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Dear Fellow Owls

The 1372nd meeting of The Owl Club, preceded by
dinner, will be held on Tuesday 17th June 2025, 6:00 pm for
6:45 pm start, in the Grill Room, Kelvin Grove Club.

Chairman: President Owl Mike James

Guest speaker: Andy Buffler, on the topic of: “The
UCT Proton Project and links to Shackleton”

“I will introduce the UCT Proton Therapy Initiative,
which aims to establish a world class facility for the treat-
ment of tumours using energetic beams of protons from a
cyclotron. It will be the only such centre in Southern Africa
and will transform cancer treatment in the region. A small
dose of Owl-appropriate physics might be necessary in this
story, which will also thread a needle back to Shackleton's
Endurance, through a few Nobel Prizes along the way.”

Music: UCT Opera Students with Tertia Visser
(piano)

“For the musical programme Owldom welcomes a
return visit by some of UCT Opera’s finest singers, for an
evening at the opera in the company of pianist Tertia Visser-
Downie who is also well-known to Owls having performed for
us several times over the years.”

WPB: Owl Julian Wannell on the topic of:
“Gentlemen’s Clubs of London”

“Owl Julian Wannell will delve into the history and cur-
rent state of the gentlemen’s clubs of London. As a former
resident of London since his early 20s and having been in-
aducted into what is known as ‘clubland’ from an early age by
his father and elder brothers, he will attempt to bring alive
the remarkable variety, heritage and richness of several ven-
erable clubs that still exist and thrive to this day.”

Dinner price: R350. PLEASE NOTE THE NEW
PRICE.

Dress: Black tie (or similarly elegant attire).

RESERVATIONS & PAYMENTS:

Any Owl who does not have internet access is wel-
come to telephone the Secretary Bird at 082 440 8204 or
021 671 3121 to book a perch.

All other Owls are encouraged to use the Pay’n Perch
procedure by paying their (and their guest's) dining fee into
the Club’s bank account by EFT and instructing the bank
(using the option provided) to send a remittance confirmation
email to secretary@owls.org.za whereupon their perches
will be booked.

Besides details of your invited guests (see above), no
further emails will be needed from you unless you also have
special dietary needs or if you are using a dining credit.

In all cases, bookings will close at 6:00 pm on Sun-
day 15th June 2025.

All bookings will be acknowledged.




The May 2025 Meeting

On Tuesday, 20th May, 61 Owls and 13
Guests gathered in the Grill Room Kelvin Grove,
Newlands for the 1371st Meeting of the Owl
Club. The proceedings started at 18:45, with
President Owl Mike James welcoming all and Owl
Nicholas Winearls delivered the Grace. This was
followed by a three-course dinner (see page 11
for the menu).

Owl President Mike James then congratu-
lated the eleven Owls celebrating birthdays in
May. Four in their eighties (Owls Al Lastovica,
Colin Sutherland, Clare Davies and Mariette
Bernstein), four in their seventies (Owls Roger
Crook, Gavan Ryan, Richard Tuft, and Rodney
Cockrell), two in their sixties (Nick Bicket and Ri-
card Llewelleyn) and two in their fifties (Owls Ni-
gel Gwynne Evans and PJ Veldhuizen). Of the May
birthday Owls, four were in attendance at the
meeting, Owls Mariette Bernstein, Clare Davies,
Gavan Ryan, and Nigel Gwynne Evans.

Owl President Mike James then outlined the
details concerning the next Colloquium that Owl
Johnvan der Linde has planned. The theme for
the Colloquim will consider what impact ageing
human populations have. The title is: The Impact
of Ageing Human Populations on Politics and So-
cioeconomics. The Colloquium will be held in the
Pavillion on 6th June 2025. Owls were informed
that they should let Owl Serritslev know if they
were planning to attend.

New Owls, Julian Pino and Leighton Ash-
mead, were
then (with
due ceremo-
ny) inducted,
welcomed
into the fel-
lowship and
invited to
dwellin har-
mony with
fellow Owls.
The President then (requesting that guests re-
mained seated) ordered that the lights be dimmed
whilst he proposed the traditional Toast to Our
Guests.

Above (top right): Tony Grogan, Draw-
ing of Jonathan Jansen .

Owl President Mike James invited the
guest speaker, Professor Jonathan Jansen, to
address the assembled Owls and guests on his
topic: Why Working-Class Schools Fail Working
Class Children.
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After the address, Owl President Mike
James thanked Professor Jansen for his insight-
ful talk and presented him with a bottle of port.
Following this, Owl Julian Wannell introduced
the first set of the music programme for the
evening, presented by The Cape Town Brass
Quintet.

On conclusion of the musical interlude,
Owl President Mike James thanked all the musi-
cians, Carin Donson (French horn), Drew Burton
(trumpet), Jimmy Ruthven-Smith (trumpet),
Mlungisi Mthembu (bass trombone), Peter
Worthington-Smith (trombone) for their perfor-
mance.

After the bar interval, the assembly re-
turned to enjoy the second set of the music pro-
gramme, feast of jazz music, including composi-
tions like What a Wonderful World, Girl from
Ipanema and Black Orpheus. At the conclusion
of the performance, Owl President Mike James
once thanked the performers for their contribu-
tion to the evening’s entertainment.

Due to the lateness of the hour, Owl Ron
Duff’s WPB was postponed sine die.

Owl President Mike James invited Owls
and their guests to raise their glasses in a Toast
to the Owl Club, following which the President
wished all a safe flight home.




Guest Speaker: Jonathan Jansen: “Why Working Class Schools

Fail Working Class Children”

Our speaker at the May meeting was Jona-
than Jansen, currently — as Owl President intro-
duced him - a distinguished professor at Stellen-
bosch University, a past President of the Acade-
my of Sciences of South Africa, former Vice-
Chancellor of the University of the Free State,
where his handling of the Reitz incident won him
general acclaim, and before that Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Education at UP.

Part of the context to his talk — about his
experiences teaching science in 2024 in a local
high school — was that the school was dysfunc-
tional, had had the worst NSC results in the dis-
trict and its history in 2023, was described in
Voice as a twak skool, and was adjacent to the
10th Avenue Retreat home in the Cape Flats
where Jonathan had grown up, such that with the
remembered voice of his late mother in their
strongly evangelical family reminding him that
charity begins at home, he simply had to help. So
help he did, by spending every morning teaching
in this school, before heading back to Stellen-
bosch at midday to his paid job.

Above: Peter Hyslop, Drawing of Jonathan Jan-
sen.

Another part of this context is well illus-
trated by the response of a pupil to his question
to her: “Wat makeer, wie’s jou pa, waar’s jou
moeder?” (what’s the matter? Where’s your
father and your mother): “My pa’s ‘n gangster in
Pollsmoor, my ma’s tikverslaaf.” (My father is a
gangster and is in Pollsmoor Prison and my
mother is a slave to tik.) This girl was being
brought up by a struggling grandparent. Or by
the pupil who walked past him as he stood at
the gate greeting each boy and each girl, saying
to her friend (who had responded to Jonathan by
saying Good morning professor) “Ek groet nie
eers my ma nie, ik gat nie hom greet nie.” (I
don’t even greet my mother, why should | greet
this man) reminding Jonathan that had he not
greeted his mother Sarah her wrath would have
descended upon him with a promise of “’n
klap”, and that he had had a mother who cared.

He reminded us that this dysfunctional
school was in Cape Town. And that those com-
ing to school were always in danger of being
caught in the cross fire of daily gang warfare on
their way to school.

1. Jonathan Jansen observed that he was technical-
ly not so styled; the person, possibly not accus-
tomed to typing in English — had in print and for all

4 time offered him appointment as the Extinguished

# Professor!




Without text, Jonathan ranged around the
grill room for forty minutes plus, holding the at-
tention of all, as he told it as it was. Few if any of
the Owls and their guests present will forget it,
not only because anyone was likely to get a
question from the teacher!

Initially classes were chaotic, his exposure
to the school premises was to find the stairwells
littered after weekends with condoms (that the
boys claimed were there as they were used to
polish shoes!), pupils came late to school and
late to classes, and when challenged responded
by asking the teacher: “And why are we so un-
happy today?” He was given a grade 9 Afrikaans
science class to teach, and as a conventional
Good Morning greeting would have no effect, this
big black dude announced: “Listen you mother-
fuckers I’'m here to teach you” to which the re-
sponse was : “Sir, you’re late!” But he had their
attention.

So began a teaching journey during which
all educational theory such as Constructivism?
had to be set aside. Come back Skinner and be-
haviourism — behaviour is learnt by consequenc-
es — in the educational practice of the school.
Rote learning and repetition had to be part of his
teaching — he set his grade 9 class the task of
memorising the first 20 elements of the periodic
table (hydrogen to calcium). He ensured that the
school gates were closed at 8 (leaving many late
-coming parents locked out with their children)
but after realised that it was necessary to close
the second set of gates — used by teachers — at
the same time! So began the turn-around strate-
gy. Crucial to this was to give each boy and girl a
sense of hope.

The intervention involved the school's ded-
icated staff — who also needed to be brought to
believe in the project — in implementing a turna-
round strategy and within a year, the NSC pass
rate rose. This required early morning lessons,
mentorship and fostering a culture of excellence.
It helped. It did not solve the problems superim-
posed by the context in which the school is lo-
cated or in which the children grow up. Jonathan
Jansen left Owls recognising that.

2. Constructivism assumes prior knowledge and
the role of prior knowledge and posits that learners
construct knowledge though individual interpreta-
tion of new information based on prior knowledge

rather than simply passively receiving information.
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This was a musical programme with a dif-
ference. The Cape Town Brass Quintet, a youth-
ful group of talented musicians, presented a var-
ied programme of arrangements for a combina-
tion of trumpets, French horn, trombone and tu-
ba.

The first set included works by a wide
range of composers such as Samuel Scheidt,
Giovanni Gabrielli, Giuseppe Verdi, George
Frideric Handel, Johann Sebastian Bach, Pyotr
Tchiakovsky and Andrew Lloyd Webber.

The second set was a feast of jazz music,
including compositions like What a Wonderful
World, Girl from lpanema and Black Orpheus.

As for the performers, Drew Burton (first
trumpet), is a trumpeter and pianist who studied
BMus Composition and Psychology at Stellen-
bosch University. Now performing, teaching, and
composing he is heavily involved within the mu-
sic world of Cape Town, including Cape Town
Concert Brass.

Top of the page: Tony Grogan, Drawing
of The Cape Town Brass Quintet.
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Musical Notes: 7The Cape Town Brass Quintet: “Musical Arrange-
ments for a Combination of Trumpets, French Horn, Trombone and

Above: Peter Hyslop, Drawing of Drew Bur-
ton (with Jimmy Rutherven-Smith to the




The horn player, Carin Donson, began her
musical journey in 2009 at the Beau Soleil Music
Centre. She has performed with numerous or-
chestras and ensembles, such as the Cape
Town Philharmonic Orchestra. Carin now teach-
es brass music at various schools and continues
to inspire young musicians at the Beau Soleil Mu-
sic Centre.

The bass trombonist, Mlungisi Mthembu, is
an online education specialist who works with
universities from around the world to develop
educational materials. He plays the bass trom-
bone to buoy his spirits and keep his heart pure.

Above: Peter Hyslop, Drawings of Carin
Donson and Mlungisi Mthembu.

Trombonist Peter Worthington-Smith is a
Business Science graduate working in a property
management company. He has played trombone
for the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra,
Quattrombones, Cape Town Concert Brass and
numerous other orchestras and ensembles. His
major interest is fishing and water sports.

Jimmy Rutherven-Smith (second trumpet)
is a cellist with a trumpet problem or a trumpeter
with a cello problem. He loves all things musical
apart from the soprano saxophone which he tol-
erates with gritted teeth. Jimmy currently holds
the position of Solo Flugelhorn with the Cape
Town Concert Brass, something he achieved by
being the only member with access to the re-
quired instrument due to having a loose hold on
the purse strings of the band.

Above: Peter Hyslop, Drawings of Peter
Worthington-Smith and Jimmy Rutherven-
Smith.




Members’ News

Adherence to the Dress Code

The Club has a dress code (Black tie or simi-
larly elegant attire). It is flexible to a degree. With
the [implied] limits for the alternative to black tie —
itself for men a convenient, levelling uniform — this
code has been affirmed on several occasions by
the Club in General Meeting. We simply draw at-
tention to this and hope that members will observe
the spirit of the code rendering further intervention
unnecessary. Several (male) Owls adopt smart
alternatives to black tie; that is within the spirit of
the code. A very small number appear to adopt al-
ternatives that are not similarly elegant.

Owls Transport Challenges

Some senior Owls are increasingly reluctant
to travel home after an Owl Club meeting, particu-
larly in winter, and so decide not to perch at all.
Their company is thus lost to the Parliament.

If you are comfortable travelling homewards
after an Owl Club meeting and might be prepared
to offer a lift to an Owl resident in your vicinity,
please let the Secretary bird know, so that you can
be put in touch with Owls near you whose absence
from their customary perches is attributable to
this.

We already have a volunteer who lives in the
Rondebosch area who will give lifts to two Owls in
the vicinity: details from the Secretary Bird.

An Owl’s Publication on his 90th Birthday

Owl Jeremy Lawrence is celebrating his 90th
birthday in an unusual way: by publishing a collec-
tion of short stories, His book is called 7all Tales
from Table Town- “Table Town” being his name
for Cape Town, where almost all the stories are
set. The back-cover blurb includes the following:

“...Jeremy Lawrence creates stories com-
posed of amusing and fleeting episodes, peopled
by eccentric characters and full of twisted, some-
times sinister, incidents. We are led into a fictional
and satirical world which nevertheless has allu-
sions to and echoes from the real world of Cape
Town...”

It will soon be in the (better) bookshops. And
if you need help in locating a copy, contact Owl Jer-
emy at: gryphon@dreamworld.co.za

Owl Club Membership

First, all Owls will be sad to know that Past
President Owl John Webb (see photograph below)
has flown to a higher perch. Owls present at the
1371st Meeting stood in his memory, and a memo-
rial service was held for him on 27 May 2025.



Secondly, the Committee is sad to re-
port that it has accepted the resignation of
Owl Norton Tenneille, who for health reasons
has found it impossible to continue his mem-
bership.

Thirdly, the Committee is pleased to No-
tice two aspirant Owls whom the Committee
believes would be worthy additions to our Par-
liament: they are:

A B (Sebastian) van As (Science: pro-
posed Owl Bruton and seconded by Owl Pres-
ident James)

Gerrie van Niekerk (Science: Proposed
by Owl Paul Murray and seconded by Owl Ni-
gel Gwynne Evans).

Any Owl who has information about one
or both of these candidates that may be useful
to the Committee should let the Secretary
know in confidence before 15 June.

Excursion

The Club has been in the fortunate posi-
tion to offer excursions to its members on sev-
eral occasions, all at the instigation of Owl
Mike Bruton, the most recent having been to
the Dutch tall sailing ship while in Cape Town.

The next excursion will be to Owl Petre
Prins’s private museum on geology and pre-
cious stones, to be held at: 11h00 to 12h30
on Friday, 3 October 2025, at Prins &

Prins Diamonds, Huguenot House, 66 Loop St.
Owl Petre Prins will be the host. The excursion
is limited to 20 including guests, on a first
come first served basis. Bookings to Owl Bru-
ton please. An invitation will go to all Owls
nearer to the date, but book now to secure
your place.

Honorary Life Member, Owl Mike Bru-
ton, must be congratulated on his significant
contribution to the successful Darwin200 Pro-
Ject events that were held in Cape Town re-
cently.




Seen & Noted at the May Meeting

Above: Michael Beckurts, Drawings of Owl Nicholas Ellenbogen, Owl Stephan Le Jeune and Musician
Peter Worthington-Smith.

Above left: Owl President Mike James presiding. Above right:
Weaver) and Michael Beckurts.

Artist Owls Peter Hyslop (Sociable




Above: From left to right, guest Peter Gastrow, Owls JP van Niekerk (obscured), Isabelle Franzen,
John Freeth and Julian Wannell, guest David van der Linde, and Owl John van der Linde (back to the
camera).

Above: From left to right, Owls Geoffrey Ashmead, Dirk Kemp, David Muller,
Ron Duff, Nigel Franks and Leighton Ashmead.
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The Owl Club
Tuesday 20" May 2025
The 1371*" Meeting

President: Owl Mike James
Dinner @ 6.45 pm

Grace: Owl Nick Winearls

Dinner:

Toast: South Africa: The Owl
President
A break for the tables to be cleared

The 1371st Meeting 7.55 following

dinner;

Announcements: The Owl President

Toast to our guests: The Owl President

Inductions: Owls Leighton Ashmead
& Julian Pino

Talk: Jonathan Jansen, why working-
class schools fail working-class children

Music: Part |,

Bar Break

Music Part 2

WBP Owl Ron Duff
Toast: The Owl Club

And a safe flight home
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Please bless our conversation as we enjoy
this meal and one another's company.

Guide our words and lead us toward fruitful
conversation.

We are grateful for the food that you have set
before us.

We know that not everyone has what we do
and we thank you for everything you have
given to us.

We pray for the poor and hungry who lack
resources. Please be with them and sustain
them.

In your name, we pray, Amen.

Grace by Nick Winearls.
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The Owl Club
Tuesday, 20'™ May 2025

$%

Starter
Cauliflower & Broccoli Soup

o %%

Main Course
Grilled beef sirloin steak
Served with seasonal vegetables,
garlic herbed baby potato and mushroom sauce

k%
Dessert

Cheesecake
Served with berry coulis

Food for thought
Does our schooling system assume
children will come to school endowed with
the cultural capital the education system
assumes is in place?

What cultural capital do the children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren of
Owis inherit?

What cultural capital do the children of
working-class children imherit?

In the foundation phase (and in Grade R,
that is assuming working-class children are
enrolled in Grade R) what cultural capital
assumptions are made about things such &
book culture (are there hooks in the
“house”, and if there are, are there
children’s books), the child’s ability to
count and deal with numbers, with
economic choices, or nutrition? How can
our education system as now designed and
delivered make good cultural capital
deficits? Does this persist in Higher
Education?
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