THE OWL CLUB

"The sands of time cannot be stopped.

Years pass, whether we will them or not ...
but we can remember that what has been lost
may yet live on in our memories"

Christopher Paolini
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Dear Fellow Owls

THE 1355 MEETING OF THE OWL CLUB, PRECEDED BY DINNER, WILL
BE HELD ON TUESDAY 21* NOVEMBER 2023, 6:00 PM FOR 6:45 PM START.
VENUE: THE GRILL ROOM, KELVIN GROVE CLUB, NEWLANDS.

Chairman: President Owl Geoffrey Ashmead

Guest speaker: John Compton
'Life after people: Examples from diamond ghost towns of coastal Namibia'

What would happen if every human were to suddenly disappear? In this talk
John Compton will present the evidence from the diamond ghost towns of the
desert regions of southern Namibia (the Sperrgebiet). Deserts typically provide
the conditions most favourable to preservation (think Egyptian pyramids), but
even in deserts nature claws back at human civilisations. Rather than rain and
vegetation, it is the force of wind and the sand it propels that buries and destroys
human structures. He will discuss the impacts of wind-blown sand on Kolmanskop
and other coastal diamond-mining ghost towns of southern Namibia, as well as on
the surrounding landscape and the role wind plays in the transport of diamonds.

Music: Sipho Fubesi & the Mzansi Tenors male vocal choir
'The Mzansi Tenors in concert’

Owls will be privileged to hear the wonderful voices of the members of The
Mzansi Tenors, an exciting new development on the South African music scene.
This group of talented singers is led by Sipho Fubesi, who is a singing lecturer at
the University of Cape Town.

WPB: Owl JP van Niekerk
'Major medical mishaps, quacks and frauds'

Owl JP van Niekerk (former Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at UCT
and, for 11-years, the Managing Editor of the SA Medical Journal) will explore
some of the above in order to gain an understanding of their causes and to consider
lessons that we can derive from them.

Dinner price: R320.
Dress: Black tie (or similarly elegant attire).

RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS:

Any Owl who does not have internet access is welcome to telephone the Secretary
Bird at 082 440 8204 or 021 671 3121 to book a perch.

All other Owls are encouraged to use the Pay’n’Perch procedure by paying their
(and their guest's) dining fee into the Club’s bank account by EFT and instructing the
bank (using the option provided) to send a remittance confirmation email to
secretary@owls.org.za whereupon their perches will be booked.

Besides details of your invited guests (see above), no further emails will be needed
from you unless you also have special dietary needs or if you are using a dining credit.

In all cases, bookings will close at 6:00 pm on Saturday 18" November 2023.

All bookings will be acknowledged.
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he October 2023 ‘meeting

A total of 65 Owls and 8 guests met for the 1354™ meeting of The Owl Club, held in
The Grill Room, Kelvin Grove Club, Newlands on Tuesday 17 October 2023.

The proceedings commenced at 18:45,
with President Owl Geoffrey Ashmead
welcoming all and inviting Owl Nigel
Gwynne-Evans to deliver the Grace.

The dinner started with a roasted tomato
soup followed by roast beef served with
roasted potatoes, butternut, cauliflower
and gravy. The dessert was a vanilla créme
brilé and a welcome cup of filter coffee
completed the repast.

The meal was again accompanied by
fine red and white wines from Owl Mark
Borrie's Hawksmoor estate.

The President then asked Owls and
guests to charge their glasses and to rise for
the Toast To South Africa, following which
a short comfort break was called whilst the
tables were cleared.

The 1354"™ meeting of The Owl Club
commenced with President Owl Ashmead
congratulating those Owls who were
celebrating notable birthdays during the
month of October and these included Owl
Richard Rosenthal (84 earlier this month)
as well as Owl Mike Broom (77) and Owl
Geoffrey Ashmead (who was
somewhat younger
than that!).

Adams, former NASA Deputy Chief
Technologist, regaled his audience with
an immaculately presented talk entitled
‘Spinoffs: How space exploration makes
life better on Earth’, covering the spectrum
including cell-phone cameras to tracking
whale sharks (and this is covered, in more
detail, herein).

The President then introduced the first-
part of the musical entertainment for the

Nerina von Mayer and Pamela Wijnberg

uplifting programme, inspired by
legend and fantasy (and including
works by Bach, Ravel, Debussy,

Bizet and Clarke).

/

Following the l
fifteen-minute bar
break (which was enhanced with a
complimentary glass of birthday Port), the
Viviamo per I’Arte musical recital continue
(much to the appreciation of all).

fill the Waste Paper Basket, which he did
with his historical family timeline entitled:
""Thoughts on Herman Charles Malan
Bosman — my father s cousin’ in which
Owls were called to ponder upon the
enigmatic matter of the link between an
English teacher, newly arrived in South
Africa, and a fur-coat that spent its days in
four different wardrobes? (Again, more
detail contained herein)

To conclude the evening, Owls and thei
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Then, whilst guests
were requested to remain
seated, the lights were dimmed and
Owls were invited to please charge their
glasses, to rise and to join in the traditional
Toast To Our Guests.

The guest speaker for the evening, Jim

in the Toast To The Owl Club.
President Owl Geoffrey Ashmead then
wished all Owls and their guests a safe
flight home, following which the
evening drew to a close at 10:35 PM.

on flutes and with Albie van Schalkwyk on
the piano) entertained their audience with an

i %ﬂj’ﬂjﬂ/f "'..

Owl ‘Doc’ Caldwell was then invited to

=~ guests were invited to raise their glasses

Grace

Gracious Lord,

We are grateful, as we pause before
this meal, for all the blessings
that life grants us.

For good food in a world where
many go hungry.

For faith, where many walk alone.
And for fellowship in a world
where many walk alone.

For these blessings
we give you thanks, O Lord.
Amen

evening. The Viviamo per I’Arte trio (with

Grogan's Gallery including
Viviamo per I'Arte
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Jim Adams opened his interesting talk
with a question he is often asked:

“Why should the world be involved in
space exploration when we have so many
problems on Earth?”

To which his response is that ...

"Everything we do in space impacts
humankind, hopefully for the better".

He began with a story ...

Recall the wildfires in Maui (two months
ago). There were many stories of hardship
and heroism, but one resonated because of
its tech crossover. Five young adults were
trapped in a van trying to escape the flames
and made the choice to head toward the
sea. Slowly the visibility diminished until
they could see nothing at all. None of the
cell towers were working, there was no
way they could call for help. The situation
seemed dire, especially as the van began to
heat up due to the approaching flames.

g |
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One person had an iPhone that included a
new feature called “Emergency SOS via
Satellite.” Using this remarkable app (that
blends space and terrestrial technologies)
the group was able to send their SOS along
with a brief status of their condition and
their GPS location. The emergency service
dispatched a rescue team, and all lives were
saved ...within 40 minutes!

NASA can’t take total credit for that
lifesaving tech, but we all can take credit
for a constantly rising economic sector that
started with the establishment of NASA
and the Soviet Space Program. From those
tense beginnings the 'space race' that started
with two countries attempting to one-up
each other has today become an entire
ecosystem with more than 75 countries that
boast a space program and 16 of them with
launch capability. In addition, there are now
more than 10,000 companies, worldwide,
that have some sort of product or service
that utilises or serves space exploration. All
this is fed by an indefinable number of
academic programs that continue to
produce some of the brightest scientists and
most creative engineers.

Worldwide, we all reap the benefit of the
continuing space program.

The space sector, including all of the
adjacent impacts in other sectors, was
estimated (by Forbes, in 2021) to be valued

im Adams

at a staggering $4-trillion! This far exceeds
the investment governments make every
year. Clearly that investment, that began in
1957, has paid dividends, globally, to the
benefit mankind.

The numbers are impressive:

10,000+ companies.

5,000 significant investors.

150 research & development hubs.

130 governmental organizations.

20 business sectors (from navigation and
mapping to space medicine).

All of this action creates numerous
opportunities for entrepreneurs, businesses
and researchers. And in the process, jobs
are created, investments are made, new
solutions and tech are found.

Anytime a nation, a company or a group
attempts to do something so audacious, so
bold, that to the casual observer it might
seem impossible, there are problems. Those
problems, once solved, almost always
create solutions for other non-related

NASA space-rocket launch

problems. At NASA we refer to a ‘Spinoff’ as
anything that results from our development
of methods, processes, or technology that
then gets picked up and used for something
other than its original intention, often with
great economic or societal impact. Just
from NASA’s role in space exploration
alone there are over 2000 documented
'Spinoffs'. The count, worldwide, is much
higher, I’m sure.

Here are four NASA 'Spinoffs’ that are
working to make life on earth better.

1. Aeronautics

The first “A” in NASA is Aeronautics
and, from before we were originally
established as the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, our predecessor had
been working to make air travel safer and
more efficient. Two notable improvements
are the bent wing tips you now see on most
airplanes and the chevron exhaust cowlings
that can often be spotted on Boeing jets
with GE engines.

' Winglets’ (bent wingtips)3 to
reduce airframe drag énd
improve" fuel efficiency

oty g

Since the early 1990°s, Boeing began
incorporating winglets on their 747 series
aircraft and, in 1999, an entrepreneur began
offering winglet retrofit kits for the 737’s.
These wing modifications reduce airframe
drag by as much as 20%, which in turn
saves billions of gallons of fuel. All of this
began as a NASA research program as far
back as 1976.
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More recently, in the early 2000’s,
NASA began working with jet engine
manufacturers to make quieter engines.
Today the result of that collaboration can be
seen from the chevrons on the GE engines
on Boeing’s 787. The inclusion of chevrons
on the engine and cowling design helped
reduce overall noise by 10 dB and GE
claimed an increase in engine efficiency of
5%. Not everyone, however, was convinced
and Airbus generally does not include the
modification on their airplanes.

Nevertheless, often small advances in
technology start a snowball effect which
puts technologies on an ever-improving
trajectory. Today, NASA and airframe and
engine manufacturers continue a close
collaboration in order to create more
efficient, quieter and reliable air travel.

2. 'FINDER'
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Searchingfor: éarthquake Victims
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab is a world
class space exploration engineering and
science centre. One of the skills the JPL is
noted for is its expertise in radar design.
FINDER is a collaboration between NASA,
JPL and the US Federal Emergency
Management Agency (aka FEMA). This
suitcase sized device contains a radar
specifically designed for use in disaster
situations. It can detect human respiration
and heartbeat through 10 meters of rubble
in 30 seconds, all on the power equivalent
to a cell phone. FINDER, in years to come,
will be an essential device in any first
responder’s vehicle, and as that happens,
improvements will be made to make the
life-saving device even better.
3. Life support solutions

Baby“formula w;'th micr'c;alae B

In the 1980’s NASA was looking for
biological solutions to aid in astronaut health
during long duration space flight missions,
like to Mars for example. One company
was experimenting for NASA with using
microalgae integrated into closed loop
'‘Controlled Ecological Life Support

Systems'. The company, in the process,
found that the microalgae were a rich
source of the Omega-3 fatty acid DHA and
also the fatty acid ARA. Both play key
roles in infant, and adult, health. This com-
pany found that they could easily isolate the
fatty acids produced by the microalgae and
turn it into a nutritious food additive. Years
later nearly 90% of the baby formula sold
worldwide contains these additives which
all began as a solution to the problems
associated with Mars exploration.

4. Space imaging

Whale shark indentification

If you hold a 10-point font lower case '0'
at arm’s length, the enclosed white space is
about the field of view of the Hubble Space
Telescope’s Ultra Deep Field. It’s only
about 1/13 millionth of the sky and yet we
found roughly 10,000 galaxies in that tiny
patch. Scientists at NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center developed a powerful
mapping algorithm that creates triangles
among all of the stars in a field and then
triangles among the triangles. Ultimately
enabling exact calculations as to the
location of everything that was observed.

In 2002 a marine biologist had a chance
encounter with a whale shark while scuba
diving in the Red Sea and became totally
fascinated with the idea of tracking the
whale sharks without having to tag them.
These denizens of the deep have distinctive
white spots on dark skin that are as unique
as a fingerprint. In a partnership with
scientists from NASA Goddard Space
Flight Center, the team realized that the
Hubble Deep Field matching algorithm
could be modified to identify each unique
animal. Today, anyone who takes a

picture of a whale shark can send it to the
Whale Shark Photo-identification Library
in Australia. The system, as of 2009, had
catalogued 16,000 individuals.

The beauty of today’s space economy,
including research, is that no one has a lock
on the domain. Today, as I’ve mentioned,
there are over 100 countries with space
agencies, including South Africa, and just
as many companies worldwide providing
(or planning to provide) launches. Add to
this the affordability of space access and a
rising interest in space tourism, it seems we
are entering a new space age. An age that
is not the domain of geopolitics but rather
the expansion of humanity way beyond the
boundary of Earth.

Since the 1960’s South Africa has been
a part of our journey into space, beginning
in 1961 with the placement of DSS-51 in
Hartebeesthoek, a 28 meter antenna that
helped us enter the space age with missions
like the Ranger 1 to the Moon, the Mariner
spacecraft to both Venus and Mars, and
ultimately for Apollo. South Africa would
relay the signals from the astronauts on the
Moon. With years of critical skills in space
communication, South Africa’s space
agency, SANSA, has taken the lead in
southern Africa as the gateway to space. In
fact, just last year, SANSA and NASA
signed an agreement to build a new
communications station here, in the Western
Cape, called LEGS. Just one of three to be
built around the world as part of the Lunar
Exploration Grounds System, this will be
a crucial part of humanity’s return to the
Moon. Perhaps as soon as 2025.

SANSA is also a leader in Earth
Observation and Space Weather, both
important sciences for us as we both wrestle
with climate change and begin to move
off-Earth.

A potentially hazardous object is an
asteroid or comet that has an orbit that
carries the risk of causing regional or global
damage. My visit, this month, is the 10"
anniversary of my first trip to South Africa.

I came in 2013 to propose, to the South
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African Astronomical Observatory, a
partnership to place a small telescope that
would be the second placement of the
Asteroid-Terrestrial Last Alert System or
ATLAS.

ATLAS is a key part of a worldwide
challenge to find all the potentially hazardous
near-earth objects. It took 9 years, but the
system is up and running and South African
researchers are collaborating with others
from around the world to keep the Earth a
safer place. As of November 2022, there
were 2300+ objects found and catalogued.
Subsequent observations, some from
ATLAS, have ruled out all but 17 possible
impactors in the next 100 years. And the
more observations we make via ATLAS,
the more we can reduce the uncertainty in
their orbits. It is likely that, due to ATLAS,
the list will continue to reduce. In addition,
new research into transients and other
science phenomena is beginning to be
published based on ATLAS observations.

ATLAS was able to obtain some truly
remarkable videos of the joint NASA-ESA
mission called DART. Which impacted
the moon of an asteroid to see how well
we could predict the change in velocity
through a kinetic impact.

Additionally, Dragonfly Aerospace in

™, !
ATLAS identified asteroid

Stellenbosch made the cameras carried
aboard the DART mission to guide the
impactor into the asteroid’s moon.

Dragonfly is part of a burgeoning
commercial space economy based here in
South Africa, that includes the EOS Sat-1
agri-satellite launched earlier this year.

Finally, all of this growth and potential
growth requires skilled scientists, engineers
and technicians that can produce the
innovations of the future, not just for the
space industry but, more broadly, those
innovations that will benefit mankind here
on Earth. These people are the entrepreneurs
of the future, the 'Spinoff’ champions.

But these skills must be part of a broader
human capital development agenda that
starts with a pipeline of interested learners,
then into university, and extends into the

research and commercial industry in the
post university years. These efforts produce
spinoffs themselves. A university curriculum
that attracts and focusses bright students
will have impacts well beyond the particular
science discipline they teach.

So this trip has been, in part, about
seeking ways to set up a NASA-South
Africa Space Science Exploration Research
Virtual Institute node that can provide a
focus for study and ongoing, impactful
collaborations with scientists worldwide as
these students finish their studies. Not just
for South Africa, but to benefit everyone.

And now, as we stand on the cusp of an
even more staggering potential from global
space initiatives, the time has come to seize
the initiative.

Commercial enterprise and space
tourism, with people like Elon Musk, Mark
Shuttleworth, Jeff Bezos and Richard
Branson leading the way, promises a future
where the private sector will continue to
bring opportunities, innovations and space-
age solutions. And this exciting future will
not necessarily be with the government
controlling the agenda.

Every day and every dollar spent
exploring space brings solutions down to
Earth ... to the benefit of all mankind. [J4

Viviamo per I'Arte, the talented trio
comprising Nerina von Meyer (flute),
Pamela Wijnberg (flute) and Albie van
Schalkwyk (piano), kept their audience
enthralled with their virtuoso performance
of music inspired by legend and fantasy.

Viviamo per I'Arte commenced their
2-part evening's recital with ...

Franz Doppler (1821-1883) -

Andante et Rondo

Doppler was a Romantic Ukrainian-born
composer, well-known for his delightful
compositions for flute. He loved Hungary
and lived much of his life there. The
Hungarian influence is often to be heard in
his works.

J.S. Bach (1685-1750) -

Concerto in D Minor for 2 Violins and
Orchestra (arranged for flutes by Jasmine
Choi) - Largo ma non Tanto / Vivace.

Bach's sublime double concerto
translated wonderfully for the combination.
This quote (by Bach himself) says it all:
"The final aim and reason of all music is
nothing other than the glorification of God
and the refreshment of the spirit."

The interval then followed, and Viviamo
per I'Arte then continued with ...

Ian Clarke -

Maya

A contemporary, London-based,

composer, lan Clarke is beloved of flautists

for his very evocative compositions which
include extended techniques, such as
fingerslides, harmonics and so on, some of
which are to be heard here. Maya (here)
means illusion, and this one-movement
piece certainly conveys elusive illusions.
Maurice Ravel (1875-1937) -
Ma Mere L'Oye / Mother Goose Suite /
/ Pavane de la Belle au Bois Dormant /
Laideronette, Imperatrice des Pagodes / Le
Jardin Feeriques
Ravel originally composed his Mother
Goose Suite for Piano 4 Hands, to encourage
his beloved young nephew and niece to
practise the piano. Much later, he richly
orchestrated it. Viviamo per I'Arte

& Pamela Wijnberg

combined these two versions for their
instrumental presentation.

The Pavane of Sleeping Beauty is a
slumbrous evocation of the enchanted
castle where Sleeping Beauty, the King and
Queen and all her retinue down to the dogs
and cooks, all sleep for a hundred years.

Georges Bizet(1838-1875) -

Carmen Variations (The Best Bits)

Bizet's popular opera was arranged by
Borne into a fiendishly difficult Theme
and Variations for Flute and Piano. This
arrangement was then re-arranged by
McLearnon for two flutes and piano, and
aptly entitled The Best Bits.

Standing applause ensued. [DL
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as he was 40 and she was 29. They had two
sons, 'Doc’s' father Robert Alfred Caldwell
and Peter Malan Caldwell.

The second-youngest of the six Malan
siblings, Victor Emanuel, married and had
only one child, Zita, a favourite cousin of
'Doc’s' father, albeit 10 years his junior. The
youngest of the Malan siblings became a
High Court judge and may have had some
influence on the relative clemency shown to
Bosman during his prison sentence.

'Doc’s' father was six years younger than
Herman Charles (HCB) and therefore, Zita
Malan was 16 years younger than Bosman
himself. Zita Malan married a man called
Grové and they had a daughter, Heidi.

From early childhood, 'Doc' and his
sister remembered a long fur coat that was
always in mothballs and well looked after.
Every now and then (for a gala event) their
mother would wear the coat. We also knew
it as inherited from her mother-in-law; our
paternal grandmother whose maiden name
was Malan, but that was all we knew about
the fur coat.

In 1962, 'Doc' did a post-matric at a
school in Grahamstown and his English
teacher was newly arrived from England
and Cambridge University. Roger Freebairn
was the quintessential English public
schools and Oxbridge product — a champion
at Rugby fives — and an excellent teacher.

The first thing he told them was that
South Africa had one of the best short story
writers in the world in Herman Charles
Bosman. “Mafeking Road” has been
'Doc's' companion ever since and he is the
proud owner of a battered First Edition with
the name Raymond Suttner written in the
flyleaf.

From his time as a medical student, Doc
recalled visits to the Cederberg, sitting on
top of Algeria around a campfire with plenty
of Tassenberg and Oom Schalk Louwrens
stories. Seven or eight years later 'Doc'
recounted taking his then heavily pregnant
wife to a Bosman evening on a farm called
Cope s Folly outside ‘Maritzburg. Here he
and a group of backvelders tested her
courage using the 'Marico Scandal' as the
basic storyline and dressing her up rather
differently on her separate appearances.

'Doc' tried to discuss Bosman with his
parents, who admitted knowing him, but
nothing more (although his sister thought
they did mention further details).

Herman Charles Bosman .

'Doc’s' father died at the young age of 57
before 'Doc' could find out anything more
about Bosman. Fortunately, he learned a
great deal from his mother. The fur coat
was a gift to his grandmother from her
older sister in gratitude for her looking after
her son when she he came out of prison.
That son was, of course, Herman Charles
Bosman. This established that Bosman and
'Doc’s' father were first cousins.

The family first came to South Africa
as a result of the revocation of the 'edict of
Nantes' in 1685. The resulting persecution
of non-Catholics induced many French
Huguenots to leave France and large
numbers of them came to the Cape. His
family ‘Stamvader’ (the first member of a
particular family to arrive in South Africa)
was Jacques Malan from Saint-Martin-de-
la-Brasque, who sailed on the Berg China
in 1688. There were apparently five or six
other Malans on the boat, but he was the
only survivor. Ultimately, he became a
landowner and wine grower and eventually
acquired La Motte and Morgenster estates
(by marriage).

Five generations and 150 years later,
Peter Stephanus Malan was born. He was
to marry Elizabeth du Plessis and the family
was based first in Piquetberg and then in
Potchefstroom. They had six children.

The eldest daughter, Elisa, married a
mine labourer named Jacobus Bosman and
from this union sprang two sons, Herman
Charles Bosman (born 1905) and Pierre
Malan Bosman.

The Caldwell side of the family came
to South Africa with 'Doc’s' grandfather,
Robert, who emigrated from Ireland as a
schoolteacher in 1900. He married Nellie
Margaretha Malan (the next sister), also a
teacher, There was a considerable age gap

HC Bosman to R-l Caldwell:

Timeline:

1685: Revocation of the ‘Edict of
Nantes’

1688: Jacques Malan (1665-
1742) sails on the ‘Berg China’

1850-1935: Pieter Stephanus
Malan

1855-1933: Elizabeth du Plessis
(née Malan)

1870-1938: Robert Caldwell

1875-1941: Elizabeth Bosman /
Russell (née Malan)

1877-1938: Charles Stephen
Malan

1881-1948: Nellie Margaretha
Caldwell (née Malan)

1881-?: Hester Paterson (née
\ETET))

1885-?: Victor Emanuel Malan

1889-?: Alfred Christiaan Malan

1905-1951: Herman Charles
Bosman

1906-7?: Pierre Malan Bosman

1911-1968: Robert Alfred Caldwell

1915-1969: Peter Malan Caldwell

1921-1982: Zita Grové (née
\ETET))

1926: Murder! (‘the Bellevue
tragedy’)

1932-2007: Patrick Beattie
Mynhardt

1936-2022: Roger Freebairn

1941-2000: Stephen Gray

1944: Robert-lan Caldwell

1947: Patricia Nell Lees (née
Caldwell)

1947: Peter Frederick Caldwell

1955: Heidi Beyers (née Grové)

1962: Robert-lan Caldwell first
introduction to Bosman

1978: Robert Andrew Caldwell

2020: Jamie Leigh Caldwell
(11t generation)
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A series of family photographs presented
in the talk were photographed by Heidi,
who is the custodian of the Malan family
Bible in which these family relationships
are recorded.

Robert Alfred Caldwell often talked
about the Miners’ Strike of 1922 and how it
divided families. It was truly a Civil War in
the Transvaal. Despite the closeness of the
familial relationship, Herman Charles and
'Doc’s' father were never playmates since
there was a considerable age difference.
Once Bosman had been sentenced for the
murder of his stepbrother, further association
with him was taboo. HCB further
antagonised the family during his time in
England when he faked his own death to
claim a funeral policy. This came to light
when his startled mother visited the UK
and found HCB alive and well sitting at his
Corona typewriter in a Fleet Street office!

Zita Grové née Malan (1921-1982) was
a journalist and then a schoolteacher and
she was a mutual cousin of Bosman and
'Doc’s' father. Zita came to know Bosman
well because he lived in a cottage on her
parents’ farm for some time (once he came
out of prison following his reprieve and
subsequent amnesty). As a young adult she
wrote fondly about him, mentioning that his
mother supported him financially (albeit in
a clandestine fashion). One method being
to buy expensive clothing and re-sell it for
cash. In this way an expensive fur coat
vanished, presumably explained away as
being stolen by burglars. In reality, this
was the fur coat given to 'Doc’s' granmother.

'Doc' inherited the fur coat when his
mother died. Later, he tried to make it a
museum piece during a visit to Groot

(and dressed-up as
'Alice Verloren') at
a fancy-dress party!

Marico. Sadly the place seemed rather a
one-horse town with a poor apology for

a Bosman Museum. Consequently the

fur coat landed back in his wardrobe and
was only worn again during a fancy-dress
party when 'Doc' went to a Mad Hatter-in-
Wonderland fancy dress party, dressed as
'Alice Verloren'. Thereafter, the moths got
into it or perhaps the coat was a victim of
Bosman’s White Ants, which provided a
vanishing finale.

The famous 1926 murder, resulted in
Bosman being sentenced to death, although
the sentence was subsequently commuted
to 10 years imprisonment with hard labour.
Interestingly, in an odd Owl connection,
the murder took place at 19 Isipingo St, the
same road in which Alan McLeod Cormack
(of CT scanner fame) grew up (as narrated
by Owl Kit Vaughan in his book).

Bosman’s infamy was perhaps largely
responsible for his legacy having been
over-looked for many years.

Patrick Beattie Mynhardt (1932-2007)
was an actor who was largely responsible
for rescuing Herman Charles Bosman
from obscurity. He was a brave man to do
a one-man Bosman show and he devoted
the rest of his life to portrayals of Bosman
and 'Oom Schalk Lourens' that turned
Bosman’s reputation around and made him
one of the most noted South African writers
in the 20" century. Together with Percy
Sieff, Patrick Mynhardt took Oom Schalk
on an ox wagon tour in the Natal Midlands.

Ultimately, Patrick died in harness, still
doing the show. He was a friend of Zita

and had lectured Heidi. Subsequently,
'Doc' himself whisked Oom Schalk to the
Boekbedonnered XIV literary festival in
Richmond, Northern Cape in 2021 following
in the steps of Patrick Mynhardt who’d
been a drawcard since the first Booktown
Richmond Festival weekend 15 years earlier.
It was a great privilege to be furthering the
Oom Schalk precedent and paying tribute
to the author.

While doing a locum in Southampton in
2002, 'Doc' met Dr Deborah Bosman who
had a plummy BBC accent. Her husband,
like Bosman, had been born in Kuil’s River.
When asked if she had heard of Herman
Charles, she replied rather guardedly “Ah,
didn’t he have skeletons in his cupboard?”

One of the great Bosman champions
was Stephen Gray (1941-2020) who was an
academic, author and literary critic. At one
time he was a lecturer at RAU. Heidi was
one of his students. He gave lectures on
Herman Charles Bosman and mounted
Cold Stone Jug as a play in which Bosman
is portrayed as a real ‘skabenga’! Itis a
very moving play and he paid frequent
visits to 'Doc’s' grandmother’s sister. One
production of the play featured an all-black
cast ... emphasising the writer’s universal
appeal, and the show was very well received.
Gray thought very highly of Zita and wrote
a definitive biography of HCB in 2005 and
also published a book of selected short
stories in 1980.

'Doc’ reflected that Bosman was equally
at home in English and Afrikaans and did
not have an Afrikaans accent. He emphasised
that Oom Schalk was far from a buffoon,
but rather a vehicle for the satire that
Bosman loved. Bosman wrote intentionally
as an Afrikaner would (for which he is
often, incorrectly, criticised).

'Doc' Caldwell's story include family
photographs (including one of Jamie Leigh
Caldwell who is the 11" generation descendent
of the original Jacques Malan). [R-IC
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New & aspirant Owls

The Committee has received a proposal
of membership, accompanied by an very
informative CV, for Julian Wannell (Music,
proposed by Owl Ron Duff and seconded
by Owl Peter Sutherland) whom the
Committee believes will make a worthy
Owl and has thus decided to Notice him.
Any Owl wishing to give any information
that she or he may feel relevant to his
candidacy is invited to contact the President
or the Secretary, on or before Thursday 237
November 2023.

The Club welcomes Owl Robert
Skelton (Science) who will be inducted in
November and Owl Teresa Raposo (Art)
whom the Club hopes will also be inducted
in November. May they have many happy
years among us (and may they play their
part in our assemblies, among us).
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MEMBErS news)

The Owl Club email address:

A very final reminder

For various reasons The Owl Club has
ceased to use the @owls.capetown domain.

In particular this means that the accounts

< secretary@owls.capetown > and/or

< treasurer@owls.capetown > have
been closed. Please no longer use these
two aforementioned email addresses and
please change the email addresses in
your address book to read only:

< secretary@owls.org.za > and

< treasurer@owls.org.za >.

Please send all future communication
to ONLY these addresses.

.00o0.

The 2024 Committee

In March we will hold our AGM and
elect a new Committee and, whilst we
expect many of the current members to
offer themselves for re-election, the
Constitution requires at least one new

notec

oted by OwliPeter yslop
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member who has not been a member of the
Committee before. Please consider whom
you might wish to see join the Committee
(or whether you might wish to do so). If
you need information about what this might
entail, please feel free to contact the
Secretary or the President.
.00o0.

Attendance at dinners

Whilst a core of some 35 Owls are
regulars at meetings, there are many whom
we see too infrequently. In some cases, this
will be because these Owls live far from
the Southern Suburbs (a good number now
living outside South Africa). In other cases
it may be because they no longer drive at
night but would come if a lift were offered.

If you fall into this category, please let
the Secretary Bird know and he will see
what alternative transport arrangements
might be arranged.

.00o0.

he October meeting
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A large tree on the
top end of Rhodes
Drive was damaged
during the recent
storms and had to be
felled, leaving
behind a very ugly
tree stump.

A local resident

then commissioned
Zimbabwean sculptor,
Right Mukore, who
has produced this
magnificent, giant
Owl sculpture (indeed
a comforting sight to
late night travellers).

Nerina von Meyer
& Pamela Wijnberg

TSR ~

\ e
- - | Owl Christopher Gregorowski
) '\.\ Julian Wannell (mesmerised by the music)

Remember the date
Thursday 23 November 2023

2" Colloquium

'"What is AI and how will it change our world?' ) s g
10:00 AM - Kelvin Grove Club The giant Rhodes Drive Owl
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