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The 130th Annual General Meeting  

and  

1369th Meeting of The Owl Club Tuesday 18 March 2025 

 in the Grill Room at Kelvin Grove at 8pm, or as soon thereafter as possible 

Agenda 

A register of those present and of those from whom apologies will have been received will be taken. 

1. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE AGM HELD IN  MARCH 2024 

 

(a) The President will invite a proposals for the adoption of the minutes, originally distributed to 

Owls with the April 2024 Notice, and now attached. 

(b) The President will invite Owls to raise such matters arising from the minutes as they wish. 

  

2. CONSIDERATION OF THE AUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 

 

(a) The Fiscal Shrike will present the audited financial statements, as approved by the Committee. 

for the year ended 31 December 2024, and his report. 

(b) The Chair will invite a proposal for the adoption of the audited annual financial statements  

(c) The Chair will invite a proposal for the adoption of the Fiscal Shrike’s (Treasurer’s) report. 

 

3. ELECTION OF AN HONORARY AUDITOR FOR THE YEAR 2023 

 

The Fiscal Shrike will propose the re-appointment of Mr Verwey Wiese of PwC as Honorary 

Auditor for 2025. 

 

4. CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FOR THE YEAR 

 

(a) The Secretary Bird will present his report on the activities of the Club for the year which 

includes a listing of Owls as on 1 January 2025,   

(b) The President will invite debate on and a proposal for the adoption of the report for 2024/2025 

 

5. ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

 

The President will make an announcement.  
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6. ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 2025/2026 

 

The President will move the election of the Committee for 2025/2026 as follows, no further 

nominations having been received. The Constitution requires that at least one  of those elected 

shall not have served on the committee during the previous year; there are two, and their names 

are indicated by a #.  

 

Owls Ashmead and Murray not being eligible do not seek re-election. 

 

A President Owl Mike James 

B Senior Vice-President Owl David Little 

C Junior Vice-President Owl Nigel Gwynne-Evans 

D Treasurer (aka Fiscal Shrike) Owl Richard Morris 

E  Secretary (aka Secretary Bird) Owl Hugh Amoore 

F Immediate past President (ex officio)  Owl Ron Duff 

F Seven additional members. (The 

constitution requires at least 5 and not 

more than 7 additional members) 

Owls Martin Hess, Peter Hyslop, Keith 

MacHutchon#, Kate McCallum#, Kevin Rorke, 

Anthea Serritslev, and Peter Sutherland 

# new committee members 

 

In so submitting the outgoing Committee reports that  it has resolved to recommend to the 

incoming committee that the new Committee  co-opt (A) Owl Julian Wannell with a view to him 

understudying Owl Little in Owl Little’s role as Chorister Robin, and (B) Owl Paul Murray to 

continue his work as the Club’s Archivist. 

 

7. DEMISSION OF THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT AND INVESTITURE OF THE PRESIDENT-

ELECT 

 

(a) The President will invite the President-elect to come forward for the investiture. 

(b) The President will present the President-Elect with the Presidential lapel pin and  declare him 

President. 

(c) The new President will  assume the chair; and will present Owl Ron Duff with a lapel owl as a 

token of the Club’s esteem and gratitude and marking his term as President in 2024/2025 

 

8. In the event of there being no further competent business the President will close the AGM. 

The 1369h Meeting of the Club will continue with a talk by Professor Graham Fieggen. 

 
Hugh Amoore 

Secretary Bird 

11 March 2025 

 

Enclosures                     

Audited Financial Statements for the year to 31 December 2024 together with the  Fiscal Shrike’s report . 
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Annexures 

1. Minutes of the AGM held on 19 March 2024.  P 4 - 6 

2. Secretary’s Report for 2024/2025                        P 7 -14 

3. Club Membership on 1 January 2025.                Separate document 

4. Fiscal Shrike’s report for the year                       Separate document 
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Minutes of  

The 129th Annual General Meeting of the Owl Club 

held on Tuesday 19 March 2024  

in the Grill Room at Kelvin Grove at 8.30 pm.  
 

Present:  

Owls Ashmead (in the chair), Amoore, Avery,  Beckurts, Bruton, Davies, De Wet,  Duff, , Everingham, 

Franks, Freeth,  Girdwood, Green, Gregorowski, Gwynne-Evans, Harley, Hess, Hund, Hyslop, James, 

Jechoutek,  King,  Le Jeune (D), Le Jeune (S), Leisegang, Lindhorst, Little, Martin, McCallum (K), 

Morris (R), Muller, Murray (AS), Murray (P),  Nowitz, Osburn, Rall, Raposo, Reed, Roos, Rorke, Ryan, 

Serritslev, Skelton, Tyrrell,  Ussher, Van der Linde, Van Niekerk, and Wannells.  

Apologies:  

Owls Babb, Blyth, Caldwell, Coetzee (WF), De Kock, Frew, Kinahan, Leary, Lever, Nick, Starke,  Steyn, 

Sutherland (P), Tarr, Underwood, and Veitch.    

Due notice having been given to all Owls and a quorum of Owls in good standing being present, the 

President declared the annual general meeting duly constituted. 

9. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE AGM HELD ON 21 MARCH 2023 

 

The minutes of the AGM held on 19 March 2023  had been circulated in advance and were tabled at 

the meeting.  

The President called for a proposal for their adoption as an accurate record of the AGM held on 21 

March 2023.  

Owl McCallum seconded by Owl Harley, moved the adoption which the AGM agreed to, nem con., after 

which the President signed the minutes as a true record of the proceedings at the 2023 AGM, .  

There were  no matters arising from the minutes.  

  

10. CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 

 

The Secretary presented his report on the activities of the Club for 2023/2024 which had been 

circulated to all Owls with the agenda papers, and which was tabled together with the list of members 

at 1 January 2024.  

 

 



 

 

5 
 

He drew attention  to four matters dealt with in more detail in the report. 

 

The first was membership. At January 2024, the Club had 189 members, and 24 of these had been 

elected in the past two years. Nevertheless, this represented 45 fewer than had been the case a decade 

before. The membership, collectively and individually, had a responsibility to recruit new members, not 

merely new members but people who would contribute to the fellowship and activities of the Club. 

 

The second was the range of talks, WPBs and musical entertainment catalogued in the report that Owls 

had enjoyed over the past year, and the fact that this was in no small measure due to the work of the 

Familiar Chat, Owl James, responsible for choosing and cajoling speakers to give talks and Owls to fill 

WPBs, and of the Chorister Robin, Owl Little, who had ensured a varied programme of excellent music. 

 

The third was about colloquia. The 2023 AGM had agreed to add colloquia to the regular activities of 

the Club and two successful colloquia had been the result. He looked forward to the continuation of 

this owlish endeavour. 

 

The work of the Familiar Chat and of the Chorister Robin led to his final point. The Constitution – 

though exceptionally allowing individuals once elected to hold onto the quill (the Secretary Bird) or the 

chest (the Fiscal Shrike) without limit, almost to the extent of aut vitam aut culpam, -  placed a limit on 

the number of years other members of the Committee might serve. This was four years as an ordinary 

member, and that was it, unless the Owl was then elected to the one-year-term positions of junior VP, 

senior VP, or President, or subsequently co-opted. Owl Bruton would retire at this AGM in terms of 

these provisions, having made singular contributions as Familiar Chat for several years, and as junior 

VP, senior VP, President, and Immediate Past President. His energy and commitment to the Club 

seemed to know no bounds and he had been an important innovator, augmenting several talks with 

displays, usually of museum standard, and introducing the new Club activity of the colloquium. He had 

played his part in our assemblies among us, and would, the Secretary Bird was confident, continue to 

do so.  

 

The President put the report for consideration by the AGM.  

 

Owl Osburn proposed the adoption of the report.  Owl Jechoutek seconded the proposal, and the 

AGM approved this  nem con. 

 

Owl Osburn, arising out of the Secretary’s comments about Owl Bruton, moved that the AGM place 

on record its appreciation for the work done by Owl Bruton in his time on the Committee. This was 

put as an unopposed motion and adopted nem con. 

 

11. CONSIDERATION OF THE AUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023 

 

The Fiscal Shrike presented the audited financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2023 

together with his report, both of which had been circulated to all Owls with the agenda papers, and 

which were tabled. These showed that the financial position of the Club was sound. 

 

There was no debate, after which, on a motion proposed by Owl Osburn and seconded by Owl 

Jechoutek, the AGM adopted the Financial Statements and the report of the Fiscal Shrike. 

 

 



 

 

6 
 

12. ELECTION OF AN HONORARY AUDITOR FOR THE YEAR 2023 

 

The Fiscal Shrike proposed, and the AGM resolved  

 

(a)  to appoint  Mr Verwey Wiese of PwC as Honorary Auditor for 2024; and that 

(b)  the Secretary should convey the thanks of the Club to PwC and Verwey Wiese for undertaking the 

audit, and for doing so for no consideration. 

 

 

13. ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 2024/2025 

 

The President moved the election of the committee for 2024/2025 as set out below, no further 

nominations having been received, and noted that as required by the Constitution at least two of those 

proposed for election had not served on the committee during the previous year (indicated by # in the 

list below).  

 

A President Owl Ron Duff 

B Senior Vice-President Owl Mike James 

C Junior Vice-President Owl David Little 

D Secretary (aka Secretary Bird) Owl Hugh Amoore 

E Treasurer (aka Fiscal Shrike) Owl Richard Morris  

F Immediate Past President (ex officio)  Owl Geoffrey Ashmead 

G Up to Seven additional members Owls  
Nigel Gwynne-Evans 
#Martin Hess 
Peter Hyslop 
Paul Murray.  
#Kevin Rorke 
#Anthea Serritslev 
Peter Sutherland 
# Denotes a member who was not a Committee 
member in 2023/2024 

                                 

.The President’s proposal was moved by Owl Hund, seconded by Owl Davies, and adopted nem con. 

 

14. DEMISSION OF THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT AND INVESTITURE OF THE 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

 

The Owl President Ashmead spoke of the pleasure and privilege of having been President for the past 
year. He presented the Presidential lapel pin to President-Elect Duff and declared him to be President 
of the Owl Club. 

        
President Duff having assumed the chair presented Owl Ashmead with his lapel owl as a token of the 
Club’s esteem and gratitude marking his term as President in 2023/2024. He paid tribute to Owl 
Ashmead who had led the Club and thereby played his part in our assemblies among us, and in referring to 
the first promise (as a young member of the Boy Scout movement)  paraphrasing that undertook to do 
his best for the Club.    

 
There being no further competent business the President closed the AGM at 8.55 pm. 
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Confirmed and signed at the meeting held on …………………………………………….. 2025 

 

..……………………………………………………………………………………………….President

 

Hugh Amoore 

Secretary Bird 

20 March 2024 
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The Owl Club   

Report of the Secretary to the AGM,  18 March 2025 

The Owl Club in 2024/2025 
 

The Owl Club has enjoyed another successful year. 

Membership 

Membership at 1 January stood at 195, a net increase of 6 on the roll a year before. Three Owls have flown to higher 

perches, and some have not renewed their membership. Fourteen fledgling Owls have been elected (and another three 

since 1 January, which increases the number to 198). There has been a small and welcome increase in attendance at 

dinners and meetings. Of the total roll 130 had reached the Psalmist’s three score years and ten (last year it was 133 out 

of a smaller number!).  

 Number of new Owls 
elected in prior year 

Number 
of Owls 

Jan 2014 9 234 

Jan 2020 6 210 

Jan 2021 7 203 

Jan 2022 7 202 

Jan 2023 14 201 

Jan 2024 10 189 

Jan 2025 14 195 

 

The list of members at 1 January 2025, with each Owl’s year of election, is set out in the attached list. 

Dinner Meetings and Kelvin 

Dinner meetings remain the core of Owldom: a good dinner, dinner-time conversation, and the meeting proper with an 

invited talk, a musical programme, and the filling of the WPB. As is customary, eleven meetings were held as scheduled, 

and we have - prior to this evening - notched up 1368 meetings.  

➢ Talks and WPBs 

For the last year  before taking the presidential chair Owl James as Familiar Chat has ensured a varied and entertaining 

programme of talks and WPBs. Appendices A and B give list the talks and WPBs of 2024/2025 and include the details 

for the years March 2029 to date. A scrutiny of the current years talks and WPBs will show that the impressive range 

which we have bene privileged to have, from invited speakers and from Owls filling the WPB. 

 

➢ Music 

The standard of musical entertainment has been higher than in recent memory, and the highlight of 2024 for most of us 

was the Martens/Van de Merwe performance of the Rachmaninov sonata for cello and piano. For this we have the 

Chorister Robin, Owl David Little, who has used his contacts in, and knowledge of, the performing world of Cape Town 

(and his own talent as a performer) to ensure a varied and excellent musical programme – from the Rachmaninov sonata 

to the Hout bay Music project and much between!  Details are set put in appendix C. 
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This year has seen good use of the Club’s new piano: a small plaque now affixed to the piano reminds us that the purchase 

was made possible by the bequest to the Club of the late Owl Geoffrey Wittenberg. 

 

➢ Dinners 

Owls have generally been well provided for by the three-course dinners served up by Kelvin – if there has been a 

consistent complaint it has been that there has been more than ample food, with pudding portions often more suitable 

for hungry schoolboys than [often aging] Owls!  The Club has kept the dinner fee at the same level for three years, as 

Kelvin has not increased its meal price during this time and  the Committee expects a Kelvin price increase and will have 

to review the fee payable by Owls.  

 

Colloquia 

 

In  2023 the Club AGM gave a mandate to the Committee to arrange periodic Colloquia, as offical Owl Club functions. 
Two were held in 2023 and a further two in 2024 – on topics as topical and important as the Chnaging roile of the arts in 
society to the environmnet and climate change -  seem to have secured the place of colloquia in the offerings that the Club 
provides for Owls. These have provied popular for senior Owls who are increasinlgy reluctant to travel at night. 
 
Owl Bruton has continued to be the driving force behind these colloquuia, and a committee member (Owl Serritslev) has 
ensured the necessary communication and co-oordination.. 
 
The Monthly Notice 
 

Owl Peter Hyslop took over the editorship of the Notice at the start of this year, having understudied Owl Duff for some 

months before that. He has remodelled the Notice and given it a welcome fresh look. Among several innovations has been 

the extensive use of drawings – his own, and those of Owls Sheila Camerer and Michael Beckurts adding to the much- 

loved Grogan cartoons that the Club continues to be privileged to see in the Notice. He has as we predicted, brought his 

own style to the Notice and this has bene greatly appreciated. The Notice is both important as a record of our meetings 

and a link to Owls unable for whatever reason to take their perches in the monthly meetings of the Parliament.  

Club Finances 

The Fiscal Shrike’s report  if anything under-state’s the health of the Club’s finances. The portion of income distributed 

by the Committee – a small proportion of real earnings on the endowment – and the net income form the Club sweep is 

used to provide the dinner subsidy and cover the dinner costs of the Club’s guests, wine at dinner, honoraria paid to 

visiting musicians, and Kelvin service charges.  

 

The Moulting Fund 

 

I again remind Owls of the Moulting Fund. Contributions to this Fund have continued and made it possible for the 

Fiscal Shrike to subvent membership and/or dinner fees for a small number of Owls otherwise unable to afford to 

continue enjoying the Club’s fellowship. Owls are invited to approach the Fiscal Shrike or the Secretary Bird, should 

they know of an Owl who might need to be supported from the Moulting Fund, and may be assured that such 

matters will be handled with the necessary discretion. 

Club possessions and Club records 

The Club possessions are listed in our asset register; all assets have been found and confirmed as in good order.  

Special Toasts 

 

Each year, at the appropriate meeting 

(a) The Immediate Past President pays tribute to Owls who have flown to higher perches, proposing the toast to 

departed Owls. In 2024 this was the privilege of Owl Mike Bruton.. 
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(b) An Owl, invited to do this by the Committee, reminds us of the debt we owe to our founders and benefactors, 

proposing the toast to Our Founders, Alfred Holtzer, Arnold Matthews, and the Club’s  benefactors. In 2024 Owl Neil 

Veitch, an Owl for more than 50myears,  proposed this toast.  

(c) An Owl attending the Christmas meeting proposes the toast to absent Owls, unable for one reason or another to 

join the celebrations that by custom characterise the December meeting. In 2024 Owl Geoff  Everingham  

proposed  this toast.  

 

Archives 

Owl Paul Murray has made significant progress in sorting and classifying recent Club records which the Committee hopes 

will soon find their way to UCT Libraries’ Special Collections to join those of the Club’s records and artefacts preserved 

there ((earlier records are housed in the National Archives, under and arrangements made by the then Owl CG Botha 

when he was the Archivist of the Union of South Africa.)  

The Committee 

The Committee has as required, met monthly, other than in December. Committee meetings have been chaired by the 

President and a record of attendance is to be found at Appendix D. The annual Committee diner, provided for tine the 

Constitution, was held after the January Committee meeting. 

As Owls know, the Club chooses a President, a Senior Vice-President, a Junior Vice-President, a Fiscal Shrike, and a 

Secretary Bird, who, with the Immediate Past President, constitute the office bearers, and they in turn, with up to seven 

others elected by the AGM and such as may be co-opted, constitute the Committee. The Committee in turn assigns duties 

to its members, so that: 

• One, dubbed the Sociable Weaver, takes responsibility for editing the Notice. 

• Another, styled the Familiar Chat, invites people to give talks and cajoles Owls to fill the WPB. 

• A third, the Chorister Robin, arranges the music at our meetings.   

• A Fourth is the Club’s Webmaster. and 

• Lest we run dry, an Owl has the onerous responsibility of being the Club’s Cellar Master! 

 

.Hugh Amoore 
Secretary Bird 

29 February 2024 
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Appendix A: Talks in 2019- Feb 2024 

Month Talks 2019/2020 Talks 
2020/2021 

Talks 
2021/2022 

Talks 
2022/2023 

Talks 2023/2024 

March Isabelle Dor, Joan 

of Arc and the 

Anglo Boer War 

No meeting- 
SARS-CoV-2 

AGM AGM AGM 

April Nicholas 

Ellenbogen, 

learning from 

Africa: the journey 

of a theatre maker 

(Interviewed by Owl 

Bruton) 

No meeting- 
SARS- CoV-2 

Leslie Ansley : 
“The innovation and 
science of making gin 
from elephant dung” 

George Branch 
Debts we owe to the 
Sea 

Vince van der Bijl 
‘Masi Sports 

May Bill Nasson, 

Illuminating South 

African Lives 

Luc Fabry, “ 
Flanders: more 
than beer & 
chocolate 

Wouter de Witt 
‘How Quickly will 
the Economy 
Recover after 
COVID? 

Assoc Prof Ross 
Hofmeyr ‘My 
Antarctic expedition’ 

Patrick Woudt  The 
impact of the James 
Webb Space Telescope 

June Graham Avery, No 

grey beard, six gun 

or whip, how times 

flies when you’re 

having fun. 50 years 

in a museum 

Hooley 
McLaughlin 
(Canada)  
‘Reflections from a 
frozen pond: how a 
visual artist 
functions with no 
mind’s eye’ 

Guy Preston 
‘Biosecurity’ 

Dr Kevin Winter 
‘Is Cape Town’s 
water crisis over? 

Norman Larsen, 
The History of the 
SAAF Museum 
Ysterplaat 

July David Hilton 

Barber, Reflections 

of a South African 

publisher 

Monica Newton 
(Makhanda)  
‘Creating a virtual 
National Arts 
Festival’ 

Dr Steven Sack 
Weaving a 
narrative: The 
story of the 
Basotho Blanket 
(Online 

John Maytham Of 
naked women and the 
need for hope 

Brendan and 
Danelle Murray of 
Owl Rescue on 
Giving a hoot about 
owls and wildlife 

August Brian Ingpen, 

History of Table 

Bay Docks and the 

Union Castle liners 

Pieter-Dirk Uys 
(Darling)  
Interviewed by Owl 
Nicholas 
Ellenbogen 

Chris Taylor Battle 
of Muizenberg’ 

Leonard Suransky 
Putin’s wager and its 
effect on Western 
democracy 

Mark Solms, The 
brain and consciousness 

Sept Bernard Gueller, 

The Importance of 

Music 

Andrew Cooke 
(Madagascar) 
‘Why Madagascar? 

Paul Hoffman “ 
Countering corruption 
to save South Africa’s 
constitutional 
democracy” 

John Roos 
When Rolls met 
Royce 

Johan Steyn, My life 
in sculpture 

October Owl Maciej 

Soltynski, David 

Gill, our First 

President 

Dr Sizwe 
Mabizela, 
(Makhanda)  
‘Rhodes University: 
Coping with the 
COVID-19 
pandemic’ 

Brian Schreuder “ 
The trials and 
tribulations of South 
African Education 
and its stellar 
failures/futures” 

Martha Schwartz 
Solar geoengineering 

Jim Adams, Spinoffs; 
How space exploration 
makes life better on 
Earth 

Nov David Miller 

(interviewed by Owl 

Bruton) The best 

plans are laid in 

water 

 John Compton 
Welcome to the 
Anthropocene 
Human Impacts on 
the West Coast’ 

Dr Mushtaq 
Mahmood  
‘Hunting for stone age 
tools on Saudi 
Arabia for 20 years’ 
(with display 

John Compton Life 
After People: 
Examples from the 
Ghost Towns of coastal 
Namibia 

Dec No Talk Richard Cock, 
“Conduct 
unbecoming’ 

No talk No talk No talk 
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Feb Rodney Trudgeon, 
Concert notes: A 
selection of my favourite 
orchestral masterpieces 

Mike Kock: 
Escapades of a 
wildlife veterinarian 

Tony Leon 
Future tense: 
reflections on our 
promised land 

Helen Zille The 
danger of woke 

Glynis Humphrey, 
Fire 

 

Appendix A1: Talks in 2024/2025 

Date Guest speakers and titles of talks 

March 2024 AGM 

April  Peter Anderson, Why poetry 

May  Frans Rautenbach Showing not Telling 

June  Ian Glenn Wildlife Documentaries 

July  Iekram Hoosen Alli, Mechanics of the Human Mind  

August  Bill Nasson True confessions of an aging historian 

Sept  Syd Cullis Shackleton’s Cape Town connections 

October  Justin Fox Ah! But your land is beautiful 

Nov  Finuala Dowling The trials and joys of being an author 

Dec  Christmas Meeting 

January  No meeting 

Feb Julian Ancer Bullsh*t 

 

Appendix B: WPBs March 2021 to Feb 2025 

Month WPBs in 
2021/2022 

WPBs in 
2022/2023 

WPBs in 
2023/2024 

WPBs in 2024/2025 

March 
(AGM) 
2021 

Owl Mike James  
‘Macbeth and Richard 
III – Political Pawns 
in Shakespeare's 
Dramas’ 

Glenn Babb 
Humour and cruelty with 
special reference to Lewis 
Carrol, Peter Sellers, and 
Herman Charles Bosman 

Seven mini-WPBs 
based upon ‘What 
Owls Collect’ by Owls 
Hugh Amoore, Mike 
Bruton, Tony 
Grogan, Al Lastovica, 
Roger Stewart, Angel 
Tordesillas, and John 
Webb 

David Muller 

April None (postponed 
as the meeting ran 
over time 

Sheila Camerer Being 
an ambassador ibn 
Bulgaria – Facing the 
Russian Bear 

Owl Kate McCallum 
‘The search for Thomas 
Bain’s sketchbook of rock 
paintings’ 

Tony Murray  
The nightclub singer and the spy 

May Owl Mike Bruton 
‘Curator and 
Crusader: The Life of 
a Pioneering Museum 
Director’  

Owl Tony Hooper 
‘Win in Washington’ 

Owl Richard Morris 
‘The Spirit Of The 
Mountain : Jan Christian 
Smuts' 

Keith MacCutcheon Antarctica: 
the Frozen Continent 

 

June Owl Peter Hyslop  
‘The Bishops Epic’ 

Owl Geoff 
Everingham 
‘Cabbages and kings’ 

Paul Murray 
Colenso and the Owls 

Ian Sutherland Solace and 
Celebration in a World at War The 
Owls' Jubilee Banquet of 1944 

 

July Owl John van der 
Linde  
‘A Twist on Oliver 
Twiss’ 

Owl Nigel Gwynne 
Evans  
The Annual Hermanus 
Camp 

Joe Tyrrell Make love, 
not war!  
A social History of the 
nitrates 

Anthea Serritslev 
Philippi: A pocket of Cape Town in 
perpetual change 

August Owl John Freeth  
‘Across the Top of the 
World’ 

Owl Frank Raimondo 
‘Challenges of managing a 
private coastal reserve’ 

Owl Mike Bruton 
'What was the impact of 
Charles Darwin’s visit to 
the Cape of Good Hope 
in 1836?’ 

Sean King 
And then came the electric guitar 

September Owl Nick 
Ellenbogen in 

 Owl Dirk Durnez Owl Jimmy Baigrie James Hanley 
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conversation: 
Memories of the Duke 

‘Art as an agent of change’ 
(with display) 

"… and worthily uphold 
the honour of Owldom": 
Hooting in the dark for 
two score years and ten' 

The electric vehicle revolution – an 
ownership experience in South Africa 

October Owl Paul Mills The 
perils of being 
published 

Owl Roger Stewart 
‘Would William Burchell 
have made a good Owl?’ 

Owl ‘Doc’ Caldwell 
Thoughts on Herman 
Charles Malan Bosman 
– my father’s cousin 

Derek Liesegang My Kilimanjaro 
Expedition 

Nov Owl Clive Keegan  
‘An Irishman in 
Africa’ 

 Owl Stan Sandler 
Aristotle and Secular 
Humanism as a Religion 

Owl JP van Niekerk  
'Major medical mishaps, 
quacks and frauds' 

John Roos 
Anaesthesia during the South 
African War (1899-1902) (the 2nd 
Anglo Boer War) 

December none Owl Ron Duff ‘Is 
public speaking feared 
more than death itself?’ 

None none 

February Owl Paul Murray  
‘Chalkis and other 
Owl Club 
memorabilia’ (with 
display) 

Owl Norton Tennille  
Achilles and Odysseus, 
Heroes or Zeroes? 

Owl John Hund David Bridgman 
The Growth of the Global Middle 
Class between 1975 and 2025…. 
and what happens next 
 

 

Appendix C:Music at meetings 2024/2025 

March AGM 

April Tertia Visser and Albie van Schalkwyk Music for four hands back to blues 
May Fun for four clarinets 

June Peter Martens  & Elna van der Merwe 
Rachmaninov (1873 - 1943) – Sonata for cello and piano Op 19 in G minor  and Peter Klatzow (1946 - 
2021) – Sonata for cello and pian 

July Isaac van der Merwe Piano recital 

August Marzia Barry, Adam Powell, Matthew Keswell, Girswin Pypers Jazz from 
Honeysuckle Rose (1929)-Fats Waller to Gershwin 

September: Hout Bay Music Project 

October Under Paris Skies featuring the Cadillac Trio Louise Howlett (soprano), Elina Koytcheva 
(violin) and Albert Combrink (piano) 

November Cathy Davy and Irish Session 

December none 

January  No meeting 

February 2025 Che Adams and Christiaan Carelse Flamenco music & dance 

 

Appendix D: Attendance at dinners March 2019 to February 2025 & Owls saying grace 

Month 2019
# 

2021# 2022# 2024
# 

2024/2025 
Members + 
guests 

Grace 2024/2025 

March 63 43 46 54 48+1=49 Owl Kevin Rorke 

April 63 53 73 70 53+6=59 Owl John van der Linde 

May 61 54 57 67 57+13=70 Owl Mike du Toit 

June 63 51 49 76 59+8=67 Owl Graham Avery 

July 60 46 71 63 61+6=67 Owl Alan Lindhorst 

August 79 34 54 70 55+8=63 Owl Paul Murray 

September 70 67 58 52 49+6=55 Owl Jimmy Baigrie 

October 59 76 64 73 65+17=82 Owl Mike Bruton 

November 75 53 62 83 67+17=84 Owl John Earle 

December 56 35 49 55 63=12+75 Owl Julian Wannell 

February (y+1) 85 60 96 79 70+8=78 Owl Ron Duff 

Average 67 52 62 66 67  

# These numbers include post prandial Owls and guests.. 
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Appendix E: 2024/2025 Committee Membership and attendance record 

The Committee met eleven times. 

Office bearers Owl Office Meetings attended 

 Duff, Ron President 11 

 James, Mike Senior VP & Familiar Chat 9 

 David Little Junior VP & Chorister Robin 7 

 Morris,  Richard Fiscal Shrike 10 

 Ashmead, Geoffrey Immediate Past President 10 

 Amoore, Hugh Secretary Bird 11 

Additional Members Owl   

 Gwynne-Evans,  Nigel  5 

 Martin Hess  8 

 Hyslop, Peter Sociable Weaver 5 

 Murray, Paul Archivist 10 

 Rorke, Kevin  10 

 Serritslev, Anthea  11 

 Sutherland, Peter Cellar master 11 

 


