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Founded 1894 

Visit our website at 
www.owls.org.za for current no-
tice, back notices, Constitution (as 
amended 2021), In Memoriam 
1894-2023, list of members and 
more. 
Committee 2025/2026 
President: Mike James 
Senior Vice-President: David Little   
Junior Vice-President: Owl Nigel 
Gwynne-Evans 
Secretary: Hugh Amoore 
Treasurer: Richard Morris 
Immediate Past President: Ron 
Duff      
Additional Members: Paul Murray, 
Julian Wannell, Peter Sutherland, 
Peter Hyslop, Kevin Rorke, Anthea 
Serritslev, Martin Hess, Keith Mac 
Hutchon and Kate McCallum. 
Honorary Auditor: Verwey Wiese  
Dinner bookings: 
Email: secretary@owls.org.za 
Telephone: 021 671 3121 
Mobile number: 082 440 8204 
Treasurer: Richard Morris 
Email: treasurer@owls.org.za 
Mobile number: 0832720500  
Bank details 
The Owl Club, Standard Bank of 
South Africa  
A/c no. 071 818 006 
Bank branch code: 051 001 
This month’s edition: 
Editor: Peter Hyslop 
Contributors: Mike James, David 
Little, Ron Duff & Hugh Amoore 
Photography: Alan Lindhorst & 
Mike Bruton 
Drawings: Peter Hyslop and Mi-
chael Beckurts 

Dear Fellow Owls 
The 1370th meeting of The Owl Club, preceded by 

dinner, will be held on Tuesday 22nd April 2025, 6:00 pm for 
6:45 pm start, in the Grill Room, Kelvin Grove Club. 

Chairman: President Owl Mike James 
Guest speaker: Andrew Darwin, on the topic of: “The 

Nature of Curiosity ” 
“Andrew will discuss the nature of curiosity, that 

strong desire to know or learn something that is so charac-
teristic of humans. He will analyse why travel is one of the 
best ways to satisfy one’s curiosity, and why exploration is 
the best education. In particular, he will describe the extent 
to which curiosity drove Charles Darwin to make so many 
discoveries.” 

Music: Lucia di Blasio’s String Quartet  
“Dvorak’s quartet opus No 96 The American” 
“The musical programme for the evening has the 

theme of exploration and discovery, showcasing the well-
loved string quartet “The American” composed by the Czech 
composer Antonin Dvorak during his time exploring the music 
of the United States, and performed by leading Cape Town 
string players under the direction of Lucia di Blasio Scott.” 

Second Guest speaker: Rolf Schreuder (co-leader of 
the Darwin 200 project) on the topic of: “The Vision of the 
DARWIN200 Project’” 

“Rolf will speak about the learning and legacy of the 
DARWIN200 programme, its vision of global talent and lead-
ership, and the theory of change that underpins it. He will 
share insights into how a voyage inspired by Charles Darwin 
has become a catalyst for empowering young environmental 
leaders around the world, and why that matters now more 
than ever .” 

Dinner price: R350. PLEASE NOTE THE NEW 
PRICE.  

Dress: Black tie (or similarly elegant attire). 
RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS: 
Any Owl who does not have internet access is wel-

come to telephone the Secretary Bird at 082 440 8204 or 
021 671 3121 to book a perch. 

All other Owls are encouraged to use the Pay’n Perch 
procedure by paying their (and their guest's) dining fee into 
the Club’s bank account by EFT and instructing the bank 
(using the option provided) to send a remittance confirmation 
email to secretary@owls.org.za whereupon their perches 
will be booked. 

Besides details of your invited guests (see above), no 
further emails will be needed from you unless you also have 
special dietary needs or if you are using a dining credit. 

In all cases, bookings will close at 6:00 pm on Sun-
day 20th April 2025. 
All bookings will be acknowledged. 

NOTICE The Owl Club 

 

Tuesday 22nd April  2025:  Notice of meeting #1370 
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The March (AGM) 2025 Meeting  

On Tuesday, 18th March 2025 (AGM), 48 
Owls and a solitary guest (Professor Graham 
Fieggen), gathered in the Grill Room, Kelvin 
Grove, Newlands for the 1369th meeting and the 
130th AGM.  The proceedings started at 18:45, 
with President Owl Ron Duff welcoming all and 
Owl Alan Lindhorst delivering the Grace. This was 
followed by a three-course dinner (see page 11 
for the menu). The President then asked Owls to 
charge their glasses and to rise for the Toast to 
South Africa, followed by a short break. 

Owl President Ron then congratulated the 
sixteen Owls celebrating birthdays in March, 
Owls Dallas Reed (84) and John Rourke (83) 
headed the list, which include septuagenarians 
Owls Isabelle Franzen, Geoff Hoy, Daya Reddy, 
Ian Woods, Keith MacHutchon, and Prieur du 
Plessis.  

The birthday list also included Owls Mark 
Nowitz, John Manning, Thure Cerling, Clive Chan-
dler, Andrew Wilkinson and Dugald Robertson. 
Birthday Owls who attended the meeting includ-
ed Owls Mike James and Nicholas Winearls. 

New Owl, Petre Prins, was then (with due 
ceremony) inducted, welcomed into the fellow-
ship and invited to dwell in harmony with fellow 
Owls. The President then (requesting that guests 
remained seated) ordered that the lights be 
dimmed whilst he proposed the traditional Toast 
to Our Guests, but in this case, to a single guest, 
Professor Graham Fieggen. 

 

In the absence of the immediate past-
President, Owl Geoffrey Ashmead, recuperating 
from a medical event, President Ron then pro-
posed the Toast to Departed Owls, Peter Steyn, 
Glenn Babb, and Keith Bryer. See pages 4, 5 and 
6 for the full text of Owl Ron’s tribute. At the 
conclusion, Owls raised their glasses as a token 
of respect. 

Due notice having been given to all Owls 
and a quorum of Owls in good standing being 
present, the President declared the130th annu-
al general meeting duly constituted. As the pa-
pers for the 2025 AGM agenda, reports and 
draft minutes have been posted on the mem-
bers’ section of the Owl Club website, only the 
highlights of the meeting are included in this re-
port.  

Following the Annual Report delivered by 
the Secretary Bird, the Annual Financial State-
ment was presented by the Fiscal Shrike and 
both items were approved. Verwey Wiese 
(PwC) was re-elected as the Honorary Auditor 
for 2025/6. There were no motions for debate 
before the AGM.  

The Committee for the year was con-
firmed with the following Owls to assume of-
fice: President: Mike James, Senior Vice-
President: David Little, Junior Vice-President: 
Nigel Gwynne-Evans, Secretary: Hugh Amoore, 
Treasurer: Richard Morris, Immediate Past Pres-
ident, Ron Duff. Additional Members: Paul Mur-
ray, Nigel Gwynne Evans, Peter Sutherland, Pe-
ter Hyslop, Kevin Rorke, Keith MacHutchon, 
Kate McCallum, Kevin Rorke and Anthea Ser-
ritslev. 

The various motions having been dealt 
with, the demission of Owl Ron Duff (to the role 
of Immediate Past President) and the investiture 
of Owl Mike James (as incoming President) took 
place and, there being no further items for dis-
cussion, the AGM was declared closed. 
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At the conclusion of the AGM the incoming 
President, Owl Mike James, took the Chair and 
invited the Fiscal Shrike, Owl Richard Morris (ably 
assisted by Professor Graham Fieggen) to make 
the quarterly draw for the Club Sweep. After the 
sweep, President Mike James invited the guest 
speaker, Professor Graham Fieggen, to address 
the assembled Owls on his topic, Seeing the 
Brain: a Story of Neurosurgery, Neuroscience, 
and the Future. After the presentation, President 
Mike James thanked Professor Fieggen for his 
thoughtful, fascinating and informative address. 

To conclude the evening, Owls and their 
guests were invited to raise their glasses in a 
Toast to the Owl Club following which the Presi-
dent wished all a safe flight home. 

 

Above: Michael Beckurts, Drawings of Owls in Attendance at the AGM, 2025. 

Above: clockwise, (left to right): a parlia-
ment of Owls in conversation: Owl Tony 
Murray, Professor Graham Fieggen, Owl 
Mike du Toit, Owl Ron Duff, Owl John van 
der Linde, Owl  Mike James and Owl Hugh 
Amoore. 
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Toast To Departed Owls by President Ron Duff  

Owl Glenn Babb was elected to Owldom in 
1991 and made an Honorary Life Member in 
2022. He was President of The Owl Club in 
2005/2006. He was by any yardstick a colourful 
man: South Africa’s Ambassador in Ottawa and 
in Rome, for a while an MP, a career member of 
the foreign service, as versed in Italian and 
French as in English and Afrikaans, author of var-
ious publications (including two memoirs and 
one on Effendi Abubakr Effendi) and, in retire-
ment, an entrepreneur, interpreter and conserva-
tionist. Boxing and Glenn Babb? Yes. It was very 
much part of his family’s culture and he later 
served on the South African Boxing Board of 
Control! Educated at St John’s College Johan-
nesburg (unhappily) at Stellenbosch and Oxford 
(happily) and later through UNISA he was an en-
ergetic Owl contributing annually via WPBs or in 
Christmas celebrations. His WPBs ranged wide-
ly, including such topics as Roy Campbell (whom 
he compared to Hemingway), the dietary require-
ments of Marlene Dietrich and the demise of Lat-
in (which he deplored).  

Will we ever forget his rants about the ser-
viettes offered to Owls as part of Kelvin’s cost-
cutting and his continuing silent protest, which 
saw him bring clean linen napkins to Club dinners 
so that he and those at his table did not have to 
demean themselves with what Kelvin provided as 
a substitute for the real thing. Or his dislike of 
name badge – they were appropriate for Rotary 
he said but not for the Owl Club – such that he 
wore his at every dinner, but upside down!  

However, Glenn had his serious side, and 
apart from his remarkable gift as a public speak-
er, he must be remembered for his two wonderful 
memoirs (as mentioned above), In One Era and 
out of Another, and My Joburg Family.  
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Owl Keith Bryer was born in 1944 as WW II 
was drawing to a close.  He was a Rhodes gradu-
ate and, like our guest speaker in February, did a 
stint as editor of Grocott’s Mail. After tasting 
teaching, and not finding it to his liking, he be-
came a journalist. First at The Times Educational 
Supplement and, after his return to South Africa, 
as a reporter at the Eastern Province Herald. This 
led to his work in BP’s public affairs division 
where he remained until retirement and during 
which he returned to his first love … operating as 
a freelance commentator. He was elected to 
Owldom in 2010. His 2013 WPB on the “Law Of 
Unexpected Consequences” looked at the South 
African experience of government interventions, 
leading him to suggest that Big Brother does not 
always know best . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owl Peter Steyn was elected to Owldom in 
1980 and was made an Honorary Life Member in 
2004. Club records show that he delivered no 
fewer than 11 WPBs in his 44 years as an Owl. 
Among these were “The White South: The Frozen 
World” (in 1989) and “Antarctica Revisit-
ed” (1992), “The Lighter Side Of Ornitholo-
gy” (1995), “Ethiopian Episode” (2000). 
“Shakespeare’s Birds” (2003) – reproduced in 
The Glow of Brotherhood at pp 69-72  and 
“Wilfred Owen’s Poetry” (2005). 

Peter Steyn was best known as an ornithol-
ogist – not a trained scientist, but a gentleman 
amateur in the best sense of that term. He was a 
member of the Cape Bird Club for 74 years and 
was made its Honorary Life President in 1998, in 
2011 he was awarded the Gill Memorial Medal 
(Bird Life SA’s highest recognition for advancing 
the knowledge of birds, and named for a former 
Owl Leonard Gill, no relation of our founding 
President) and, in 2012, the Endangered Wildlife 
Trust’s Steven Piper Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his raptor conservation and research. 
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After matriculating at Bishops, and com-
pleting his degree and reaching qualification at 
UCT, Peter met and married Jenny Cannon, sis-
ter to Owl Paul Cannon, and ended up at Falcon 
College in the then Rhodesia for 17 happy years. 
Returning to Cape Town he continued his career 
as an ornithologist, publishing extensively and 
continuing birding photography. He is best  
known for his massive contribution in the world 
of ornithology. His photography was outstanding; 
he was credited with some 140 cover photo-
graphs and over 1100 photographs published in 
scientific journals – all of which were captured 
prior to the existence of digital photography! Ever 
the scholar, Peter had a keen sense of humour 
and was always fond of reciting poetry, some-
times in the form of a wicked limerick or at other 
times reciting from favourite poems or excerpts 
from Shakespeare and other authors he admired.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 7 

Guest Speaker: Professor Graham Fieggen: “Seeing the Brain: a 
Story of Neurosurgery, Neuroscience, and the Future” 

Professor Graham Fieggen’s speech was 
not available at the time of going to print, but will 
be included in a subsequent newsletter. 
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Members’ News 

Increase in the Dinner Fee 

The Committee has increased the dinner fee 
to R350 with immediate effect. 

The fee charged by the Club for monthly din-
ners has been R320 for the past three years. This 
increase follows the first Kelvin price increase for 
three years: it is a very significant increase which 
taken together represents an increase of some 
40%.  

But the increase payable by Owls (R320 to 
R350) is less than 10%. This is because the Com-
mittee has increased the subsidy (much of the 
Club’s endowment is explicitly for this purpose, 
and investment returns have been good) while en-
suring that sufficient earnings are retained to pro-
tect the real value of the endowment – and thus its 
capacity to sustain the subsidy.   

Three Proposals of Membership 

The Committee has been pleased to consid-
er proposals of membership for  

Penny Brown (Proposed Owls Everingham & 
Bruton: Science) 

Guy Preston (Proposed Owls Everingham & 
Amoore: Science) 

Julian Pino (Proposed Owls Lindhorst & 
Hess: Art)  

Each has dined at the Club (nominee Guy 
Preston has in fact given two talks to the Club!) 
and the Committee being of the view that each 
would be a worthy Owl, resolved to Notice them.  
Would any Owl who has information about any of 
them that he or she believes  would be useful to 
the Committee please contact the President or the 
Secretary Bird before 25 April 2025. 

A Small Number of Tardy Owls Who are 
Yet to Pay 2025 Dues 

While some 90% of the parliament have paid 
their membership dues for 2025 (R360), a small 
proportion have seemingly overlooked their obliga-
tion. Should you be one of these the Fiscal Shrike 
will not take it amiss if you settle now. This will 
forestall a stern note from him!  

The Annual General Meeting: 18 March 
2025 

The papers for the 2025 AGM (agenda, re-
ports and draft minutes) have been posted on the 
members’ section of the Owl Club website. (If you 
have not got a password to this closed part of the 
website please contact the webmaster, Owl Kevin 
Rorke who will provide one for you.)    

Owls and The Murray Medal of the Actuar-
ial Society of South Africa 

In giving a short sketch, during the induction 
ceremony, of who we were welcoming to fellow-
ship, the Owl President mentioned that fledgling 
Owl Mickey Lowther had been a recipient of the 
Murray Medal of the Actuarial Society of South Afri-
ca, a rare distinction. It turns out both that Owl 
John van der Linde shares this distinction (having 
been awarded it in 1978) but that the medal was 
named for Tom Murray, the 2nd South African to 
qualify as an actuary, and himself an Owl (1950-
1959)!    

About the Owl Club Excursion to the Tall 
Ship, Oosterschelde  

Mike Bruton would like to inform members 
that the tall ship Oosterschelde arrived in Cape 
Town on Saturday, 29th March, and is moored at 
Jetty 2, Quay 6 in front of the Table Bay Hotel. 
Please note that this berth is different from that 
told to us by the Waterfront Company as the 
schooner is not moored at the quay in front of the 
Cape Grace hotel.  

Those colleagues who are organising excur-
sions to Oosterschelde must therefore please in-
form all participants that the tall ship is moored 
at Jetty 2 on Quay 6 in front of the Table Bay Ho-
tel, and not in front of the Cape Grace Hotel. 
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Seen & Noted at the March Meeting 

(Clockwise from top left): Our guest speaker, Professor Graham Fieggen, then Owls Kate McCallum 
and Medee Rall in conversation. In the final photo, Owls Jimmy Baigrie and Nicholas Winearls in con-
versation; behind them, Owls Petre Prins, Mike du Toit and Mike James. 
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Seen & Noted at the March Meeting 

(Clockwise from top left): Our esteemed Secretary, Hugh Amoore, in the next photo, outgoing Presi-
dent Owl Ron Duff with incoming President Owl Mike James. In the photo below, clockwise, (left to 
right):  Owls Roger Cleaver, Gavin Ryan, Medee Rall, Nicholas Winearls, Michael Beckurts and David 
Little. 
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Once a year Owls perch to hear 

 about affairs of state, 

and choose the Owls to leads us on 

 until next annual date. 

No need to chirp “Towit towoo.” 

 No guests tonight, just those who flew. 

But first we dine, and drink some wine, 

in Owlish company; 

for which we thank and praise our Lord –       

the Holy Trinity. 

Amen. 

 

Alan Lindhorst. 

March 2025. 

 

 


