrooms should not be obliterated 
by gender-neutral bathrooms because you 
could not have the rights of transexuals 
superseding automatically the rights of 
women.  Despite the fact that she built a 
very rational argument around this issue, 
she was cancelled very profoundly in the 
United Kingdom, she was marginalised 
from all polite society and even when they 
had a Harry Potter reunion, Emma Watson
and Daniel Ratcliffe and others boycotted
her because she had violated the woke 
speech code and she was a ‘trans-phobe’ 
because she put the rights of women above 
the rights of transsexuals in regard to the
use of bathrooms. She was very profoundly 
cancelled, but more recently, people have 

often associated with totally unobjectionable
terms such as ‘Black Lives Matter’.  Of 
course, black lives matter!  Nobody would 
suggest otherwise.  But you dare not say 
‘all lives matter’ because if you do you are 
fundamentally denying the concept that the 
entire society and all its institutions and 
organisations are designed to undermine
black lives.  Such statements fail to
recognise that the ‘Black Lives Matter’ 
movement is a concept that challenges all 
of the established institutions and practices
and challenges the inbuilt structural violence
against black people.  Clearly black lives 
matter but the concept is that black lives 
will not matter until we take on all the 
structures and institutions in society that 
embody the inbuilt violence against black 
people.  And so, the idea is that all present
institutions, cultural practices and society’s
norms and mores are inherited from a 
culture that glorified able-bodied, white, 
heterosexual males and that was built up for 
their promotion and benefit.  They are there 
to uphold the status quo.  People who are 
progressive and woke don’t want inclusion 
in those societies – they want to eradicate 
those institutions and structures and replace 
them with values that begin from the 
premise of uplifting those who have been 
the victims of those institutions and cultural 
practices.  The objective is to replace
established norms and values with ones that 
rank everyone in descending order of
victimhood, terminating with the white
male. Wokeness challenges the fundamental
values that are the heart of constitutionalism,
independent judiciary, the separation of 
powers, the independence of the criminal 
justice system and a whole range of other 
important things.  
    All of this has applied particularly to our 
universities.  Critical race theory analysis 
that hit UCT in about 2016, with the advent 
of fallism, has led to the entrenchment of 
critical race theory in many of the UCT 
departments. Wokeism is a culture that 
seeks to eradicate the democratic order that 
has resulted in the dominance of hetero-
sexual males and the cultures that sustain 
that order. 
    Wokeism came to prominence initially 
in the United States in the 1960s with the 
advent of critical legal studies.  This argues 
that institutions like the criminal justice 
system have been built to protect white 
male power, that white people were 

UCT
UCT
UCT
UCT
UCT
UCT



be impossible to liberate and decolonise 
UCT until you have eradicated that edifice.  
The concept is that the whole world has 
been built on two fundamental pillars – the 
enlightenment era and then colonialism 
and slavery.  That notion may well apply to 
the United States because that society was 
built on colonialism and slavery, but it does 
not apply to South Africa.  You cannot say 
that colonialism had any colour in South 
Africa because the great Bantu movement 
from Central Africa was a massive instance 
of colonialism resulting in things like the 
Mfecane and genocide across Southern 
Africa.  Slavery in Africa was certainly not 
the purview of a single race group.  So, the 
notion that the original sin of slavery and
colonialism is the root cause of the problems
in South Africa is fundamentally mistaken.  
The notion that, before the institutions 
that now exist, there was peace, development
and harmony amongst peoples is also very
mistaken.
     The danger of Woke in South Africa is 
this: we have a constitution that seeks to 
build what can essentially be defined as a 
liberal democracy.  It is based on the rule of 
law, on concepts such as the separation of 
powers, on the principle of accountability 
and on non-racialism.  It is based on every 
idea that is regarded as racist and sexist by 
critical race theory and the woke liturgy.  
However strong the woke movement has 
become in the United States and Britain, the 
principle on which those societies are built 
is so deeply embedded and so much part
of the culture that they will not be overturned
and the pendulum will swing back to the 
middle ground preserving the essential 
nature of accountable democracy.  That is 
certainly not the case in our country.  We 
have, and have had, a single-party dominant 
system with the dominant party seeking to 
control, through cadre deployment, every 
single institution within a constitutional 
democracy to the favour of the ruling party.  
The very notion of a free and fair election 
could easily be under threat because the 
management of major elections could be 
controlled by the ruling party.  Therefore 
the independence of the judiciary, through 
the judicial services commission, is under 
threat, so every day we fight to preserve 
the enlightenment values entrenched in our 
institutions.  For us to have what is seen as
a progressive movement saying that all of

inherently racist and critical legal studies
set out to expose the inherent racism in 
every aspect of society and all power
relationships.  The core problem in society 
is racism; the world is divided into villains 
and victims and all whites are oppressors; 
this has led to a hierarchy of power that 
translates into the society of South Africa.  
This hierarchy has to be challenged and 
obliterated.  Critical race theory takes the 
concept that individuals can be judged on 
their individual talents and achievements in 
society and turns that on its head.  Every
person can be judged by their identity
criteria – primarily race, gender, sexuality –
and that imbues a person with their
respective characteristics, values and their 
place in society.
     Critically the ideology challenges the 
concept of freedom of speech; it sees 
language as violence and opposes it with 
counter-violence.  It rejects the notion of 
the state, that the state is there to protect the 
rights and promote individual freedoms and 
allow individuals to chart the path in life 
that they wish to pursue.  The objective is to
redress the past and break down the
institutions of the past.  It seeks to create a
policy of outcomes fundamentally different
from the way in which the enlightenment 
principles understand the function of the 
state.  The high priests of critical race 
theory and wokeness in the US argue that 
capitalism and racism are the terrible twins 
and that you cannot deal with racism until 
you have eradicated capitalism; these two 
objectives often go hand-in-hand.  Critical 
race theory precedes what is called critical
social justice – the obliteration of institutions
and the transformation of structures on 
which society was built.  This was the basis 
of the video that circulated around UCT – 
Science must Fall – which expounded the 
theory that science was the invention of 
white, heterosexual males and that it would

our institutions are merely a manifestation 
of white male patriarchy that is dominating 
and destroying other groups is a profoundly
dangerous notion because there is nothing
conceived by the woke movement that 
would provide something better and more 
acceptable.
     Obviously, we all want an inclusive 
society and an inclusive democracy.  But 
to overturn all of the values and ideas that 
have built great societies and have enabled 
continuous improvement, in the name of a 
concept that has not yet and has no prospect 
of providing a stable and sustainable alter-
native is an extraordinary risk.  The core 
problem is that there is a completely false 
diagnosis of what our issues are.  Our
issues are not primarily rooted in white
racism.  Our issues are rooted in the fact 
that we have 40% unemployment, mass 
poverty a failed education system and little, 
if any, economic growth.  If, on the basis of 
woke theory, you misdiagnose the problem 
as being white males there is simply no 
prospect of dealing with the real problems.  
So that is the danger – it blinds people into 
feeling good about themselves and totally 
misdiagnoses the problems in South Africa.  
It divides society along artificial lines 
when what we need to do is come together 
around real solutions to our problems.
     That, in a nutshell, is the danger of 
woke.  The only way to solve our problems 
is to diagnose the problems properly, to 
look at the real prospects of resolution and 
get behind them on a non-racial, inclusive 
basis that doesn’t seek to divide society into 
smaller and smaller identity-based groups 
fighting each other.                                [MJ
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Ron DeSantis
Governor of Florida, USA

The parliament of Owls in session



     The Little Wind Sextet had its origins 
in a venture started by Owl David Little 
and some dear musician friends, as a means 
of relieving the monotony of lockdown in 
2020.  The musicians were looking for an 
excuse to play some chamber music in a 
larger group, something different from the 
usual.and the sextet consisting of pairs of 
clarinets, horns, and bassoons.
     The players are:
     Clarinets: Katie Worthington-Smith 
and Owl David Little.
     French horns: Natalie Lawrenson and 
Len Worthington-Smith.
     Bassoons: Simon Ball and Glyn
Partridge.
     Their performance for the evening 
comprised mainly chamber music including:
     Parthia No. 2 in E flat major.
     Franciszek Lessel: 1780-1838.
     Lessel was a Polish composer of Czech 
parentage, who received his first piano 
lessons from his father.  In 1799 he studied 
with Joseph Haydn and continued to do so 
until Haydn’s death.  Lessel worked as a 
court musician, headed Warsaw’s Amateur 
Music Society, and gave lessons on how to 
play the glass harmonica.   His woodwind 
sextet is a cheerful work in 4 movements:
     Adagio and Rondo.
     Carl Maria von Weber: 1786-1826.
     This short work has the charm and 
light-hearted drama typical of this master 
composer.  Interestingly the Adagio was 
composed in July 1808, after the Rondo, 
which was composed in June that year, 

fred
     Do Achilles and Odysseus deserve to 
be considered heroes by us?
     In The Iliad and The Odyssey, these two 
are not paragons of moral virtue or flawless 
in their judgment. They are quintessentially
human beings. They repeatedly make
mistakes, unwise decisions, and poor choices
that are self-destructive and damaging to 
others. 
     The focus of The Iliad is a psychological 
problem of Achilles: ‘anger management’ in 
contemporary psychological terms. The first 
word of The Iliad is manin (rage).
     The opening line of The Iliad is an
invocation to the muse to help the bard 
recall Achilles’ murderous rage against 
Agamemnon for depriving him of the slave 
girl that he had won fair and square in the 
looting of one of the cities near Troy: 1347 : Page 5 of 9

although it was almost certainly intended to 
be played with the Adagio then the Rondo. 
     Partita in C minor .                                                                 
     Franz Krommer: 1759-1831.
     He was a Czech composer (František 
Vincenc Kramář), and Krommer was the 
German version of his name which he used 
in Vienna where he spent most of his career.  
He was one of the most popular composers 
in the 19th century Vienna, although today 
he is mostly known for his several clarinet 
concertos.  His output was prolific, with at 
least three hundred published compositions, 
but it his sonorous, idiomatic and at times 
powerful music for wind ensemble, for 
which he is best known today.
     Adagio movement – from Serenade in 
E flat major K375.                     
     Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: 1756-1791.                             
     Mozart is widely recognized as one of 
the greatest composers in the history of 
western music.  His taste, his command

of form, and his range of expression have 
made him seem the most universal of all 
composers; yet, it may also be said that his 
music was written to accommodate the
specific tastes of particular audiences.      
     Finale - from the Wind Sextet Op 71.
     Ludwig van Beethoven: 1770-1827.
     Perhaps the greatest composer who ever 
lived, Ludwig van Beethoven dominates a 
period of musical history as no other
composer before or since. Though not
himself a Romantic, he became the 
fountainhead of much that characterized 
the work of the Romantics who followed 
him, especially in his ideal of program or 
illustrative music, which he defined in
connection with his Sixth (Pastoral)
Symphony as “more an expression of
emotion than painting”.  His wind sextet is 
a youthful work, which was composed in 
1796 (but which waited for nearly a decade 
before its first performance).                  [DL

    “Rage-Goddess, sing the rage of Peleus’s 
son Achilles, murderous, doomed, that cost
the Achaeans countless losses, hurling down
to the House of Death so many sturdy souls, 
great fighters’ souls, but made their bodies 
carrion, feasts for the dogs and birds …”
    Similarly, the opening line of The
Odyssey reads:
     “Sing in me muse, and through me tell 
the story of that man, the wanderer, harried 
for years on end, after he plundered the 
stronghold on the proud height of Troy.”
    Achilles and Odysseus were exceptional 
individuals who in The Iliad “became the 
best they could be” at doing what their roles
as warriors required in that particular era.  
They achieved their highest possible level 
of self-development,
and exemplified the

 
Musical Notes:

The Little
Wind Sextet

 
WPB:  Owl Norton Tennille

Why were Achilles and Odysseus considered heroes?

Owl Norton Tennille

Owl David Little introducing The Little Wind Sextet



     The most significant of these occurred 
during the last 100 to 120 years, in the wake 
of the First World War and in large part as a 
reaction to it.
    First, let us take changes in attitudes 
toward war. The glory of individual martial 
combat and the honour accorded martial 
valour – the romanticization of war 
survived intact well into the 20th century.
Well-educated English schoolboys carried
 copies of The Iliad with them into the 
trenches of World War I. They had also 
been schooled in the Roman poet Horace 
and memorized his iconic line: “It is a 
beautiful and honourable thing to die for 
one’s country.” 
     But the technology of war had changed 
dramatically, especially during the second
half of the 19th century. By the second
decade of the 20th century most of the 
killing was done by or with the help of 
machines. Hand to hand combat was the 
exception rather than the rule.
     The First World War, to a large degree, 
de-romanticized war. That did not prevent 
the politicians, arms-makers, and military 
leaders from taking the world into a far 
broader military conflict some twenty years 
later.  That, of course, involved perpetuating
the belief that “It is a beautiful and honourable
thing to die for one’s country.”
     And courageous, self-sacrificing soldiers 
were again recognized as heroes.
     But opposing war, advocating for
pacifism, and raising conscientious objection
were widely recognized as legitimate political
and moral sentiments, though they were, 
and still remain, a minority view.  War, 
at least, was no longer completely above 
reproach as a secular matter.
    On the religious side, there was a
rediscovery of parts of the New Testament – 
the social gospel –which, for the most part, 
had not been taken seriously where war and 
patriotism were at stake.  Christianity had 
lived comfortably with war from its early 
days. Popes and Kings had embraced it in 
the Crusades.
“Onward, Christian 1347 : Page 6 of 9

was to kill enemy warriors in hand-to-hand
combat, vanquish their foes, and, if victorious,
to loot and destroy their communities and 
share the spoils of victory. If that involved 
military stratagems and massive deceit, so 
what? The decisive stratagem which finally
gave the Greeks victory, the so-called 
“Trojan Horse,” was the brilliant idea of 
Odysseus’ “All’s fair in love and war.”
     This, for purposes of argument, provides 
the standard by which they are entitled to be
honoured as heroes in The Iliad. They must 
be judged in the context of the society in
which they lived, a dangerous and violent era
with its own necessities and its own set of 
values, which are very different from our 
own values of today
     It was a patriarchal and pre-Christian
society in which slavery was practiced and
in which women were expected to be passive
and subordinate, whether as wives or slaves.
     Indeed, the highest form of reward to a
Homeric hero was to receive a beautiful 
woman who had been captured in a foray as 
a prize. She might well have been a woman 
of noble birth, a queen or a princess, but she
became the warrior’s slave (and a sex slave). 
     Most of the criticism of Achilles and 
Odysseus is a criticism of Homeric society 
and Homeric values, and this involves
applying contemporary moral standards to 
the two protagonists. 
     But let me offer another proposition, 
another standard by which the two epics 
can be judged that may explain their appeal 
over three millennia:
     The two epics are essentially stories of the
personal development of the two protagonists. 
     In the case of Achilles, this development 
culminated during the nocturnal visit to his 
tent by the Trojan King Priam, father of
Hector, whose body Achilles was still
holding and denying a proper funeral. In 
that encounter, in which he agreed to return
Hector’s body to his father, he finally became
a human being with ability to empathize 
with Priam as he would for the grief of his 
own father, were he similarly situated.
     In the case of Odysseus, it culminated 
with his ultimate reunion with his wife,
father and son back in Ithaca and the
restoration of his estate from the domination
of the suitors each of whom was hoping to 
become the husband of Penelope and King 
of Ithaca. There, he was once again the 
quintessential family man and ruler with 
social responsibilities.
     Now let us examine how and why our 
two heroes have suffered the slings and 
arrows of insult and ignominy and been 
buffeted by the turbulent winds of ethical 
change and political fashion in the 20th and 
21st centuries. 
     This requires a capsule cultural analysis
of changing values and developments in
human psychology over three millennia. 

Greek value of arête or excellence – as 
warriors.
     Achilles is described as “the best of the 
Achaeans.” He was the strongest and
fiercest of warriors. He is “godlike.” When
decked out for battle in his armour (fashioned
by a god), he glitters like the sun. His eyes 
flash with fire. With a voice as plangent as 
a trumpet he can rally his troops and cause 
the enemy to go soft in the knees. He can
run down anyone he chases, as he ultimately
did the Trojan prince and champion Hector. 
     Odysseus was almost his match as a 
fighter, but he brought to the conflict some-
thing the Greeks needed fully as much as 
physical strength and courage: Cleverness, 
wiliness, a persuasive tongue, and a gift for 
military stratagems. He was a sweet-talker, 
with both men and women.
     His deceitfulness knew no bounds and 
often got him and his comrades into trouble. 
     Some diagnose him as a pathological
liar, but if this is accurate, there is an 
explanation for this given the fact that this 
is a myth, and many myths and folktales 
have a stock character, The Trickster, who 
is a pathological liar.  There are significant 
differences between The Iliad and The 
Odyssey in the nature of the two epics, one 
almost might say sub-genres, even though 
they are traditionally both attributed to a 
common author.
     In the translation of the opening lines 
quoted above, Odysseus is described as 
“skilled in all ways of contending.” This is
one of the many ways the epithet polytropos
has been translated. The nearest literal 
translation is probably “a man of many
twists and turns”. Not all ways of contending
are honest. Nor are all “twists and turns” 
honourable. Emily Wilson, in her 2018 
translation of The Odyssey begs the moral 
judgement issue by describing Odysseus as 
“a complicated man.”
    The job of the two heroes in The Iliad 

Odysseus

Achilles (the Wellington monument)



1347 : Page 7 of 9

back to The Trojan War. A cottage industry 
has developed among women novelists
looking at the events and personalities
described in The Iliad and The Odyssey 
from the point of view of the women
characters, who are rarely given a voice in 
either of the two epics. 
     The earliest I have found was published
in 2005 by Margaret Atwood in The Penelopiad,
in which Penelope’s experience is imagined 
and her voice heard in a salty and extremely 
clever Satyr Play. Penelope speaks from the 
land of the dead in a mock Greek drama, 
in which the chorus consists of the twelve 
young women who became the paramours 
of Penelope’s suitors during the 20 years 
Odysseus was away. 
     Odysseus punished these women in
what is surely the most outrageous and
unjustifiable of his acts: He condemned 
them to be hanged in public after requiring
them to scrub the floors of the blood of the
suitors killed by Odysseus and his son 
Telemachus.
    The final chorus in Atwood’s play is an 
Envoi or farewell in which these maids sing 
as follows:
     “We had no voice we had no name
     we had no choice
     we had one face one face the same.
     We took the blame it was not fair
     but now we’re here
     we’re all here too the same as you
     And now we follow you, we find you 
     now, we call to you to you
     too wit too woo, too wit too woo too woo.
     The maids then sprout feathers and fly 
away as owls”
     Others who have written well-reviewed
and popular novels that explore the Homeric
epics from a female perspective include 
Pat Barker’s remarkable 2018 novel, The 
Silence of the Girls written primarily from 
the perspective of Briseis, the woman given 
as a prize to Achilles and then taken from 
him by Agamemnon.
     I will close by quoting a passage from 
The Silence of the Girls which is the closing 
thoughts of Briseis as she ponders how the 
Trojan War will be remembered by people 
like us:
     “What will they make of us, the people 
of those unimaginably distant times? 
     One thing I do know: they won’t want the 
brutal reality of conquest and slavery
     They won’t want to be told about the 
massacres of men and boys, the enslavement
of women and girls.
     They don’t want to know we were living 
in a rape camp.”
     I have given women the last word.
    Were Achilles and Odysseus heroes? ...
or zeros? 
     This I must leave to you wise Owls to 
ponder and to decide
for yourselves?    [MJ

     Do women not have their own very
different developmental or spiritual journeys?
     Is Joseph Campbell (and his mentor Carl 
Jung) not the ultimate male chauvinist pig?
     The first woman to develop the heroine 
theme in depth was Maureen Murdock, a
family therapist and educator based in
California. In 1990 Murdock published a 
book called The Heroine’s Journey. She 
shares this anecdote in the introduction: 
     She was a great admirer of Campbell
and asked him if he would meet with her
to discuss a project she was working on
involving the Heroine’s Journey and how 
that would differ from the Hero’s Journey
by being custom-tailored to the development
cycles in women’s lives. 
     He agreed, but when he was asked 
whether women could not have their own 
developmental journeys, he replied: No, 
women don’t need to make that journey! 
“In the whole mythological tradition, the 
woman is just THERE.  All she has to do is 
realize that she’s the place that people are 
trying to get to. When a woman realizes 
what her wonderful character is, she’s not 
going to get messed up with the notion of 
being pseudo-male.”
     Murdock was not deterred by Campbell’s
brushoff. She completed her project and 
published her book, in which she openly
acknowledges that “... the model of the 
heroine’s journey is derived in part from 
Campbell’s model of the heroic quest. The 
language of the stages, however, is particu-
lar to women, and the visual model ap-
peared to me in a very feminine way”.
     The campaign against Campbell has 
escalated from there. In 2021, a Harvard
Professor of Folklore, Maria Tatar published
a book called “The Heroine with 1001 
Faces” in which she seeks to discredit 
Campbell totally.  She dismisses Jung’s 
Analytical Psychology as an anachronism 
which no one now takes seriously, which is 
manifestly not the case.
    But the fact that women have developed 
theories of the Heroine’s Journey certainly
suggests Campbell’s development of the
Hero’s Journey was a major contribution to 
20th century psychology, does it not?
    I will end by noting a very significant 
development in fiction which brings us

soldiers” was the beginning of a popular 
Protestant hymn.  All this came into
question in the hearts and minds of many 
Christians – as well as other elements of 
society – during and after World War I.
     The second major change involved the
emergence of powerful women’s movements,
led by campaigns for women’s suffrage
which began in the late 19th century.  This 
blossomed into a great variety of other 
women’s rights movements loosely referred
to as feminism. These remain potent today –
especially the movement to protect women’s
reproductive rights. 
     What could be more abhorrent to
feminists – and those who share their
perspective – than the treatment of women 
in The Iliad and The Odyssey?
     The third major change, is the fairly 
recent development of depth psychology 
by Freud and Jung, in the first half of the 
20th century, which gave us a new lens for 
examining and analyzing human behavior. 
     One thing, alluded to above, is a new 
way of looking at the nature of the character 
of Odysseus in The Odyssey, viewing him 
as the Jungian archetype of The Trickster. 
     The Trickster has emerged in mythology, 
folklore (and religion of many cultures) as a 
character in a story (god, goddess, human or 
anthropomorphisation) who exhibits a high 
degree of intelligence or secret knowledge
and uses it to play tricks or otherwise 
disobey normal rules and defy conventional 
behavior.’
     The Trickster is amoral. He assumes he 
is above the law. He is always out for his 
own good. Yet he is often too clever for his 
own good.  Can an archetype that is almost 
universal in folklore and mythology be 
judged as a mortal human? 
     More importantly for our topic, depth 
psychology has given us a new concept of 
heroism. The essence of this new concept 
lies in the theory of personal and spiritual 
development articulated by Carl G. Jung 
which he called individuation. 
     That concept was developed and also 
popularized by the comparative mythologist 
Joseph Campbell in his articulation of the 
Hero’s Journey, which has had a remarkable
impact on the entertainment industry, 
especially movies, and otherwise indirectly 
on the public imagination. Campbell’s 
first, and still best known, work in this 
area is The Hero With A Thousand Faces, 
originally published in 1949. It is a work 
of comparative mythology, largely inspired 
by Jung, in which Campbell synthesizes the 
mythological structure of the journey of the 
archetypal hero found in myths.
    Campbell’s work very understandably
provoked quite a reaction from the women’s 
movement, which asked, legitimately: “But 
what about women? Why all this attention 
to Heroes and none to Heroines?”

Achilles
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     2023 Membership
     The Fiscal Shrike congratulates the 
majority (85%) of Owls who have promptly 
paid their dues for the new year.
     The Secretary Bird asks that Owls who 
may have overlooked this to remit their 
2023 membership fee (R360) together with 
such contributions each chooses to make 
towards the Moulting Fund and/or the Club 
Sweep to do so, so as to ease the Fiscal 
Shrike’s concerns!

.oOo.
     Proposals of membership
     The Committee has reviewed proposals 
of membership, for Jonathan Horn and
Michael Baker, and, being of the view 
that each would make a worthy Owl, has 
resolved to Notice them. Any Owl who 
has any view on either of these nominees 
may contact the Secretary Bird or the Owl 
President-elect, and should do so before the 
Committee meeting on 27th March 2023.

.oOo.

   Owls flown to higher perches
     Owls will be distressed to learn that 
Owls John Terblanche and Anthony Storr 
Lister now rest on higher perches.
     Owl John had been in poor health for 
some time, and he has not been able to dine 
with the Club for some years.
     Owl Anthony’s flight to a celestial perch 
was quite unexpected.  In December 2022 
he again, with his accustomed flair, acted as 
compère at our Christmas meeting 

.oOo.     
     The Owl Club website
     As a result of the work of Owls Coetzee 
and Rorke the Club’s website is undergoing 
a make-over. There is to be a  members-
only section of the website and this is now 
ready for launch.  All Owls will soon get an 
email notification inviting them to choose 
a password which they will then be able to 
use to gain access to this section. Choose 
any password that you would like to use 
(and are likely to remember). It will not 

need to follow a specified formal, (i.e., you 
will not be required to have at least some 
upper case letters, or symbols or numbers)  
and a Committee decision on the structure 
of  acceptable  passwords.

.oOo.
     Reciprocal membership 
     The Owl Club enjoys the privilege of
reciprocal membership with The Savage 
Club of London. The Savage Club has 
objects not dissimilar from ours. It does not 
(as we do not) offer accommodation but 
enjoys reciprocity with The Oriental Club
of London which does. It is possible, subject
to availability on the desired dates, for Owls 
to take advantage of this by application to 
the Secretary of The Savage Club. Any 
Owl wishing to do so should get a letter of 
introduction to The Savage Club from the 
Secretary Bird and take the matter further. 
Any Owl interested in knowing more about 
this should contact Owl Paul Murray.

.oOo.

Members’ News

Owl Peter Hyslop: Seen & noted @ the February meeting

Owl Ulrik Strandvik

Owl Norton Tennille

Helen Zille
Len

Worthington-Smith

Glyn Partridge

Owls listening to music
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Seen & noted @ the February meeting

Owl Ulrik Strandvik Owl Owen KinahanOwl Mike James, Helen Zille & Owl Mike Bruton

Owl David Little, Kate Worthington-Smith, Simon Ball, Glyn Partridge, Natalie Lawrenson & Len Worthington-Smith

Owl Peter Hyslop hard at work Attentive Owls & guests entranced by the music

The parliament of Owls in session
Owl Mike
Bruton


